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What  Is  It?  Who  H as  It?  There’s  a crying  need  for  an  American  Expert 
Philatelic  Committee,  stresses  Dr.  Carroll  Chase  in  Harper's  Stamp  Hints  last  October. 
Here’s  an  interesting  subject  and  real  merit  in  his  point.  I feel  I speak  for  many  of  our 
members  that  such  an  undertaking,  if  it  included  and  proofs,  would  indeed  be  a 

welcome  contribution  to  our  endeavors. 

We  can  agree  with  Dr.  Chase  that  if  such  a committee  were  empowered  to  function 
it  should  have  the  right,  without  prejudice,  to  state  that  on  certain  items  a definite  opinion 
is  not  possible.  It  stands  to  reason  that  some  opinions  on  specific  philatelic  items  would 
not  meet  with  iOO%  agreement,  but  that  is  inevitable.  Certainly  we  have  controversies 
now  over  such  items  as  the  “Premieres  Gravures." 

It  is  my  belief,  however,  that  every  honest  collector  desires  the  truth  about  his  col- 
lection. Furthermore,  I am  convinced  that  anyone  who  acquires  an  item  of  philately 
should  be  able  to  know  what  he  is  acquiring.  To  put  this  on  a sound  basis,  I,  for  one, 
would  like  to  see  brought  about  a permanent  record  in  which  a description  is  entered  of 
the  known  essays  and  proofs,  and,  where  possible,  a record  of  successive  owners.  This 
“pedigree”  would,  indeed,  provide  valuable  documentation  for  our  particular  branch  of 
philately. 

Do  You  Know  Jo  Smith?:  Everybody  knows  at  least  one  Jo  Smith  who  ought  to  be 
a member  of  our  Society — but  isn’t.  He’s  a real  collector — the  kind  who’s  pretty  keen 
about  showing  off  some  items  no  one  else  has.  That’s  not  too  hard  to  do  in  our  field 
because  there’s  still  so  much  spade  work  to  be  done  locating  and  classifying  essays  and 
proofs.  Have  you  talked  to  Jo  lately  about  what  a thrill  he’d  get  out  of  meeting  with 
us  and  sharing  what  he  knows? 

If  every  member  brought  just  one  Jo  Smith  into  our  Society  this  year,  we’d  be  on  the 
top  of  the  world  in  no  time.  Don’t  wait  for  somebody  else  to  ask  Jo  in;  You  ask  him! 
I hope  every  member  of  our  Committee  on  Recruiting  is  listening. 

President’s  Trophy:  Knowledge  isn’t  much  good  if  you  don’t  share  it.  Maybe  you 
or  I and  the  next  fellow  haven’t  time  to  find  out  everything  about  our  subject,  but  if  we 
can  pool  what  we  know,  we’re  all  enriched,  and  none  the  poorer  for  sharing. 

Nothing  is  more  soul-satisfying  than  to  hear  somebody  quote  back  “on  good  authority 
facts  about  a philatelic  item  that  were  published  in  our  Journal.  So  if  you’ve  dug  up 
some  good  stuff  don’t  hide  it;  tell  us  about  it  in  print.  The  Editor  will  welcome  your 
contribution. 

For  the  second  time  a special  Trophy  will  be  given  by  your  President  to  the  author  of 
the  best  contributed  article  appearing  in  Nos.  3 to  6 of  the  Essay-Proof  Journal  during 
1944-45.  How  about  your  writing  it? 

Sincerely, 

Chester  A.  Smeltzer. 


Portugal,  Spain  & Salvacdor 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society  on  April  13,  1944,  it  was  announced 
that  G.  E.  Hoyle  had  presented  the  society  with  a collection  of  Artists’  Proofs  and  Sketches 
in  black  and  in  color  of  the  stamps  of  Portugal,  Spain  and  Salvador  produced  by  W aterlow 
and  Sons.  London  Philatelist , June,  1944* 
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Preparation  of  tlie 
U*  S,  1870  Issue  Designs 

Hy  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

(Copyright  1945  by  the  Author.) 

Note — The  illustrations  of  this  article  are  from  Essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive  Stamps  by  the  Author, 
published  and  copyrighted  by  the  Handbook  Committee  of  the  American  Philatelic  Society  1941.  Some  have 
been  generously  loaned  by  Manner  Rooke  & Co. 

The  U.  S.  1869  issue  of  postage  stamps  became  a political  campaign  issue,  after  the 
Congressional  investigation  of  the  award,  of  the  contract  to  the  highest  bidder  by  P.  M.  G., 
Alex.  W.  Randall,  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  because  their  designs  were  considered 
most  beautiful  of  the  essays  submitted  by  bidders.  Butler  and  Carpenter  and  George 
Jones  had  protested  the  award.  The  (March  6,  1869)  incoming  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Grant  and  Post  Master  General  John  A.  J.  Creswell  felt  it  necessary  to  change  the 
stamps  their  political  supporters  had  criticised,  and  required  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  to  prepare 
new  designs,  dies  and  plates  without  additional  'compensation,  as  the  four  year  extension 
contract  of  February  i,  1869  provided.  This  they  readily  agreed  to  do  as  good  business, 
and  John  Macdonough,  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  designer  and  Secretary,  later  even  agreed  that 
the  1870  designs  were  the  best  they  had  produced. 

On  August  31,  1869  W.  H.  H.  Terrell,  Third  Asst.  Postmaster  General  wrote  the 
National  Bank  Note  Co.  ‘'As  the  Postmaster  General  has  now  returned,  I am  anxious  to 
come  to  some  conclusion  respecting  the  proposed  change  in  the  designs  of  postage  stamps. 
Will  you  please  cause  early  action  to  be  taken  on  the  suggestions  I have  heretofore  madefy 
General  Terrell  and  John  Macdonough  began  a search  in  New  York  for  appropriate  busts 
for  the  one,  two,  three  and  six  cents  vignettes,  and  visited  the  studio  of  Mr.  Coffee  who 
issued  a catalog  of  sculpture,  a photographer  by -the  name  of  Brady  in  New  York  and 
Well’s  “bumpological”  establishment  in  New  York.  Brady  was  engaged  to  photograph 
the  busts  selected  from  which  the  vignettes  were  engraved. 


1 46E-Be 


150E-I?b 


145E-Bd 


148E-B(1 


68 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


I'he  new  designs  from  one  to  ten  cents  with  engraved  heads  were  essayed  on  November 
4,  1869  by  67  colors  of  the  five  designs  there  being  at  least  eighteen  colors  of  the  one  cent 
essay  i45E-Bd.  These  essays  (i45E-Bd,  I46E-Be,  I47E-Ee,  and  i48E-Bd)  were  all  ap- 
proved on  November  16,  except  the  ten  cents  (i5oE-Bb)  Jefferson  though  all  were 
changed  later.  They  were  called  "The  bust  series"'  by  J.  Macdonough  in  a letter  of 
November  2,  1869  and  in  a letter  of  November  16,  1869  Mr.  Terrell  wrote  the  N.  B.  N. 
Co.  that  "it  was  suggested  in  cabinet  today  that  they  all  be  profile  busts,"  for  the  twelve, 
fifteen,  twenty-four,  thirty  and  ninety  cents  designs,  though  portraits  had  been  considered 
when  satisfactory  busts  had  been  difficult  to  find. 


145E-Bb  145E-Ba  145E-Bc 

The  one  cent  Eranklin  from  a bust  by  Rubricht  was  first  engraved  by  Joseph  Ives 
Pease,  probably  in  September,  1869,  facing  to  the  right  (see  essay  I45E-Ba)  and  at  least 
three  frame  designs  by  Butler  Packard  were  drawn  about  these  engraved  vignettes,  and 
one  of  them  fully  engraved. 


145E-Ca 


The  head  was  then  engraved  by  Joseph  Ives  Pease,  in  reverse  facing  to  the  left  (145E- 
Ca)  and  transferred  to  the  frame  engraved  by  A.  W.  Cunningham,  completing  the  design 
as  issued. 


14(>E-Ba 


14(iE-Bc 


14(»E-Bb 


The  essay  I46E-Be  two  cents  Jackson,  bust  by  Coffee  with  a higli  collar,  vignette  was 
engraved  by  b\  E.  (jirsch,  in  a frame  suggestive  of  the  Confederate  Hag  from  one  of  three 
designed  by  Butler  Packard  and  was  disapproved  by  Cleneral  Terrell  on  November  17, 
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i86g.  This  Coffee  bust  had  been  used  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  a big  medal  presented 
by  Congress.  “The  reason  we  wish  the  two-cent  neiv  Jackson  changed,  is,  it  is  believed  a 
more  characteristic  picture  of  the  old  hero  can  be  obtained.  Yours  is  too  young  and  not 
likely  to  be  generally  recognized.  ‘Old  Hickory’  is  luhat  we  want.’' 


140E-C(1 


146E-Ca 


146E-Ce 


On  December  14,  1869  General  Terrell  sent  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  several  “decidedly  bad” 
doctored  photographs  received  from  the  postmaster  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  of  Powers’  bust  of 
Andrew  Jackson  in  that  city’s  public  square.  The  N.  B.  N.  Co.  were  requested  to 
“manipulate”  and  improve  it  and  “trim  off  a portion  of  the  hero’s  back  hair,”  “also  his 
chin  may  be  very  properly  toned  down  a little.”  Essay  iqbE-Ca  was  the  result  engraved 
in  January,  1870  by  Lewis  Delnoce  and  with  some  minor  changes  was  finally  approved  in 
the  frame  designed  by  Butler  Packard  and  engraved  by  D.  S.  Ronaldson. 


147E-D 


The  three  cents  stamp  was  first  essayed  about  September  1869  with  an  engraved  head 
of  Lincoln  by  Jos.  P.  Ourdan  about  which  a frame  was  designed  by  Butler  Packard,  but 
this  design  was  not  approved. 


147E-Ea 


147E-Ed 
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The  three  cents  Washington  vignette,  after  Houdon's  bust  had  been  previously  en- 
graved by  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  (i47E-Ea)  and  this  engraving  (i47E-Eb)  was  developed 
with  a dark  background  and  an  essay  (i47E-Ed)  with  a frame  design  by  Butler  Packard 
about  the  engraved  vignette  was  approved  November  i6,  1869  and  not  later  changed. 


148E-Ca  148E-CA 

These  suggestions  caused  some  newly  engraved  essay  impressions  (i48E-Bf)  and  by 
early  March,  1870  the  frame  design  was  changed  (148E-C)  as  later  adopted,  but  with 
hair  still  brushed  back.  The  hair  was  then  changed  as  brushed  forward  on  the  stamp,  and 
on  March  23,  1870  Macdonough  wrote,  “We  send  hereiuith  proof  of  the  Lincoln  six 
cents,  and  trust  you  will  find  we  have  parted  his  hair  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  udll  so 
advise  us.”  On  March  24,  General  Terrell  replied,  “The  Lincoln  hair,  as  to  parting, 
will  do.  Please  look  at  the  back  hair,  is  it  not  too  clumsy,  or  too  much  after  the  style  of 
W ebster  s whisker,  which  you  worked  over  and  very  ?nuch  improved f Another  point  to  be 
corrected  is  the  shade  under  the  jaw  of  Lincoln.”  “The  shade  under  the  jaw  contrasts  too 
sharply  with  the  lighter  shade  of  the  neck.”  On  IVIarch  28  Macdonough  wrote,  “If  the 
head  of  Lincoln  on  the  proofs  of  the  six  cents  stamp,  sent  hereiuith,  is  satisfactory,  please 
telegraph  us  to  that  effect — that  the  die  may  he  hardened  without  delay.  All  the  other 
stamps  have  been  transferred  and  proved.”  And  on  March  29  General  Terrell  wired, 
“that  head  was  satisfactory.” 


The  six  cents  Lincoln  vignette  is  from  Volk’s  bust,  of  which  Macdonough  wrote  on 
October  12,  1869  from  New  York,  “a  very  dirty”  one  was  “in  the  possession  of  an  im- 
porter of  claret,  who  declines  to  loan  or  sell  it.  I am,  however,  preparing  myself  for  an 
attack  on  his  premises  and  hope  to  capture  it.”  Butler  Packard  designed  the  frame 
(i48E-Bb)  about  an  engraved  vignette  (i48E-Ba).  engraved  by  Jos.  P.  Ourdan.  The 
essays  (i48E-Bd)  in  15  colors  were  laid  before  the  President  and  his  cabinet  on  November 
4,  1869,  and  on  November  i6th  were  heartily  approved;  but  on  December  17  General 
Terrell  requested,  “In  finishing  it,  cannot  the  cheek  below  the  cheek  bone,  be  brought  out 
a little,  so  that  the  expression  will  be  somewhat  less  cadaverous  and  less  like  the  “Knight 
of  the  sorrowful  figure,”  Don  Quixote?  I think,  too,  the  hair  on  top  might  be  shortened 
slightly  and  tumbled  a little,  as,  according  to  my  recollection,  “Old  Abe”  never,  or  at  least 
very  seldom,  wore  his  hair  smooth.” 


148E-Ba 


148E-Bb 
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1 49E-D(1 


The  seven  cents  Stanton  stamp  v^  as  not  issued  until  March  6,  1871  though  as  early  as 
May  2,  1870  General  Terrell  wrote  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  “The  department  has 
concluded  a postal  treaty  (to  go  into  effect  July  i,  i8yo)  with  the  North  German  Union, 
by  which  the  single  rate  of  postage  is  fixed  at  seven  cents.  This  will  require  us  to  supply 
a seven  cents  stamp.  I am  trying  to  fix  up  somebody^ s head  for  it,  but  have  arrived  at  no 
conclusion  yet.  Cant  you  help  me?  Of  course  we  rnust  have  a profile  bust,  and  the  acces- 
sories should  correspond  with  the  general  character  of  the  new  series?^  “1  have  thought 
of  La  Fayette,  Steuben,  and  Kosciusko,  all  foreigners,  who  helped  America  in  our  early 
struggles,  but  have  made  no  selection  yet.” — ‘'Let  me  have  the  benefit  of  your  experience 
and  taste.” 

General  Terrell  made  a trip  to  New  York  and  upon  his  return  wrote  John  Mac- 
donough  on  June  7,  “Did  you  find  a bust  or  profile  picture  of  Steuben,  for  seven-cent 
stamp?  The  selection  rests  between  Steuben  and  Stanton,  but  want  Steuben  before  de- 
ciding the  matter.”  On  June  iith  'Macdonough  replied,  “We  have  found,  at  the  library 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  a very  fine  and  authentic  drawing,  in  profile,  of 
General  Frederick  William  von  Steuben. — Should  the  head  be  adopted,  it  will  make  a 
very  fine  stamp.”  General  Terrell  wrote  on  June  17  urging  forwarding  the  Steuben  photo- 
graph but  also  stated,  “The  Postmaster-General  expresses  a preference  for  the  late  Secre- 
tary Stanton,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  finding  a good  profile  picture.  I hand  you  the  best  one 
I have  been  able  to  find — a photograph  by  Brady — but  it  is  not  a clear  profile.” 

On  June  20,  1870,  John  Macdonough  wrote  General  Terrell,  “This  morning  Mr. 
M oore  ( of  the  N . Y . H.  S.)  loaned  us  the  original  drawing,  portrait  of  Steuben,  and  we 
purchased  from  him  the  book  sent  hereivith,  which  contains  a poor  engraving  from  the 
drawing,  but  still  one  which  will  enable  you  to  decide  between  ‘Steuben  and  ‘Stanton?  ” 
A carmine  essay  (149E-A)  with  Steuben  vignette  engraved  in  the  frame  adopted, 
and  also  a carmine  essay  with  engraved  vignette  of  Lafayette  in  same  frame  (149E-B) 
exist  but  have  not  become  available  for  illustrations.  Another  essay  (149E-C)  with, 
“Head  of  Liberty  on  a rayed  ground,”  was  mentioned  in  Durbin’s  Monthly  at  the  time,  but 
has  not  been  seen  by  the  author. 

Stanton  was  finally  decided  upon  for  the  vignette,  and  on  August  5,  1870,  impressions 
of  the  vignette  engraved  by  J.  P.  Ourdan  (i49E-Da)  were  received  by  General  Terrell 
who  then  wrote  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.,  “Mr.  Creswell  suggests  that  the  black  eyebrow  be  toned 
down  a little,  also,  that  the  line  from  the  eye  downward  be  softened  sofnewhat,  so  as  to 
give  the  face  a little  haggard  expression.”  “The  border  and  color  will  be  subjects  upon 
which  you  can  exercise  your  skill,  taste,  and  judgment , in  which  I have  full  confidence. 
On  August  12,  the  N.  B.  N.  Co.  submitted  two  essays  showing  the  proposed  border 
designed  by  Butler  Packard  and  engraved  by  D.  S.  Donaldson  with  improved  head  by 
Jos.  P.  Ourdan.  Essays  (i49E-Dd)  in  about  a dozen  colors  were  then  submitted,  but  it 
was  not  until  December  28th  that  General  Terrell  wrote,  “The  only  thing  to  be  settled 
between  us  is  the  color.”  There  was  a suggestion  contained  in  the  following  letter  that 
the  stamp  be  bi-color. 

DEAR  SIR:  I have  delayed  writing  you  with  reference  to  the  new  (Stanton)  postage- 
stamp,  expecting  to  see  you  personally  during  the  holidays,  but,  as  I shall  be  dis- 
appointed in  this,  T now  write  to  say  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  seven-cent  stamps 
must  be  finished. 
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The  only  thing  to  be  settled  between  us  is  the  color.  I have  carefully  looked 
over  the  color  proofs  submitted  by  you  sometime  since,  and,  after  consultation  with 
the  Postmaster-General,  beg  to  make  the  following  suggestions: 

As  this  stamp  is  to  be  sent  abroad,  it  should  be  at  least  equal  in  brilliancy  to  any 
'tf  the  others  now  in  use.  It  may  not  have  occurred  to  you  but  it  is  nevertheless  true, 
that  hy  Tunny  persons  of  ediicntion  nrid  tnste  the  good  fnme  of  grent  nntions,  ns  relntes 
to  the  nrts,  rests  upoji  such  srnnll  things  ns  postnge-stmnps ! In  selecting  the  color 
for  the  seven-cent  stamp,  it  is  therefore  a matter  of  pride  with  the  Department  that 
it  shall  be  fully  up  to  the  high  standard  of  the  rest  of  the  new  series. 

The  colors  we  have  run  so  closely  together  in  shades,  I don’t  see  how  we  can  use 
any  of  them.  The  blue  and  purple,  the  two  browns,  and  the  two  reds,  the  neutral 
tint  and  the  black  are  so  nearly  alike  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  use  any  of  them 
for  our  present  purpose;  nor  can  the  green  or  orange  be  duplicated  without  running 
the  risk  of  trouble  and  loss  to  the  public,  for  you  can  readily  understand  how  careless 
people  become  in  the  use  of  stamps  of  small  value. 

Now,  unless  you  can  find  a new  and  brilliant  color,  I don’t  see  what  better  can 
be  done  than  to  print  Stnnton^s  hend  in  one  color  nnd  the  border  in  nnother,  just  as 
you  did  the  Lincoln  stamp,  series  of  1869.  A light  color  will  not  answer  for  a head; 
it  is  not  strong  enough  to  bring  out  the  lines  of  the  face,  neck,  &’c.,  as  you  have  noticed 
on  the  orange  head  of  Webster,  fifteen-cent.  If  a good,  bright  color  could  be  selected, 
I should  much  prefer  it  to  two  colors. 

The  demand  for  the  seven-cent  stamp  will  probably  not  be  very  heavy,  as  it  is 
intended  only  for  the  North  German  Confederation,  (United  Prussia.) 

Please  consider  these  hints,  and  let  me  hear  from  you,  in  reply,  at  your  earliest 
convenience. 

On  January  7,  1871  Macdonough  wrote  General  Terrell,  "we  hnve  hnd  the  bust  of 
Stnnton  on  the  seven  cents  stnmp  much  strengthened  in  color,  nnd,  we  think,  improved  ” 
TV e send  you  herewith,  for  your  inspection,  two  proofs  in  English  vermilion ; this  color 
is  entirely  different  from  the  other  reds,  nnd  is  the  most  brillinnt  color  thnt  cnn  be  procured; 
It  is  nlso  n nntionnl  color  with  the  G ermnns.”  And  on  January  ii,  the  P.  M.  G.  ap- 
proved the  "brillinnt  English  vermilion"  and  requested  "fifty  sepnrnte  impressions  ( die 
proofs)  on  Indin  pnper;  nlso,  one  thousnnd  impressions  on  Indin  pnper  in  sheets.  These  nre 
required  to  complete  sets."  This  order  for  proofs  was  shipped  on  March  6,  1871  with 
notice  that,  "The  seven-cent  stumps  hnve  been  rendy  for  delivery  since  the  i8th  ultimo, 
though  ns  yet,  we  hnve  received  no  orders  to  furnish  them." 

(To  be  continued.) 


An  Illnstrated  Lecture 

By  D.  O.  Barrett,  E.  P.  S.-C63. 

About  125  interested  spectators  attended  a meeting  held  recently  by  D.  O.  Barrett, 
Chief  Mechanical  Engineer  of  the  Gulf  Oil  Corporation,  under  the  auspices  of  the  IMid- 
Continent  Section  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers.  This  meeting  was 
held  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  the  title  being  “Hobbies  for  Engineers”;  the  hobbies,  however, 
pertained  mainly  to  stamp  collecting  and  more  specifically  to  the  collection  of  Essays  and 
Proofs.  Mr.  Barrett  amplified  his  lecture  by  the  use  of  a large  number  of  lantern  slides 
showing  some  of  his  pet  Essays  and  Proofs.  In  addition  to  this,  a large  number  of  frames 
containing  complete  pages  from  his  albums  was  presented.  A reflectoscope  projected  the 
actual  colors  of  the  designs  at  large  size  on  the  screen,  the  proofs  being  protected  from 
lantern  heat  by  thick  plate  glass. 

The  Tulsa  Stamp  Club,  in  lieu  of  its  regular  meeting,  joined  with  the  A.  S.  IM.  E.  in 
making  this  double  bill  a very  successful  meeting. 

Mr.  Barrett  is  prepared  to  repeat  this  lecture  at  any  time  in  the  future,  and  with  the 
proper  persuasion  would  probably  be  glad  to  deliver  it  any  place  within  reasonable 
traveling  distance  of  Tulsa. 
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Canada 

Some  Notes  on  Die  Proofs 

By  Winthrop  S.  Boggs. 

Careful  study  of  a fine  range  of  the  Die  Proofs  for  Canadian  stamps,  coupled  with 
much  new  information  concerning  production  methods  have  enabled  us  to  make  some  con- 
clusions which  will  aid  greatly  in  the  solution  of  many  of  the  problems  surrounding  these 
beautiful  stamps. 


7E-A.  Ten  Pence  Die  Essay. 


As  we  all  know,  the  issues  of  the  Province  of  Canada  were  the  work  of  the  famous 
firm  of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  of  New  York,  one  of  the  firms  which  joined 
with  a number  of  other  Bank  Note  Engraving  concerns  to  form  the  American  Bank  Note 
Co.,  in  1858,  and  which  continued  to  supply  the  Canadian  stamps  until  the  Federation  in 
1867.  Die  Proofs  of  these  early  stamps  are  rare  indeed,  and  we  illustrate  a progress  Die 
Essay  of  the  lop  in  black  on  India.  We  might  at  this  time  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  so-called  “Die  Proofs”  of  the  J^p  and  lOp  that  are  offered  are  not  actually 
large  Die  Proofs  but  impressions  cut  from  the  Color  Sample  sheets  containing  nineteen 
stamps  of  various  countries  which  was  prepared  about  1865  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Co.  for  its  salesmen.  They  occur  in  many  colors,  and  a few  are  also  known  lithographed. (^) 
Being  printed  from  an  assembled  die,  and  not  from  an  official  die  they  are  called  “small 
die  proofs.” 


3P2.  Twelve  Pence  Sear  Die. 

About  the  same  time  the  Color  Sample  Sheet  was  made,  a secondary  die  was  also  laid 
down  consisting  of  the  1851  I2p  and  the  1859  loc(-).  Since  there  were  no  new  Die  Proofs 
engraved  of  the  1859  Issue,  it  follows  that  all  the  known  so-called  “Die  Proofs”  of  the 
IOC  1859  are  probably  impressions  of  this  compound  “Die.”  All  I2p  impressions  from  this 
“Die”  have  the  scar  on  “CE”  of  “Pence,”  possibly  an  accidental  damage  to  this  unhardened 
die.  Such  impressions  are  not  from  the  unfinished  die,  as  they  were  made  sometime  after 
the  original  die  had  been  destroyed. (^) 

(1)  See  cover  of  Journal  No.  5,  and  article  by  the  Editor  on  p.  1 5 of  the  same  Journal. 

(2)  See  illustration  on  p.  128. 

(3)  See  Journal  No.  5,  p.  9,  “Canada  1851-59”  by  Winthrop  S.  Bopgs. 
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When  the  Dominion  of  Canada  was  formed  in  1867,  by  the  Federation  of  the 
Provinces  of  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  (other  provinces  joining  later), 
the  Government  adopted  the  policy  of  having  the  postage  and  revenue  stamps  produced  in 
Canada.  As  a result  all  Canadian  stamps  have  been  printed  in  the  Dominion  from  that 
time  onwards,  either  at  Ottawa  or  Montreal. 

For  the  entire  period  of  seventy-seven  years  (from  1868  to  1945),  only  two  firms  have 
produced  the  adhesive  postage  stamps  of  the  Dominion.  These  two  firms  are  the  British 
American  Bank  Note  Co.,  and  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  which  in  1923,  changed  its 
name  to  the  Canadian  Bank  Note  Co.,  although  it  is  the  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York. 

The  first  concern  to  hold  the  contract  was  the  British  American  Bank  Note  Co.  From 
the  formation  of  the  Dominion  to  1897,  this  firm  produced  all  the  stamps  for  the  Post 
Office  Department,  as  well  as  many  other  stamps  and  much  other  steel  engraving  work 
for  the  various  Government  departments,  and  the  Provincial  Governments. 


The  Cover  Illustration 

Our  cover  illustration  is  from  a sheet  of  generally  called  “small  die  proofs”  of  Canada 
stamps  engraved  by  the  British  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  Montreal  and  Ottawa,  Canada, — 
in  the  collection  of  Thomas  F.  Morris.  The  size  of  the  original  plate  is  8^xioy2  inches 
as  shown  by  the  sinkage  on  the  cardboard  on  which  it  is  printed,  which  measures  9^2x11^ 
inches.  The  color  of  the  ink  is  i k/o  dark  red  and  Mr.  Morris  has  another  top  portion  of 
a sheet  also  printed  on  cardboard  in  35  m/o  dusky  green.  These  cardboards  are  .011'' 
thick.  The  three  lower  rows  of  the  green  sheet  may  possibly  have  been  cut  up  into  singles, 
and  all  designs  on  this  plate  may  have  been  printed  in  other  colors  on  cardboard  and  pos- 
sibly on  India  paper,  but  have  not  been  seen  by  us.  These  sheets  of  proofs  were  no  doubt 
prepared  about  1870  for  the  traveling  agents  of  the  B.  A.  B.  N.  Co.  as  specimens  of  the 
quality  of  work  they  could  produce  in  competition  with  the  A.  B.  N.  Co.  sheet  mentioned 
previously.  It  is  probable  that  very  few  were  printed.  We  have  also  seen  a sheet  in  black 
on  soft  card  from  the  cancelled  plate,  showing  heavy  horizontal  lines  cut  across  the  stamps. 

We  call  attention  to  this  plate  specifically  because  single  proofs  cut  from  these  sheets 
are  frequently  offered  as  “Die  Proofs.” 

As  a matter  of  fact  die  proofs  of  any  of  the  stamps  produced  during  this  period  are 
rare,  and  this  applies  particularly  to  the  first  British  American  Bank  Note  Co.  stamps, 
commonly  known  as  the  “Large  and  Small  Queens”  and  “Widow’s  Weeds”  designs. 

The  exquisite  vignette  of  Queen  Victoria  was  adapted  from  the  original  by  Charles 
Henry  Jeens,  the  well  known  English  engraver,  whose  vignettes  were  also  adapted  on 
other  stamps,  notably  the  1865  issue  of  Newfoundland. 


1897  and  Tater  Die  Proofs 

In  1897,  the  contract  was  secured  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  which  printed 
all  the  stamps  for  the  Post  Office  Department  until  1930,  when  the  British  American  Bank 
Note  Co.,  again  supplied  the  postage  stamps  for  a period  of  five  years,  until  1935.  In  that 
year  the  contract  reverted  to  the  Canadian  Bank  Note  Co.,  which  as  noted  above  is  the 
subsidiary  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  of  New  York. 

The  change  of  contractors  in  1897  however,  brings  us  to  a period  during  which  Die 
Proofs  of  more  stamps  are  known,  though  needless  to  say  such  proofs  are  rare,  particularly 
in  black.  Generally  speaking,  only  six  to  eight  sets  of  these  Die  Proofs  were  made,  and  of 
these  one  set  each  is  in  the  P.  O.  Archives,  The  Bank  Note  Co.’s  records,  and  the  Canada 
Museum,  while  one  set  is  given  to  the  Governor  General,  and  one  set  to  His  Majesty  The 
King.  Consequently  only  one  or  two  sets  get  into  philatelic  hands. 

The  Die  Proofs  have  been  of  great  value  in  settling  a number  of  difficult  points  con- 
cerning the  production  of  the  Jubilee,  IVIaple  Leaf,  “Numerals,”  Map,  King  Edward  \ II, 
and  King  George  V,  1912-26  Issues. 

We  know,  for  instance,  that  in  the  1897  “Maple  Leaf”  Issue  the  original  vignette  of 
Queen  Victoria  was  engraved  with  only  the  words  “CANADA  POS  1 AGE.  ’ h rom  this 
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vignette  a transfer  roll  was  made,  and  then  secondary  dies  were  laid  down,  one  for  each 
denomination,  and  on  these  secondary  dies  the  frames  and  other  inscriptions  were  added. 
These  secondary  dies  were  hardened,  other  transfer  rolls  prepared,  and  the  plates  laid 
down. 

This  procedure  was  also  used  for  the  1898  “Numerals,”  and  1903  King  Edward  VII 
issues.  In  passing  we  might  also  note  that  the  Die  Proofs  of  the  “Numerals”  issue  give 
us  conclusive  evidence  that  the  2c  carmine  was  produced  from  only  one  die,  and  that  the 
so  called  Die  I,  and  Die  II,  should  be  known  as  “Types.”  Large  die  proofs  of  the  3c 
carmine  exist  in  many  shades  of  red,  with  penciled  numbers  as  high  as  19. 

In  the  1908  Quebec  Tercentenary  Issue  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  originally  the 
Y2  cent  essay  showed  the  Prince  of  Wales  (later  King  George  V)  in  civilian  clothes,  simi- 
lar to  the  5c  Newfoundland  of  1899. 

In  1912,  when  it  was  necessary  to  prepare  the  new  King  George  V issue,  the  master 
die  was  completed  except  for  the  denomination  in  words  and  numerals.  The  procedure  from 
then  on  was  similar  to  that  used  for  the  previous  issues.  Study  of  the  Die  Proofs  of  these 
stamps  furnished  conclusive  evidence  of  the  use  of  two  dies  for  the  ic,  and  3c  of  the  King 
George  design,  all  other  denominations  being  produced  from  one  die  for  each  value. 

The  Die  proofs  of  the  later  issues  have  been  of  great  importance  in  enabling  us  to 
determine  the  value  of  each  line  of  engraving,  and  to  solve  some  of  the  perplexities  sur- 
rounding the  varieties  occurring  in  these  stamps.  In  the  1935  issue,  for  instance,  the  theory 
of  two  dies  for  the  3c  is  completely  disproved  from  a study  of  the  Die  proofs.  Study  of 
the  Die  Proofs  has  also  enabled  us  to  determine  the  cause  of  certain  varieties  which  occur 
on  the  issued  stamps,  such  as  the  break  in  the  top  line  of  the  1934  New  Brunswick  Commem- 
orative 2 cents.  Furthermore  where  two  dies  exist,  a study  of  Die  Proofs  in  black  from 
each  die  enables  us  to  determine  the  differences  between  them  more  accurately  than  by 
study  of  the  stamps  themselves  and  makes  it  possible  to  say  definitely  whether  or  not  a 
stamp  is  from  Die  I or  Die  II,  and  that  the  differences  are  not  due  to  the  vagaries  of 
printing,  plate  wear,  etc. 

Die  Proofs  of  the  other  Issues  such  as  the  War  Tax,  Postage  Dues,  and  Special  De- 
livery stamps  have  also  yielded  interesting  facts,  such  as  definite  evidence  of  only  one  die 
for  the  first  Special  Delivery  stamp,  and  that  the  so  called  types  are  simply  due  to  wearing 
of  the  plate. 

Further  study  of  the  Die  Proofs  will  undoubtedly  reveal  other  points  of  technical 
interest  which  will  enable  students  to  solve  the  complexities  of  the  Dominion’s  beautiful 
stamps. 

Editor’s  Note:  Further  details  on  the  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Canada  will  be  found  in  the  forthcoming 
work  “The  Postage  Stamps  and  Postal  History  of  Canada”  by  Winthrop  S.  Boggs,  Chambers  Publishing  Co., 
Kalamazoo,  Mich. 


Reviews  of  PuMications 


Weekly  Philatelic  Gossip  for  January  20,  1945,  had  a fine  column  by  George  C.  Hahn 
in  his  United  States  Review,  which  called  attention  to  our  Essay-Proof  Society  and  its 
Journal.  Mr.  Hahn  drew  special  attention  to  “Many  minute  differences  on  our  postage 
stamps  that  can  be  traced  on  proofs,  and  the  collecting  of  essays  and  proofs  is  a necessary 
adjunct  to  the  collecting  of  the  stamps.”  He  cited  the  differences  in  the  1903  Two  Cents 
Die  I and  Die  II,  illustrated  and  described  in  our  Journal  No.  i for  January,  1944, 
as  an  example  of  discoveries  that  may  be  made  by  a study  of  die  proofs  after  30  years  since 
this  stamp  was  issued.  After  the  differences  are  known  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  sepa- 
rate the  two  die  designs  on  the  stamps.  The  column  is  especially  well  written  and  such 
articles  should  greatly  help  the  growth  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society.  Our  appreciation  to 
George  Hahn  for  this  and  to  Gossip  for  its  many  previous  kind  words  about  our  specialty, 
including  the  recent  “Let's  Gollect  Essays  and  Proofs"  by  Ensign  James  F.  McDonough 
as  reviewed  in  Journal  No.  5.  Such  publicity  by  our  enthusiastic  members  will  do  much 
to  help  build  up  our  Society. 
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Color  Formula 

For  Csmada  1851<^1859  Stamps 

A handwritten  manuscript  on  old  legal  size  laid  paper,  recording  the  color  formula 
of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson  from  about  i849(?)  to  1858,  and  their  successors 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  has  just  been  shown  us  by  J.  Herbert  Monds.  The  formula 
for  bank  note,  bond  and  certificate  colors  will  be  published  in  a future  Journal^  but  those 
for  three  Canada  postage  stamps  during  this  period  are  appended.  It  was  found  in  a 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  house  formerly  occupied  by  Mr.  Cassin,  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co., 
who  died  about  1935.  When  found  there  were  mint  top  sheet  margin  pairs  of  the  respective 
stamps  lightly  attached,  by  the  stamp  gum,  opposite  each  color  record.  Under  each  pair 
was  noted  the  U.  S.  A.  value  translation  into  cents,  thus — “5  cent  stamps,”  “12  cent 
stamps”  and  “i  cent  stamps.” 

"Three  Pence  Canada  Post  Office  Stamps 

3 Venetian  Red 
I Orange  Mineral 

I  Trieste  Vermillion  (left  out  at  pleasure) 

I American  Vermillion 

1 Patent  Dryer 

6 Pence  Canada  Post  Office  Stamps 

6 Rose  Pink 

2 Purple  Lake 
I White  Lead 

p2  Prussian  Blue 

1 Orange  Mineral 

2 Oxide  of  Zinc 
Patent  Dryer,  to  suit 

Y2  Penny  Canada  Post  Office  Stamps 

2 Purple  Lake 

2 ^2  Carmine  Lake 
8 White  Lead 

3 Kremnitz  White 
3 Patent  Dryer 

. 2 Pearl  Ash 


Ferkims,  Bacon  & Co»  Proofs 

The  late  Charles  Nissen,  a London  stamp  dealer  who  died  March  13,  1944,  purchased 
some  years  ago  with  T.  Allen  and  sold  to  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society  Collection  for  £1005. 
the  unique  archives  and  proofs  of  the  early  stamps  produced  by  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.  The 
late  Percy  DeWorms  was  working  on  these  archives  when  his  untimely  death  intervened. 
The  “typescript”  of  these  Perkins-Bacon  records  was  being  read  and  checked  in  June,  1944. 
and  we  hope  may  soon  be  published.  The  second  volume  of  proofs  has  been  mounted  by 
Mr.  Mann,  Curator  of  the  Collections  of  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society.  he  first  volume 
is  most  valuable,  but  so  far  the  proofs  have  not  been  taken  out  of  the  original  book. 
Extracts  from  the  London  Philatelist,  April  and  July,  1944. 
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Signed  Vignettes 

On  Obsolete  Bank  Notes 

By  Julian  Blanchard,  Ph.D. 


The  Earliest  Signed  Vignette  Known,  by  George  Murray,  1808. 


An  examination  of  more  than  a thousand  obsolete  bank  notes  has  disclosed  the  fact  that 
comparatively  few  of  them  show  any  indication  of  who  were  the  artists  that  engraved  their 
decorative  designs.  Occasionally  there  is  an  exception,  and  a minutely  engraved  name 
(or  some  initials)  may  be  seen* along  the  lower  edge  of  a vignette.  These  tiny  signatures 
or  initials,  when  observed,  always  enhance  the  charm  of  the  note,  and  the  instinct  of  the 
collector  to  seek  that  which  is  both  rare  and  interesting  puts  him  on  the  lookout  for  such 
examples.  He  is  rewarded  with  the  true  collector’s  thrill  when  he  unexpectedly  finds  a 
new  name,  or  the  name  of  one  of  the  “greats,”  as  that  of  James  Smillie,  or  Asher  B. 
Durand. 

It  was  such  an  occasional  find  that  led  to  this  study  of  the  occurrence  of  signed  vig- 
nettes. Since  there  are  as  yet  no  adequate  catalogs  of  such  things,  this  preliminary  and 
exploratory  record  will  be  only  of  what  the  writer  has  himself  seen,  and  principally  of  what 
he  has  found  in  his  owm  limited  collection.  This  is  not  a specialized  collection  of  any  sort, 
but  simply  a medium  size  general  collection  of  obsolete  notes  of  all  the  States  available 
(and  of  Canada),  such  as  one  might  acquire  over  a period  of  years  by  the  usual  media 
of  auctions,  private  purchases  and  trading.  The  results  may  therefore  possibly  be  repre- 
sentative of  what  larger  collections  would  show. 

Little  excuse  or  explanation  need  be  offered  for  why  it  is  that  collectors  of  bank  notes 
or  of  stamps  (or  of  essays  and  proofs)  w'ould  want  to  inquire  into  the  authorship  of  their 
treasures.  Students  and  specialists  and  those  with  an  historical  turn  of  mind  are  not 
content  with  the  mere  assemblage  of  specimens  in  an  album,  but  are  ever  eager  to  learn 
all  there  is  to  know  about  their  origins  and  background.  Who  were  the  creators  of  these 
things,  and  why  and  how  and  when,  and  what  similar  work  did  they  do?  Such  collectors 
are  always  on  the  alert  to  find  some  fact  or  event  or  relationship  to  round  out  the  story, 
or  some  appropriate  illustration  to  embellish  their  album  pages.  As  many  of  us  have 
discovered,  this  is  one  of  the  most  satisfying  aspects  of  a hobby,  one  of  the  great  pleasures  in 
collecting. 

Accordingly,  with  the  aid  of  a magnifying  glass,  every  available  engraved  note 
having  a vignette  was  carefully  scrutinized  for  any  sign  of  a signature.  Some  that  had 
been  overlooked  before  were  thus  discovered,  for  in  some  cases,  especially  on  worn  notes, 
the  name  or  initials  can  not  easily  be  detected.  Picking  out  all  such  notes,  and  segregating 
them  in  one  way  and  another,  two  surprising  results  were  soon  apparent:  the  paucity  of 
names  that  were  found,  and  the  entire  lack  of  signed  vignettes  on  the  notes  of  certain 
firms.  The  count  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table. 
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Number  of 

Engraver’s  Sig^ied 

Sijiiiatiire  Vi^ettes 


A.  B.  Durand  17 

A.  B.  D. 


Freeman  Rawdon  14 

F.  Rawdon 


Geo.  W.  Hatch 

Hatch  8 


James  Smillie  3 

G.  B.  Ellis  3 


C.  C.  Wight  (?)  3 

C.  C.  Waight  (?) 
(Probably) 

C.  C.  Wright 

G.  Murray  1 

P.  Maverick  1 

Childs  1 

Undecipherable  1 


Imprint  of  Engraving  Company 

A.  B.  & C.  Durand  & Wright,  N.  Y. 

A.  B.  & C.  Durand,  Wright  & Co. 

Durand,  Perkins  & Co.,  New  York 
Durand  & Wright,  N.  York 
Durand  & Compy.,  New  York 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Co.,  New  York 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  New  York 

Rawdon,  Clark  & Co.,  Alby. 

Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Co.,  New  York 
Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch,  New  York 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  New  York 
Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch,  New  York,  and 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  New 
Orleans,  on  same  note. 

Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch,  New  York 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  New  York 
Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch,  New  York  and 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  New 
Orleans,  on  same  note 

Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch,  New  York 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  New  York 

Underwood,  Bald  & Spencer 
Underwood,  Bald,  Spencer  & Hufty 
No  imprint.  (Local  printer,  1862.) 

G.  W.  Teubner  sc  N Y 
Geo.  W.  Teubner  sc  N Y 
Imprint  torn  off 


No  imprint.  (Engraved  date,  18  08.) 
Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Co.,  New  York 
Holcomb  & Co. 

No  imprint 


Total  5 2 

Number  of  notes  with  engraved  vignettes  examined,  approximately  13  50 


Distribuitioii  of  Sigeed  Vignettes 

What  it  was  that  determined  the  signing  or  not  signing  of  these  little  engravings, 
whether  policy,  whim,  the  artist’s  reputation,  delicate  problems  of  jealousy  or  of  the  ego,  or 
some  sound  business  reason,  we  do  not  know.  The  reason  for  the  addition  or  omission  of 
the  name  may  have  varied  with  circumstance.  It  is  seen  from  this  table  that  only  the 
Durand  companies  and  the  Raw'don,  Wright  & Hatch  companies  (there  were  several  of 
these  partnerships  at  different  times),  with  a few  scattering  exceptions,  used  any  signed 
vignettes.  In  these  cases  most  of  the  signatures  are  those  of  owners  or  partners,  who  were 
their  own  “bosses”  and  who  could  do  as  they  pleased  in  the  matter.  James  Smillie,  who 
was  employed  for  a while  by  Raw’don,  Wright  & Hatch  as  a hank  note  engraver,  executed 
a considerable  number  of  vignettes  for  this  firm,  but  in  this  count  his  signed  work  is 
represented  by  only  three  designs. 

On  the  notes  of  such  prominent  firms  as  I'oppan,  Carpenter  & Co.,  Wellstood,  Hanks, 
Hay  & Whiting,  Jocelyn,  Draper,  Welch  & Co.,  and  W.  L.  Ormsby,  as  well  as  others, 
and  their  successor,  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  we  find  not  a single  example  of  a signed 
vignette.  Comment  is  sometimes  made  that  when  business  men  displaced  artists  in  the 
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control  and  direction  of  the  engraving  companies,  the  works  of  the  artists  and  engravers 
were  no  longer  permitted  to  be  known,  and  thus  the  artists  were  deprived  of  identity  with 
their  creations.  We  see,  however,  that  even  in  the  earlier  days,  before  corporation  control, 
the  same  situation  largely  prevailed. 


All  Example  of  the  Vig:iiettes  by  Asher  B.  Durand. 

Type  of  Subjects  Portrayed 
Work  of  A,  P,  Ouraiid 

What  was  the  general  character  of  the  designs  that  we  find  with  signatures?  For  the 
most  part  they  were  of  a mythological  or  allegorical  style,  to  which  we  have  become  so 
unaccustomed  that  resort  to  a manual  of  mythology  is  almost  necessary  to  understand  or 
describe  them.  But  there  were  exceptions  to  this  pattern.  For  example,  considering  first 
the  work  of  Durand,  amongst  his  signed  vignettes  there  is  a fine  picture  of  Washington  on 
horseback,  with  sword  in  hand,  across  the  top  of  which  is  the  inscription  “28th  June  1778,” 
this  being  found  on  a $5  note  of  the  Monmouth  Bank,  Freehold,  N.  J.  There  is  also  one 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  seated  beside  a low  pillar  or  stand,  on  top  of  which  is  an  ink  well  and 
an  open  book  in  which  he  is  about  to  write  with  a quill  pen,  the  name  FRANKLIN  being 
engraved  on  the  front  of  the  stand.  It  is  used  on  a $i  note  of  the  Hoboken  Banking  and 
Grazing  Company  “opposite  the  City  of  New  York.”  (Was  Hoboken  once  so  lowly?) 

Most  of  the  other  Durand  engravings  are  of  the  classical  style.  A striking  one  shows 
Jupiter  riding  on  the  back  of  an  eagle,  a cupid  on  each  side,  this  appearing  on  a $2  note  of 
the  New  Hope  Delaware  Bridge  Co.,  Lambertville,  N.  J.  Another  pictures  Archimedes, 
the  Greek  mathematician,  lifting  the  world  with  a lever,  which  rests  on  a mountain  top 
somewhere  in  space,  as  a fulcrum.  It  is  on  a $4  note  of  the  Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia. 
Then  there  is  a small  one  representing  Amphitrite,  wife  of  the  sea  god  Neptune,  with  a 
scarf  gracefully  waving  from  one  hand  as  she  rides  in  her  sea-shell  chariot  drawn  by  a pair 
of  dolphins : 

“O’er  the  green  waves  which  gently  bend  and  swell. 

Fair  Amphitrite  steers  her  silver  shell  ; 

Her  playful  dolphins  stretch  the  silken  rein. 

Hear  her  sweet  voice,  and  glide  along  the  main.” 

Darwin. 

This  dainty  vignette  is  found  on  a $3  note  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  New  Jersey,  and  like- 
wise on  a $20  note  of  the  State  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

A companion  design,  seen  on  a $50  note  of  the  Augusta  Insurance  & Banking  Com- 
pany, Georgia,  shows  Neptune  in  a similar  chariot  speeding  over  the  sea  behind  his  spirited 
sea-horses.  Another,  on  a $3  note  of  the  Lewis  County  Bank,  Martinsburgh,  N.  Y.,  and 
on  a $i  note  of  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  IVIich.,  is  a representation  of  Ceres,  seated,  with  a 
sickle  in  the  right  hand  and  the  left  hand  resting  on  a sheaf  of  wheat.  These  are  typical 
of  Durand’s  signed  bank  note  vignettes. 


8o 


The  E ssay-Proof  Journal 


In  1895  there  was  published  by  the  Grolier  Club  in  New  York  a “Catalogue  of  the 
Engraved  Work  of  Asher  B.  Durand,”  on  the  occasion  of  an  exhibition  of  his  work  at  the 
Club  during  April  of  that  year,  a book  of  103  pages  and  237  items.  One  section  of  the 
catalogue  is  devoted  to  a listing  of  his  bank  note  vignettes,  there  being  a total  of  32  designs, 
signed  and  unsigned,  from  which  are  missing  a few  that  have  been  found  in  the  present 
search.  There  is  listed  also  in  this  section  a Specimen  Sheet,  by  A.  B.  & C.  Durand,  Wright 
& Co.,  dated  1827,  containing  a number  of  portraits  of  prominent  or  historical  personages 
and  other  vignettes,  together  with  styles  of  lathe  work  and  lettering.  On  another  less 
elaborate  Specimen  Sheet  of  the  same  firm  in  the  writer’s  collection,  dated  1825,  most  of  the 
vignettes  are  signed  by  A.  B.  Durand,  the  others  being  without  signature.  Such  a cata- 
logue as  this  of  Durand’s  work  is  naturally  of  the  greatest  help  in  identifying  unsigned 
vignettes  and  contributes  no  little  to  the  pleasure  to  be  had  in  collecting  these  old  bank  notes. 

(To  be  continued) 


Reviews  of  Publications 

The  Small  Die  Proofs  of  the  (U.  S.)  Department  Stamps  by  John  D.  Pope,  in  the 
Society  of  Philatelic  American  s Journal,  September  1944,  p.  20. 

Our  E.  P.  S.  member  151  writes  a very  clear  and  thorough  article  on  the  1903  and  1915 
printings  of  these  small  die  proofs  which  is  recommended  to  all  our  readers  who  may  be 
interested  in  these  proofs  of  U.  S.  Official  stamps. 

In  addition  to  the  83  albums  distributed  in  1903  which  contained  the  302  small  die 
proofs  prior  to  that  date,  several  albums  have  been  found  which  contain  22  similar  proofs 
of  regular  postage  issues  up  to  and  including  the  1908  issue  and  possibly  the  3 Commemor- 
atives  of  1909  and  the  1908  loc  green  Special  Delivery.  Probably  these  26  ( ?)  proofs  were 
added  to  some  of  the  83  albums  distributed  in  1903  as  among  those  we  have  seen  one  or 
two  that  had  some  stamps  mounted  where  proofs  should  have  been,  indicating  that  in  these 
cases  enough  proofs  had  not  been  available  to  fill  all  the  sets.  Several  other  of  these  1903 
albums  have  been  seen  in  which  “Specimen”  stamps  of  later  than  1903  issues,  including  U.  S. 
Possessions,  had  been  pasted  on  the  blank  album  leaves  provided  in  the  back  of  these  albums. 
These  were  probably  distributed  by  the  P.  O.  D.  to  its  friends  as  indicated  in  the  1899 
letter  of  Arthur  M.  Travers  published  in  E.  P.  Journal  No.  4,  p.  226. 

The  rare  1915  printing  of  small  die  proofs,  which  is  so  well  described  by  Mr.  Pope,  is 
on  a soft  wove  faint  yellow  paper  with  a large  wove  mesh,  readily  distinguished  from 
the  1903-09  printings  on  white  wove  fibrous  paper.  In  addition  to  the  two  complete  sets  of 
these  1915  printings  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pope,  there  were  later  found  in  the  H.  M.  South- 
gate  collection  a few  additional  odd  proofs,  including  a few  complete  sets,  so  that  in  some 
cases  three  of  these  rarities  exist  in  philatelic  ownership. 

The  S.  P.  A.  Journal  is  much  improved  under  the  new  Editor,  J.  Elmer  Zinsmeister 
and  now  contains  many  authoritative  articles  by  competent  authors,  such  as  this  article  by 
our  E.  P.  S.  member  John  D.  Pope,  III  and  the  article  by  E.  P.  S.  Director  Vinton  E. 
Sisson  in  the  S.  P.  A.  Journal  for  April,  1944  which  was  reviewed  in  our  E.  P.  Journal 
No.  3,  p.  162  entitled  The  Premieres  Gravures  of  1861.  We  sincerely  hope  that  in  the 
future  our  Essay  Proof  Society  members  will  support  our  Journal  and  contribute  their 
writings  on  essays  and  proofs  to  this  E.  P.  Journal. 


Grenada,  1861 

Lt.  Col.  William  Booth  exhibited  his  collection  of  Grenada  before  the  Royal  Phila- 
telic Society  on  May  ii,  1944.  The  display  opened  with  die  proofs  in  black  on  India  paper, 
together  with  color  proofs  on  wove  paper  and  trial  color  proofs  on  laid  paper  of  the  6d., 
an  example  of  the  laid  paper,  perf.  iij^,  probably  intended  for  use,  but  never  Issued. 
London  Philatelist,  July,  1944- 
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U*  XX  Centiiry 

Essay  Designs,  Models  and  Proofs 

By  Sol  Glass 

Editorial  Note:  Sol  Glass  has  kindly  consented  to  furnish  for  a permanent  record  the  historical  data  as 
to  U.  S.  postage  stamps  issued  since  those  recorded  in  Max  Johl’s  Vol.  IV,  U.  S.  Postage  Stamps  of  the 
Twentieth  Century,  which  recorded  those  up  to  1937.  This  data  has  been  obtained  from  official  records  of 
the  U.  S.  Designing  & Engraving  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing.  We  expect  to  continue 
publishing  this  official  information  about  all  U.  S.  Postage  Stamps  from  1937  to  date. 

The  procedure  in  producing  U.  S.  postage  stamps  is  for  the  Post  Office  Department  to 
furnish  the  Bureau  with  subject  matter  for  an  appropriate  design  for  a designated  stamp. 
One  or  more  of  the  Bureau  designers  then  sketch  what  seems  suitable  for  an  engraved 
stamp.  These  sketch  designs  are  essayed  to  the  Post  Office  Department  where  they  are 
approved  or  disapproved.  A model”  drawing  is  then  made  by  a designer  in  the  appro- 
priate proportions  for  the  stamp,  and  again  essayed  for  approval.  This  approved  “model” 
is  then  used  by  the  engravers  who  prepare  the  steel  die.  When  the  die  is  completed 
satisfactory  to  the  Bureau,  color  impressions  are  submitted  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment and  if  “approved  for  design  and  color”  are  so  signed  and  dated  by  the  Postmaster 
General  or  his  assistant.  One  of  these  “approved”  die  proofs  is  placed  in  the  P.  O.  D. 
records  and  another  is  returned  to  the  Bureau  as  its  official  record,  which  the  stamps  to 
be  issued  must  match. 

No  essays  nor  proofs  of  these  recent  issues  are  yet  known  in  philatelic  ownership. 


835E-A 


835E-B 


835.  E-A.  Colonial  Court  House,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

A Modernized  Colonial  Court  House. 

835.  E-B.  Approved  Model  Drawing. 

Sesquicentennial  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Constitution. 

Issued  June  21,  1938. 

1 Rejected  Design,  835  E-A. 

Designer — Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Engravers — Vignette  by  Mathew  D.  Fenton. 

Lettering  and  Numerals  by  William  B.  Wells. 

Design  essayed — March  18,  1938,  to  James  A.  Farley,  P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved — April  6,  1938,  by  James  A.  Farley,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — May  11,  1938,  by  James  A.  Farley,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design. 

A wash  drawing  by  V.  S.  McCloskey  based  from  a photograph  of  the  colonial 
courthouse  at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  with  two  horsemen  in  the  foreground,  one  in  the 
act  of  mounting  and  the  other  galloping  away  carrying  news  of  the  ratification. 
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8;?G  E-A.  Landing  of  the  Swedes.  836  E-B.  Landing  of  the  Swedes  and  Finns. 
Tercentenary  of  First  Colony  of  the  Swedes  and  Finns. 

Issued  June  27,  193  8. 


1 Rejected  Design,  83  6 E-A. 

Designer — Alvin  R.  Meissner. 

Engravers — Vignette  by  Carl  T.  Arlt. 

Lettering — “Cents”  by  Edward  M.  Weeks. 

Lettering — Landing  of  the  Swedes  and  Finns  by  William  B.  Wells. 
Lettering — Remainder  of  Design  by  James  T.  Vail. 

Design  essayed — March  18  and  24,  1938  to  James  A.  Farley,  P.  M.  G. 

Model  Approved — April  6,  19  38, — by  James  A.  Farley,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — April  6,  1938, — by  James  A.  Farley,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design. 

Reproduction  of  a painting  by  Stanley  M.  Arthurs,  depicting  the  landing  of  the 
First  Swedish  and  Finnish  Settlers  in  America. 


Sesquicentennial  of  Northwest  Territory. 
Issued — July  15,  1938. 


No  rejected  designs. 

Designer — Robert  L.  Miller,  Jr. 

Engravers — Vignette  by  Carl  T.  Arlt. 

Lettering  by  E.  M.  Hall. 

Numerals  by  George  L.  Huber. 

Design  essayed — May  2 7,  19  3 8 to  James  A.  Farley,  P.  M.  G. 
Model  approved — June  2,  1938  by  James  A.  Farley,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — July  1,  1938  by  James  A.  F^arley,  P.  M.  G. 
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Source  of  Design. 

A photograph  of  the  memorial  statue  at  Marietta,  Ohio  by  Gutzon  Borglum, 
symbolizing  Colonization  of  the  West. 


838  E-A.  Old  Ciapitol  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

Iowa  Territory  Centennial. 

Issued — August  2 4,  19  38. 

No  rejected  designs. 

Designer — Alvin  R.  Meissner. 

Engravers — Vignette  by  Carl  T.  Arlt. 

Lettering  and  Numerals  by  William  B.  Wells. 

Design  essayed — June  21,  1938  to  Ramsey  S.  Black,  Acting  P.  M.  G. 
Model  Approved — July  7,  1938  by  Ramsey^S.  Black,  Acting  P.  M.  G. 
Die  proof  approved — July  28,  1938  by  Ramsey  S.  Black,  Acting  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design. 

Photograph  of  the  Old  Capitol  Building  in  Iowa  City. 


Essay^Proof  Collectin 

By  Colonel  O.  H.  Schrader,  U.  S.  A.  R’t’d.  (E.  P.  S.  334) 

The  question  is  often  raised  in  amateur  philatelic  circles,  “Why  collect  essays  and 
proofs?”  I will  attempt  to  answ^er  this  question  from  an  amateur  collector’s  point  of 
view.  First,  they  are  definitely  proper  philatelic  items,  since  Scott  lists  proofs  and  trial 
color  proofs  in  the  U.  S.  Stamp  Catalogue.  Essays  are  also  listed  in  a monumental  work 
by  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  entitled  Essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps  (1941)  and 
there  is  also  an  Essay  & Proof  Unit  of  the  A.  P.  S.  The  above  is  sufficient  evidence  for 
any  one  that  they  are  legitimate  philatelic  items  and  as  such  they  have  a proper  place  in 
any  collection. 

The  collecting  of  essays  gives  the  collector  and  the  serious  student  of  philately  con- 
crete ideas  on  designs,  sizes,  proportions  and  subjects  not  seen  in  regularly  issued  stamps. 
It  also  informs  the  student  as  to  various  ideas  put  forth  by  different  designers  of  by-gone 
decades,  to  prevent  forgery,  washing  of  stamps,  etc.,  the  intent  of  which  was  to  defraud 
the  government  out  of  its  just  dues. 

Only  by  the  study  of  essays  can  one  become  familiar  with  the  ingenious  and  some- 
times highly  impracticable  means,  embodied  in  their  essays,  to  prevent  fraud.  Essays, 
unlike  other  philatelic  items  run  the  full  gauntlet  of  media  to  present  their  ideas,  from 
crude  large  pencil  sketches,  wash  drawings  and  photographs  to  the  finished  product.  In 
size  they  vary  from  actual  stamp  size  to  large  drawings.  In  some  cases  they  are  com- 
posite models,  the  frame  being  drawn  or  painted  and  the  vignette  might  be  a photograph 
or  an  engraving.  I feel  safe  in  saying  that  in  no  other  branch  of  philately  can  one 
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encounter  greater  variation  in  size,  shape  and  method  of  production.  I might  also  add 
that  in  essays,  the  collector  may  find  out,  as  I have  done,  that  many  of  the  finest  and  most 
artistic  designs  never  were  accepted.  This  point  is  subject  to  the  vagaries  of  personal 
taste.  Trial  color  essays,  that  is  to  say,  a single  design  executed  in  five  or  six  different 
colors  helps  to  fix  in  one’s  mind  what  a great  difference  color  makes  in  the  same  design; 
in  one  color  the  design  is  effective  and  arresting,  and  in  another  color  it  may  be  drab  and 
uninteresting. 

Proofs,  which  are  forerunners  of  issued  stamps  are  interesting  because  of  their  sheer 
beauty.  Generally  they  are  first  impressions  when  the  die  or  plate  is  new  and  free  from 
defects.  The  clarity  of  the  impressions,  the  special  soft  paper  on  which  they  are  printed, 
the  clarity  and  purity  of  colors  give  to  the  philatelist  the  best  impression  the  stamp  is 
intended  to  convey.  They  may  also  be  used  as  standards  of  comparison  as  to  details  of 
design,  etc.  from  which  the  stamps  may  be  varieties.  The  inks  used  are  the  purest  and 
cost  is  of  no  consideration.  The  dies  and  plates  are  wiped  scrupuously  clean.  These 
beautiful  impressions  are  usually  on  India  paper  to  test  the  design  or  a high  grade  soft 
card  to  test  the  color.  In  both  cases  the  final  result  justifies  the  selection  of  such  papers. 

I can  truthfully  say  that,  as  a philatelist,  the  most  beautiful  thing  to  see  is  a page 
of  proofs  carefully  mounted;  color,  execution,  paper,  clarity  of  design  all  taken  together 
form  the  most  striking  items  in  any  collection,  no  matter  how  large,  how  valuable  or  how 
rare. 

The  question  of  cost,  always  enters  into  any  philatelic  discussion.  Essays  and  proofs 
are  priced  according  to  rarity.  To  the  U.  S.  Specialist,  I would  say  that  they  are  much 
cheaper  than  the  issued  stamp  in  some  cases,  but  more  expensive  in  others.  I do  know 
that  in  some  cases,  where  the  cost  of  the  issued  stamps  is  prohibitive  or  the  rare  stamp 
unobtainable,  the  space  may  be  filled  by  a normal  color  proof,  thus  completing  many  a set 
or  issue,  at  reasonable  cost. 

Finally,  I may  say,  that  I do  not  consider  any  collection  complete  unless  it  does 
contain  at  least  a few  essays  and  proofs.  Undeniably  they  add  to  the  interest  and  knowl- 
edge in  our  favorite  hobby.  Now  you  have  my  answer  to  the  question,  “Why  collect 
essays  and  proofs?” 


Biographical  sketch  of  the  Author. 

Colonel  Otto  H.  Schrader  is  a retired  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Army  of  33  years’  service  at  home  and 
abroad.  He  has  been  a collector  for  over  40  years.  His  specialty  is  “Everything  in  U.  S.  & Possessions.’’ 
He  is  a member  of  the  Capital  City  Philatelic  Society  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  North  Shore  Philatelic  Society  of 
Chicago,  Honorary  Life  Alember  of  Col.  Hooper’s  Pioneer  Philatelic  Phalanx  and  the  American  Stamp 
Association.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  faculty  of  the  College  of  Philately  (C.  P.  S.  Chicago),  Delegate 
to  the  Central  Federation  of  Stamp  Clubs  and  a Regional  Director  of  “Stamps  for  the  Wounded.’’  Private 
Proprietary  Stamps  of  the  U.  S.,  popularly  called  Match  & Medicine  Stamps  are  his  favorites.  He 
lectures  upon  and  exhibits  essays  and  proofs  and  kindly  consented  to  write  this  clear  lecture  for  us. 


Call  for  Aimmal  Meeting  of  tlie  Society 

To  the  Members,  Essay-Proof  Society: 

As  directed  by  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  their  meeting  of  feb.  14,  1945,  I 
hereby  call  the  Annual  Meeting  and  announce  it  as  required  by  the  Society’s  By-Laws. 

The  Annual  Meeting  for  1945  shall  be  held  at  the  Essex  House,  Newark,  N.  J. 
on  Tuesday,  August  23,  1945,  opening  at  10  a.  m.  and  continuing  until  all  business  that 
may  lawfully  come  before  this  meeting  shall  have  been  transacted.  This  meeting  may  be 
recessed  for  such  periods  as  may  become  necessary  or  desirable  during  its  continuance. 

The  election  of  Directors  to  replace  those  whose  terms  expire,  and  such  other  business 
as  is  provided  by  Article  111  of  the  Society’s  By-Laws,  shall  constitute  the  agenda  for  this 
meeting. 


Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 
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Additioes  and  Corrections 


At  tlie  top  of  page  16  in  Journal  No.  5 we  referred  to  an  A.B.N.Co.  sheet  of  proofs 
dated  1864  as  illustrated  in  the  Stamp  Lover  for  April,  1937,  p.  295.  We  have  seen  the 
Canada  1851  3p  proof  with  the  border  line  about  it  and  find  these  were  mounted  India 
paper  proofs. 

Since  publication  of  the  January  Journal  No.  5,  we  learn  that  cover  illustration  was 
from  a proof  sheet  in  the  collection  of  Thomas  F.  Morris.  It  is  the  only  sheet  thus  far 
seen  printed  on  (aa)  India  paper  still  adhering  to  its  original  cardboard  backing  measuring 
inches  by  83^^  inches.  The  color  of  the  ink  is  13  m/i  dim  dusky  o-y-orange  (brown). 
If  other  colors  on  India  paper  are  known  we  would  like  to  see  and  record  them. 

Publication  of  the  list  of  b.  colors  on  17  g/2  v.  faint  o-yellow  soft  wove  paper  .0025'^ 
thick,  on  page  16  of  Journal  No.  5 has  brought  out  some  25  other  colors  which  are  added 
to  the  list.  We  have  now  seen  77  different  colors  on  this  paper  and  have  not  yet  seen  any 
exact  duplicate  colors  of  the  same  design.  This  cumulative  evidence  strongly  supports  our 
suggestion  that  only  one  book,  or  lot,  of  sample  color  sheets  became  available  to  philatelists. 
We  would  not  be  surprised  if  a number  of  still  different  colors  turn  up  for  recording. 
The  additional  colors  seen  to  date  are; — 


b.  On  17  g/2  V.  faint  o-yellow  soft  wove  paper  .0025" 


1 b/1  dim  light  red 
1 d/0  pale  red 
1 i/1  dim  deep  red 
1 -/I  dim  red 
1 -/3  dismal  red 
3 b/1  dim  light  orange- 
red 

3 i/2  dull  deep  orange- 
red 

3 k/1  dim  dark  orange- 
red 

5 i/2  dull  deep  o-o-red 
9-/2  dull  o-r-orange 
13  h/1  dim  m.  deep  o-y- 
orange 


13  i/ 3 dismal  deep  o-y- 
orange 

15  h/1  dim  m.  deep  yel- 
low-orange 

15  i/2  dull  deep  yellow- 
orange 

17  i/ 2 dull  deep  orange- 
yellow 

19-/0  y-o-yellow 

19  k/2  dull  dark  y-o- 
yellow 

25  k/3  dismal  dark  y-g- 
yellow 


thick. 

33  i/ 3 dismal  deep  g-y- 
green 

3 5 i/ 5 gloomy  deep  green 

4 5 k/2  dull  dark  b-g-blue 
57-/3  dismal  v-b-violet 
65  i/ 3 dismal  deep  r-r- 

violet 

69  k/ 4 smoky  dark  r-v- 
red 

71  m/0  dusky  v-r-red 


“Mother  of  Postage  Stamps’’ 

As  Used  on  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Triangles 

Charless  Hahn,  after  some  correspondence  and  discussion,  has  suggested  that  the  facts 
bearing  upon  the  use  of  this  master  roll  for  the  backgrounds  of  stamps  in  the  making  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Triangles,  be  set  forth,  lest  any  misapprehension  come  from  his 
statements  in  the  January  1945  No.  5,  p.  6,  of  this  Journal. 

Examination  of  copies  of  the  sixpenny  stamp,  in  my  own  collection  and  that  of  A.  F. 
Lichtenstein,  and  of  sixpenny  proofs  in  that  of  Mr.  Lichtenstein,  shows  that  the  background 
design  is  actually  identical  in  all  four  values.  The  sixpenny  background  looks  different, 
apparently  because  in  making  the  sixpenny  die  by  alteration  from  the  one  penny  die,  there 
was  a less  deep  transfer  taken  than  usual  at  one  or  another  stage.  Accordingly,  the  verti- 
cal spindle-shaped  dashes  which  appear  over  the  background  are  much  less  marked  than 
with  the  other  three  values.  In  proofs  and  the  rare  w^ell-printed  copies  of  the  stamp, 
they  show,  in  exactly  the  same  places  as  on  the  other  values.  The  dark  lines  and  white  spaces 
register  perfectly,  when  any  portion  of  the  6d  and  any  other  of  the  triangles  are  super- 
imposed. 

Mr.  Hahn’s  statement,  January  1945,  page  6,  that  another  design  was  used  for  the 
6d,  was  based  upon  a statement  published  many  years  ago  by  Sir  Edward  Denny  Bacon. 
I'his  statement  was  made  before  Sefi,  Allis  and  others  had  secured  and  published  informa- 
tion as  to  how  the  various  values  of  this  issue  were  all  made  by  alteration  from  transfers 
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from  the  original  id  die.  It  must  therefore  be  dismissed  as  not  in  accord  with  facts  now 
known. 

This  note  is  published  with  the  assent  and  grateful  acknowledgement  of  Mr.  Hahn, 
who  prefers  that  I should  publish  the  correction. 

Stephen  G.  Rich. 


Arclier  & Daly  Pleased  Confederate  Government 

Hectic  days  of  anxiety  and  disappointment  ended  abruptly  when  the  Confederate  Post 
Office  Department  discovered  a local  man  practiced  in  the  art  of  engraving  stamps.  After 
John  Archer,  one-time  master  craftsman  at  the  American  Bank  Note  Company,  set  up  his 
printing  shop  in  Richmond  postal  troubles  in  the  Confederacy  were  over. 

For  over  two  years  prior  to  1863  the  Confederate  States  had  been  forced  to  use  make- 
shift stamps  and  what  few,  uncertain  issues  the  government  provided  from  foreign  engrav- 
ings. During  this  time  the  Postmaster  General  led  a relentless  search  for  an  engraver  or 
printing  firm  somewhere  in  the  South  who  could  be  relied  upon  to  give  the  government  a 
steady  supply  of  stamps. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  John  Archer  moved  into  Richmond,  struck  up  an  acquaintanceship 
with  Joseph  Daly,  a wealthy  politician,  and  together  they  'formed  the  printing  firm  of 
Archer  and  Daly.  Two  years  passed  before  their  shop  was  organized  and  properly  equipped 
for  the  production  of  Confederate  postage  stamps. 

During  the  interim  all  sorts  of  misfortune  befell  the  Post  Office  Department  of  the 
Confederacy.  Changes  in  the  postal  rates,  poor  luck  running  stamp  shipments  into  south- 
ern ports  and  lack  of  facilities  in  the  local  post  offices  added  to  the  south’s  mounting  troubles. 

As  Archer  and  Daly  were  ready  to  provide  the  first  satisfactory  locally  engraved 
stamps,  a shipment  of  plates  from  the  De  La  Rue  Company,  of  London,  lay  in  New  Orleans 
awaiting  to  be  claimed.  The  Postmaster  General  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  home  prod- 
uct that  no  attempt  was  ever  made  to  get  the  foreign  plates. 

Conforming  to  the  domestic  postal  rate,  the  new  Archer  and  Daly  stamps  were  loc 
denominations,  printed  in  blue.  A portrait  of  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, was  adopted  for  the  central  vignette. 

Archer  and  Daly’s  first  engraving  bore  several  curious  features.  Instead  of  laying 
out  the  printing  plate  in  the  usual  manner,  with  one  design  under  another,  the  copper  sheet 
was  first  blocked  off  by  intersecting  lines  dividing  it  equally  into  100  rectangles.  In  each 
one  of  these  blocks  Archer  deftly  incised  the  stamp  design. 

Clumsy  tools  and  bad  metal  put  the  local  engravers  at  a decided  disadvantage. 
Although  the  stamp  pictures  looked  perfect  on  the  face,  each  one  had  to  be  touched  up  by 
hand.  The  engraver  left  such  definite,  characteristic  marks  on  every  picture,  expert  stamp 
collectors  are  able  to  inspect  single  stamps  and  tell  what  place  they  held  in  the  original  sheet. 

By  this  method  several  enterprising  collectors  have  found  the  stamps  one  by  one  and 
fitted  them  back  into  formation. 

The  number  of  stamps  printed  from  the  blocked-off  plate  was  never  recorded  by 
Archer  and  Daly,  but  they  are  classed  as  the  rarest  general  issue  of  the  Confederacy. 
Al  Burns,  Editor,  Western  Stamp  Collector. 


Washington — The  Department  of  Agriculture  sent  to  a Canadian  woman,  at  her 
request,  a booklet  on  canning,  in  a postage-free  envelope  bearing  the  customary  notation: 
^Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid  payment  of  postage  $joo.''  The  department  got  the  book- 
let back  yesterday  with  a note  explaining:  “I  must  return  it  as  I had  planned  to  make 
private  use  of  it  and  haven’t  $300  to  spare  this  season.”  N.  Y.  Herald-Tribune. 
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Essay^Froof  MiMiograpliy 

By  Julian  F.  Gros,  Librarian. 

Additions  are  requested. 

Argentina — Capt.  C.  J.  S.  Jewell — The  Process  of  Alanufacture  of  the  Five  Cents  “Riva- 
davia”  Plates — List  of  Early  Proofs,  hondon  Philatelist,  Jan.  1925,  etc. 

Bavaria — Karl  Holzschuber — Die  Entwerfe  und  Propendruke  der  Luitpold — Ausgrobe — 
Bavaria  1910-1 1. 

— Johann  Brunner  (1924) — Bayerns  Postwert — Zeichen  1849-1920. 

— Dr.  Ehrich  Stenger — Essais  und  Proben  der  Brief-Porto,  Telegraphen,  Stempelmarken 

und  Ganzsachen  von  Bayern — Berliner  Pliilatelisten  Klub  Festschrift  1913.  (25th 

Anniversary  Book)  also  Reprint  from  Berliner  Brief marken  Zeitnng.  1913. 

British  Colonies — Percy  de  Worms — British  Colonial  Proofs  (1929  printing) — London 
Philatelist,  Alay,  1931,  p.  115  and  June  1931,  p.  122. 

British  Columbia — Sir  Edward  Denny  Bacon,  C.  V.  O. — Essays  and  Proofs  of  the  British 
Columbia  Three  Pence  Stamp  of  1865 — London  Philatelist,  March,  1930,  p.  62. 
Canada — Lt.  Col.  AI.  A.  Studd,  F.  R.  P.  S.  L. — Display  at  Royal  Philatelic  Society  Oct.  10, 
1927,  Canadian  Proofs — Loridon  Philatelist,  March  1928,  p.  50. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope — Gilbert  J.  Allis  (1930).  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Great  Britain — Sir  Edward  Denny  Bacon  (1936)  The  Essays,  Proofs,  Colour  Trials,  & 
Reprints  of  the  Line  Engraved  Postage  Stamps  of  Great  Britain,  Printed  by  Perkins, 
Bacon  & Co.,  Including  9 Collotype  Plates — Published  by  Chas.  Nissen  & Co.,  Ltd., 
6 Bloomsbury  St.,  London,  W.  C.  i.  Price  25s. 

— Lt.  Col.  A.  S.  Bates,  D.  S.  O. — Essays,  Proofs,  etc.  for  the  Georgian  Issues  of  Great 

Britain — London  Philatelist  June,  1922,  p.  134  etc.  with  Illustrated  plate  of  20  essays. 
India — Sir  E.  D.  Bacon — The  Proofs,  Essays  and  Reprints  of  the  First  Issued  Postage 
Stamps  of  British  India  of  1854-55,  with  illustrated  plate — Philatelic  Journal  of  India, 
1922,  Feb.,  March,  April  and  Supplement  No.  2.  1922  and  1927. 

Jamaica — Sir  E.  D.  Bacon — The  Die  Proofs  of  the  Jamaica  Postage  Stamps  of  1860-63. 

List  and  illustrations  of  King  Edward  essay — London  Philatelist  Jan.  1932,  p.  2. 

Nevis — By  David  Bernhard — Nevis  Proofs — London  Philatelist,  Dec.  31,  1931,  p.  266. 

New  Zealand — Collins  and  Eathers — The  Postage  Stamps  of  New  Zealand  (1938)  Pub.  by 
Philatelic  Society  of  New  Zealand.  Eine  list  of  Essays  & Proofs — Chapter  XXX, 
p.  563-549- 

Prince  Edward  Island. — Prince  Edward  Island  Stamps — By  J.  A.  Tilleard.  With  prints 
from  7 original  plates.  London  Philatelist,  1893,  Jan.  p.  3,  Feb.  p.  38,  Mar.  p.  59, 
Apr.  p.  81,  May,  plate  only,  June  plate  only. 

Roman  States — Dr.  Emilio  Diena — The  Essays  of  the  Pontifical  States  for  the  Series  of 
1867 — Translated  from  II  Corriere  Filatelico  by  J.  A.  Palethorpe — London  Philatelist 
(illustrated)  Oct.  1921,  p.  248,  275,  305. 

Roumania — George  B.  Duerst — Die  Essais  von  Rumanien — Berliner  Philatelic  Klub 
Festschrift  1913,  p.  35-52. 

Turkey — Adolph  Passer — The  Stamps  of  Turkey.  Edited  by  Barron  & Simons,  London 
Philatelist  1938  p.  62-64,  plates  6,  52. 

United  States — Clarence  W.  Brazer — History  of  the  Preparation  of  the  U.  S.  1861  Stamps 
— Collectors  Club  Philatelist,  1941,  July,  p.  170. 

— Clarence  W.  Brazer — U.  S.  Trans-Mississippi  Issue  of  1898 — Collectors  Club  Philat- 

elist, 1939,  April,  p.  121,  July,  p.  176. 

— Dr.  Carroll  Chase — The  3 Cent  Stamp  of  the  United  States,  1851-1857  Issues. 

— James  B.  Hatcher — Stamp  Proofs  are  Eirst  Impressions — American  Collector,  Nov. 

1943- 

— James  B.  Hatcher — The  Stamp  Designs  That  Also  Ran — American  Collector,  Dec. 

1943- 

— Beverly  S.  King — U.  S.  Essays,  Proofs,  Special  Printings  & Reprints — Collectors  Club 

Philatelist,  Vol.  ii,  p.  153. 
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— King-Johl — U.  S.  Postage  Stamps  of  the  XXth  Century.  Four  volumes. 

— Elliott  Perry — Essays — Pat  Paragraphs  No.  40 — , IMarch  1941. 

Engravers — Clarence  W,  Brazer — A Historical  Catalog  of  U.  S.  Essays  & Proofs — The 
U.  S.  Bank  Note  Engraving  Firms  and  their  Designers  and  Engravers — Collectors 
Club  Philatelist — 1938,  April,  p.  83;  July,  p.  185;  Oct.,  p.  275;  1929,  Jan.,  p.  27; 
1940,  April,  p.  1 14;  July,  p.  167;  1941,  Jan.,  p.  20;  April,  p.  109;  1942,  Oct.  p.  241; 
1943,  Oct.  p.  249;  1944,  Jan.,  p.  23;  etc. 

— A.  P.  Bantham — Ferdinand  Schirnbock,  Engraver  (1859-1930) — MekeeVs  Weekly 

Stamp  News,  1942,  Aug.  24,  p.  115,  August  21,  p.  132,  Sept.,  7,  p.  148. 

— Louis  E.  Bradbury — Charles  Henry  Jeens,  Engraver  (1827-1879)  His  Life  and  Work — 

2150  William  Humphreys. — London  Philatelist,  July,  1920,  p.  156. 

— Wilfrid  B.  Haworth — The  Engravings  of  Herbert  Bourne  (1825-1907)  London 

Philatelist,  Sept.  1922,  p.  222. 

G.  C.  Williamson  (1904)  Bryan’s  Dictionary  of  Painters  and  Engravers. 

— Sidney  Lee  (1892)  Dictionary  of  National  Biography. 

— Encyclopedia  Britannica. 

David  McNelly  Stauffer — American  Engravers  on  Copper  and  Steel.  Three  volumes. 


C.  J.  L.  Snowden  displayed  to  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society  at  their  meeting  on  March 
9,  1944  the  higher  values  of  Queensland  (Scott’s  75  to  78)  produced  by  Bradbury,  Wilkin- 
son & Co.  On  December  22,  1879,  a notice  was  issued  by  tbe  Treasury,  at  Brisbane,  to 
the  effect  that  on  and  after  January  i,  1880,  the  Duty  stamps  in  the  highest  denominations 
would  be  available  for  postal  purposes.  But  a series  of  five  new  stamps  were  ordered 
early  in  March,  1881.  The  instructions  stipulated  that  the  design  include  the  head  of 
Queen  Victoria  as  drawn  by  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co. 

The  display  commenced  with  a die  essay  in  black  on  card  showing  the  original  die  in 
an  unfinished  state,  with  blank  value  label  and  circles  in  the  corners.  The  head  was 
engraved  by  Herbert  Bourne.  This  essay  was  of  particular  interest  as  it  bears,  in  tbe 
handwriting  of  the  late  R.  W.  Wilkinson,  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Bourne,  the  engraver. 
This  was  followed  by  a second  die  essay,  also  in  black  on  card,  showing  the  original  die 
completed  with  the  engraving  deepened.  Replicas  of  this  die  were  made,  and  the  necessary 
value  numerals  and  inscriptions  engraved  upon  them,  thus  providing  the  dies  for  the  five 
values. 

Mr.  Wilkinson’s  written  instructions  (on  the  card)  were  “As  this  is  for  transferring 
by  tbe  American  process,  could  tbe  work  be  made  a little  stronger,  because  I fear  the 
inter-work  will  be  lost — it  is  so  fine.”  “The  ‘American  process’  probably  involved  the  use 
of  a flat  die  instead  of  the  roller  die  as  used  by  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.”  (Editor’s  Note — 
There  appears  to  be  some  confusion  here  between  the  die  and  the  transfer  roller.)  Mr. 
Snowden  displayed  a series  of  trial  color  die  proofs  including  a set  of  five  approved  colors. 

The  plates  consist  of  six  horizontal  rows  of  five,  or  thirty  subjects,  and  were  delivered 
in  Brisbane  on  February  17,  1882.  They  cost  £125  and  were  apparently  accompanied  by 
imperforate  proof  sheets.  The  2/-,  5/-,  10/-  and  £i  sheets  of  plate  proofs  were  shown  in 
trial  colors  not  selected.  These  proof  sheets  bear  the  imprint  of  “Bradbury,  Wilkinson 
& Co.  Bank  Note  Engravers  etc.  London’.’  but  before  the  stamps  were  printed  in  Brisbane 
this  imprint  was  removed.  Extracts  from  the  London  Philatelist,  April  and  July  1944- 


Mialreadly  IDie  Proofs 

An  original  die  proof  of  the  1840  Great  Britain  Mulready  envelope  is  contained  in 
the  collection  of  the  late  Mrs.  Charlotte  Tebay  who  began  collecting  in  1870.  It  was 
sold  at  Christies  in  London  on  October  18-19  for  benefit  of  the  Red  Cross.  London  Philat- 
elist, July,  1944. 
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A Proplicsy 

From  MedfieM’s  Stamp  Weekly  (Eitiglainid) 

Augiiist  29« 


Proofs  and  Essays 

Are  They  Not  Worthy  of  More 

Fopnlarity? 

By  R.  E.  R.  Dalwigk  in  The  Stamp  Lover 


“Proofs  and  essays  are  of  no  use  to  me  whatever;  I have  no  demand  for  such  things,” 
is  the  cry  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  London  stampdealers.  At  a glance,  the  sad  truth  is 
revealed  to  us  by  the  above  statement,  namely,  that  proofs,  etc.  are  not  popular  with  the 
philatelic  public;  in  fact,  very  few  specialists,  and  hardly  any  general  collectors,  take  much 
notice  of  these  very  interesting  and,  in  several  cases,  very  rare  works  of  art. 

Before  proceeding  to  point  out  the  interest  which  attaches  to  proofs  and  essays,  ft  is 
necessary  to  briefly  describe  the  full  meaning  of  these  two  terms  for  the  benefit  of  begin- 
ners and  novices  who  may  be  totally  unacquainted  with  this  branch  of  our  hobby.  For  the 
sake  of  making  things  clearer,  it  is  desirable  to  reverse  the  above  order,  and  therefore  to 
give  first  place  to  the  description  of  the  term  essay. 

An  essay,  in  plain  English,  is  an  unaccepted  design.  When  a certain  country  wants  to 
issue  a new  series  of  stamps,  the  Government  of  that  country  invites  designs  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  the  new  series.  The  artist  having  sent  in  his  sketch,  it  is  then  printed  (if  it  is  at 
all  likely  to  be  suitable)  and  then  submitted  to  the  authorities  for  their  approval — or  disap- 
proval, as  the  case  may  be. 

All  those  designs  which  have  reached  this  state,  but  have  finally  been  refused  by  the 
authorities,  are  called  essays.  A proof  is  a printing  from  the  accepted  design,  and  engraved 
in  the  same  way  as  the  subsequent  postage  stamps,  but  differing  in  some  minor  respect,  such 
as  paper,  perforation,  etc.  The  engraver  likes  to  take  impressions,  at  various  stages  in  his 
work,  to  see  that  all  is  going  well,  these  complete  impressions  being  known  as  “die-proofs.” 
On  the  other  hand  all  impressions  taken  from  the  finished  plate  are  known  as  “plate-proofs.” 
“Colour-trials”  or  “colour-proofs”  consist  of  experiments  in  colours.  When  a plate  has 
been  approved  by  the  authorities,  ft  is  next  necessary  to  decide  what  colours  the  stamps  are 
to  be;  so  accordingly,  impressions  are  struck  from  the  accepted  plate  in  various  combina- 
tions of  colours,  from  which  the  officials  make  their  choice. 

Proofs  are  printed  in  black,  and  also  in  colour,  on  plate  or  India  paper,  as  the  colour 
and  impression  shows  up  to  distinct  advantage  on  these  two  papers. 

Supposing  the  above  explanations  have  been  digested,  the  reader  may  now  ask: 

“But  what  is  the  attraction  and  fascination  that  surrounds  proofs?  They  are  not 
postage  stamps,  and  have  never  done  any  sort  of  postal  service  whatever.” 

The  last  remark  is  both  natural  and  true,  but  surely  it  is  hardly  a just  explanation  for 
the  unpopularity  of  proofs.  Are  several  stamps  in  our  catalogues  worthy  of  the  name 
postage  stamps?  I think  not. 

Taking  the  matter  from  a sensible  point  of  view,  it  is  quite  absurd  to  argue  about 
proofs  “not  being  postage  stamps”;  they  were  never  supposed  to  be,  and  this  point  has  no 
right  to  make  proofs  unpopular,  or  account,  in  any  way,  for  their  neglect  at  the  hands  of 
philatelists. 

The  most  similar  hobby  to  stamps  is  undoubtedly  tbe  collection  of  engravings,  which  is 
a very  popular  pursuit  at  the  present  time.  Take  a lesson  and  an  example  from  the  “Print” 


(i)  Contributed  by  S.  J.  Caraher,  E.  P.  S.  iiv 


90 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


collector.  Does  he  not  have  a special  weakness  for  proofs  and  incomplete  impressions  which 
show  the  engraver’s  progress  in  his  arduous  work? 

It  is  practically  only  the  advanced  specialist  who  has  discovered  the  great  attractions 
of  proofs  and  essays;  their  quaintness,  their  rareness,  and,  in  the  case  of  essays,  their 
originality. 

In  the  last  number  of  this  Journal,  I endeavoured  to  show  how  a single  stamp  could 
be  specialized,  but  I purposely  waited  until  this  month  to  introduce  the  question  of  proofs, 
etc.  A collector  may  specialize  a single  stamp  to  his  heart’s  desire,  he  may  possess  shades, 
blocks,  panes,  etc.  and  yet  his  collection  lacks  a finishing  touch — it  has  no  proofs!  To 
possess  no  proofs  or  essays  may  not  appear,  at  first  thought,  to  be  of  much  importance,  but, 
nevertheless,  a fair  show  of  these  neglected  items  at  once  makes  one’s  collection  twice  as 
Interesting  as  formerly. 

First,  you  have  the  various  designs — the  many  rejected  and  the  lucky  accepted  one. 
Consider  for  a moment  the  interest  they  arouse.  Let  your  thoughts  wander.  Did  the 
authorities  choose  the  best  design;  No!  Why  on  earth  was  not  this  one  chosen?  Think 
of  the  interest  and  romance  attached  to  this  branch  of  philately.  Think  of  the  many  dis- 
cussions you  may  have  with  friends  as  to  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  this  and  that  “trial.” 

But  do  not  imagine  that  these  are  the  sole  good  qualities  of  proofs,  as  we  have  yet  to 
come  to  their  chief  claim,  namely,  that  proofs  show  the  engravers’  skill  to  the  very  finest 
advantage,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  the  first  impressions  taken  from  the  new  plate, 
before  the  plate  has  been  subjected  to  any  hard  wear  and  tear. 

There  is  yet  another  very  important  point,  which  most  collectors  do  not  seem  to 
thoroughly  comprehend,  and  that  is,  the  extreme  rarity  of  several  proofs  and  essays. 

Take  an  example  to  illustrate  this  remark.  A postage  stamp  may  be  catalogued  at  £5, 
and  the  proof  of  this  very  identical  stamp  is  offered  at  £2,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  the 
proof  is  twice  as  rare  as  the  actual  postage  stamp.  Is  this  not  sufficient  testimony  as  to  the 
unpopularity  of  proofs?  There  can  be  no  two  opinions  that  several  proofs  are,  in  reality, 
much  rarer  than  a “Post  Office”  Mauritius  stamp,  and  yet  unpopularity — and  unpopularity 
only — accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  rarest  proofs  are  nothing  more  than  dregs  on  the 
market!  Proofs  and  colour-trials  are,  as  a rule,  very  difficult  to  obtain,  so  do  not  be  under 
the  delusion  that  you  will  obtain  any  proofs  at  the  first  dealer’s  shop  you  enter,  or  you  will, 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  be  disappointed.  If  you  happen  to  fall  in  with  some  proofs  of  your 
favorite  country,  do  not  hesitate  to  buy  them,  as  delaying  will  mean  losing  them  forever, 
that  is  to  say,  if  they  are  at  all  scarce. 

There  are,  of  course,  quantities  of  proofs  which  are  fairly  common  and  cheap,  but 
these  are  the  minority,  and  shall  we  say,  the  exception  to  the  rule. 

It  Is  the  general  opinion  of  well-informed  philatelists  that  proofs  and  essays  are  the 
“boom”  of  the  future,  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  craze 
for  proofs  of  all  kinds  will  be  the  matter  of  the  moment,  and  then  we  shall  see  the  wise 
ones  complimenting  their  foresight. 

Those  collectors  and  specialists  who  wish  to  add  a few  proofs  to  their  “favorites,” 
should  lose  no  time,  as  when  the  wind  changes,  prices  will  also  change. 


In  the  Philatelist  (London)  for  June,  1944,  Robson  Lowe  writes  a very  interesting 
article,  the  first  of  a series,  entitled  The  Perkins-Bacon  Colours.  This  firm  mixed  all 
their  own  colors  and  the  author  states  “the  formulae  for  mixing  the  colors  that  are  quoted 
are  from  the  original  colour  charts  of  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.  printed  about  1853. 

The  same  Philatelist  contains  “The  Hong  Kong  Array'  by  the  Rev.  H.  J.  A.  McKee 
in  which  is  illustrated  the  original  drawing  for  the  Queen  Victoria  issue.  Henry  Clay 
in  his  “Here  and  There”  illustrates  the  Barbados  1859  8P1  6p  die  proof  sold  In  Robson 
Lowe  London  Sale  on  June  14,  (Lot  35)  which  he  states  is  probably  from  “a  secondary 
die  made  at  the  time  De  La  Rue  commenced  printing  from  the  Perkins.  Bacon  plates.” 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


H.  K.  Hariiier,  London.  Sale  Oct.  1944.  R.  B.  Yai'dley  Collection. 

Continued  from  JOURNAL  No.  5,  p.  43. 

GREAT  BRITAIN 


1870  V2P  dull  rose  die  essay  with  blank  corners  on  India  paper  on  card  . . . 36.00 

i/^p  ultramarine  die  essay  with  blank  corners  on  India  paper 40.00 

IV2P  olive-yellow  die  essay  with  blank  corners,  showing  “35”  reversed 

below  design,  on  thin  paper  ah.  35x45  mm 108.00 

1878  10s  black  die  essay  with  blank  corners  and  plate  no.  on  glazed  card  . . 28.00 

£1  black  die  essay — ditto 36.00 

187  6 2 1/^p  black  plate  12  essay  with  blank  corners  on  glazed  card 20.00 

1881  21/^p  black  plate  2 2 essay  with  blank  corners  on  glazed  card 22.00 

5p  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card 19.00 

IONIAN  ISLANDS 

1859  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  ab.  52x65  mm.  (slight  stain)  52.00 

MALTA 

1860  i/^p  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card 58.00 

V2P  orange  plate  proof  block  of  four  overprinted  “CANCELLED”  . . 30.00 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE 

18  53  Ip  black  single  original  die  sunk  proof  on  card  ab.  5 2x75  mm 112.00 

Ip  black  single  incomplete  die  essay  on  triangular  truncated  card  ab. 

40x30  mm 88.00 

Ip  black  plate  proof,  marginal  block  of  four  (stained)  35.00 

4p  black  original  die  proof  on  card  with  1 mm.  margin  about  design  62.00 
6p  black  original  die  proof  on  card  with  1 mm.  margin  at  b.  and  12 

mm.  at  sides  112.00 

Is  black  original  die  proof  on  card  with  1 mm.  margin  at  b.  and  8 mm. 

at  sides  100.00 

Is  black  plate  proof  square  pair  with  sheet  margin  one  side 58.00 

6p,  Is,  black  reprint  plate  proofs  on  thick  wove  paper,  both  pairs  ....  35.00 

18  64  Ip,  4p,  6p,  Is,  5s  normal  color  plate  proofs  on  glazed  card  with  SPECI- 
MEN, also  Is  black  on  glazed  card  without  overprint 100.00 


LAGOS 

1874-5  Value  label  blank,  die  essay  dated  “March  25,  1874  Before  Harden- 
ing” stamped  “THREE  PENCE”  below  and  “This  is  too  small, 

Mr.  W.  W.  D.  says  larger”  on  glazed  card  ab.  78x51  mm 74.00 

MAURITIUS 

1863-72  Ip  to  5s  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed  card  “SPECIMEN”  set  of  9 88.00 

NATAL 


1859-60  Ip  black  die  proof  on  thin  paper  on  card  ab.  26x30  mm 42.00 

3p  black  die  proof  on  thin  paper  on  card  ab.  25x27  mm.  (3  each)  . . 42.00 

3p  same,  but  space  about  center  oval  filled  in  dark  brown 48.00 

6p  black  die  proof  on  thin  paper  on  card,  also  block  of  plate  proofs 

on  card 50.00 

Without  top  and  bottom  labels,  black  die  essay  on  thin  paper  on  card  44.00 

1867  Is  blue  die  proof  on  large  glazed  card  slightly  stained  edges 25.20 

1867-78  Ip,  3p,  6p,  Is,  5s  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed  cards  “SPECIMEN”  60.00 

RHODESIA 

1891-94  6p  sepia  plate  proof  on  watermarked  paper,  close  at  left * 24.00 

SIERRA  LEONE 

1860  6p  black  die  proof  on  small  glazed  card  19.00 

6p  normal  color  plate  proof  on  bluish  paper,  also  green  and  brown  on 

thin  paper,  also  bright  violet  on  glazed  card  “SPECIMEN”  ....  104.00 
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1872  Value  label  blank,  black  on  glazed  card,  SPECIMEN,  slightly  stained  26.00 
Ip,  3p,  4p,  Is  normal  color  proofs  on  watermarked  paper  “SPECIMEN”  88.00 

TRANSVAAE 

1885  Ip  plate  proof  in  9 different  colors 16.00 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

1860  21/^p  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card  stamp  size 64.00 

1865  5c  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card  stamp  size 60.00 

10c  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  glazing  slightly  defective 46.00 

5c,  10c  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed  cards  overprinted  SPECIMEN  . . 66.00 

1866  3p  black  die  proofs  on  glazed  card  stamp  size 50.00 

3p  normal  color  proof  on  glazed  card  stamp  size  SPECIMEN 34.00 

CANADA 

18  51  Ip  brown  Colony  of  Canada  essay  on  wove  paper 2 2.00 

6p  green  Viking  Head  essay 21.00 

Ip  brown  Queen’s  Head  essay  on  thick  wove  paper 20.00 

Ip  claret — ditto  23.00 

3p  black  proof  on  card,  slight  stains  26.00 

3p  normal  color  plate  proof  on  India  paper  block  of  four  damaged  ....  50.00 

12p  black  die  proof  on  laid  paper,  from  scarred  die,  stamp  size 92.00 

12p  light  brown  reprint  die  proof  on  thin  wove  paper  from  scarred  die  37.80 

12p  black  plate  proof  on  thick  paper,  SPECIMEN  removed 50.00 

1857  7 l^p  greenish  blue  die  essay  of  vignette  on  card  cross  hatched 108.00 

7 p gray-black — ditto 74.00 

1859  Ic  brown  plate  proof  mounted  on  card,  orange,  also  normal  color  . . 36.00 

18  64  2c  normal  color  plate  proof,  creased  pair 21.00 

1891  2c  blue  Canada  Bank  Note  Co.,  essay  Queen’s  head  to  left  and  a vig- 
nette only  in  dull  rose 27.00 

1898  3c  normal  color  die  proof  28.00 

2c  normal  color  die  proof  (map)  on  thin  paper 66.00 

1903  Ic  normal  color  die  proof  21.00 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 

1851  3p,  6p,  Is  reprints 26.00 

1863  2c  black  die  proof  on  card 25.20 

5c  black  Connell  die  proof  on  thin  paper,  small  stain 23.00 

5c  Connell  and  10c,  12  mm  apart  printed  together  deep  Vermillion  on 

card  ab.  56x29  mm 58.00 

17c  black  die  proof  on  card,  stained 16.00 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

1857  Ip  black  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  four 33.00 

2p  black  die  proof  on  card,  2 mm.  margins 50.00 

3p  black  die  essay  (unfinished)  on  card,  6 mm.  margins 62.00 

3p  black  plate  proof,  block  of  four  on  card 36.00 

5p  black  die  proof  on  card,  2 mm.  margins 5 4.00 

5p  black  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  four  (stained)  30.00 

6p  black  die  essay  (unfinished  bottom  line)  on  card,  2 mm.  margins  . . 58.00 

Ic  black  die  essay  (rejected  die)  on  card  2 mm.  margins 58.00 

Is  black  die  proof  sunk  on  card  ab.  40x55  mm 84.00 

Ip,  3p  (pair),  4p,  6p,  6%p,  8p  1929  die  proofs 32.00 

1868  Ic  black  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  four 19.00 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

1851  Ip  black  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  four,  also  single  on  wove 42.00 

Ip  brown  plate  proof  on  thin  wove  paper  handstamped  SPECIMEN  . . 22.00 

18  60  Black  Queen  vignette  die  essay  as  used  on  high  values,  on  large  card  . . 26.00 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND 

1862  Ip  black  and  orange  plate  proofs  in  marginal  strips  of  five  (damaged)  25.20 

Hariiier,  Rookc  & Co.  N.  ^ . Sale,  Nov.  8,  1044 — UNITED  STATES. 

Essays. 

1851  LOIE-Aa  carmine  carrier  vignette  only  on  India 3.25 
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5 5E-Aa  Ic  scarlet,  yellow-brown,  violet  vignette  only  on  India,  each  . . 

5 6E-Aa  3c  brown-orange  vignette  only  on  India 

5 7E-Aa  5c  Die  II  black  on  India  (small  thin)  

1869  12  2E-CC  9 0c  red-brown  and  black  

1877  18  2E-AC -f- 18  3E-AC  Ic  and  2c  frames  only,  dark  orange  on  India  . . . . 

184E-Ab  3c  ultramarine  frame  only 

184E-Ba  3c  dull  yellow.  Die  No.  1 

184E-HC  3c  black  on  India,  Small  

18  4E-H3C  orange-red  on  card  

18  4E-HC  3c  green  on  card,  block  of  four 

18  4E-Hd  3c  brown,  perforated  and  gummed 

Large  Die  Proofs. 


1861  56P1  3c  pale  rose  Premiere  Gravure (Cat.  20.00) 

3c  dark  red  Premiere  Gravure  (Stained)  (Cat.  20.00) 

3c  dull  red  Premiere  Gravure  47x51  mm  (Cat.  20.00) 

1870  147P1  3c  green  63x75  mm (Cat.  15.00) 

153P1  24c  purple (Cat.  15.00) 

155P1  90c  carmine (Cat.  15.00) 

1873  157P1  2c  brown  (remounted)  (Cat.  15.00) 

165P1  30c  black  66x78  mm (Cat.  20.00) 

210Tcl  2c  dull  deep  pink  (remounted  and  soiled)  

210P1  2c  bright  red-brown  (not  die  sunk)  (Cat.  15.00) 

210P1  2c  dark  red-brown  (not  die  sunk)  (Cat.  15.00) 


E.  N.  Costales  N.  Y.  Sale  Nov.  27,  1944.  UNITED  STATES. 

Essays. 

1847  IXaEc  5c  blue  on  bond  for  Albany  Postmaster  

18  61  55E-Aa  Ic  yellow-brown  on  India,  vignette  only 

55E-AC  Ic  red  on  green  bond,  vignette  only  

5 7E-Ab  5c  orange-brown  Die  II  vignette  only  

57E-Ae  5c  carmine 

5 7E-Aj  5c  dark  green  (creased)  

59E-Aa  12c  green,  vignette  only 

60E-Aa  24c  carmine,  vignette  only 

6 2E-Aa  9 0c  scarlet,  vignette  only 

1877  184E-A1  3c  dull  violet  die  on  India  (small  thin)  

18  4E-Ba  3c  carmine  on  India 

1881  2 09E-Cb  10c  dull  orange,  vignette  only,  signed  by  “Burt” 

1894  247E-Ba  Ic  blue  (pair)  cracked  

2 51E-B  2c  carmine.  Die  79  essay  on  India 

252E-C  2c  carmine.  Die  81  essay  on  India 

2 5 2E-D  2c  carmine.  Die  8 3 essay  on  India 

1910  3 8 5aE-Ad  carmine  block  of  four 

1908  E7E-D  10c  dusky  blue-green  Special  Delivery  essay 

Proofs. 


4.00 

3.00 

3.00 

8.00 

9.00 
4.50 

5.00 

7.00 
10.00 
22.00 
10.00 


33.00 

30.00 

38.00 

15.00 

17.00 

15.00 

15.00 

18.00 

30.00 

15.00 
15.00 


15.50 

3.50 

4.50 

3.50 
4.00 

4.50 

3.50 
3.50 

4.00 

5.00 
5.00 

16.50 

17.50 
28.00 

32.00 

31.00 

37.50 

15.50 


1861  65P1  3c  brown-red  on  India  on  card  73x72  mm (Cat.  15.00) 

1873  068TC2  2.00  scarlet  and  dull  blue  State,  Good  all  small  die  TC 

1870  147TC6  3c  brown  perf.  and  gummed  on  chemical  paper 

154TC6  3 0c  green  perf.  and  gummed 

152P3  15c  orange  PI.  No.  20,  block  of  14 (Cat.  156.00) 

156TC3  Ic  black  PI.  No.  12,  block  of  14 

1873  158P3  3c  green  PI.  No.  175,  block  of  50 (Cat.  294.00) 

158Tc3  3c  black  PI.  No.  8,  block  of  14 

1887  214P3  Ic  blue  PI.  No.  577,  block  of  12 (Cat.  400.00) 

1873  068aP4,  069aP4,  071aP4  2.00,  5.00,  20.00  inverted  centers 

(Cat.  600.00) 

Hugh  C.  Barr,  Inc.,  N.  Y.  Sale  Dec.  14,  1944.  UNITED  STATES 

Ih'oofs 

1847  29D-P4 -1- 29E-P4  5c,  10c,  reproductions  on  card (Cat.  10.00)  11.00 

1888  218P3  90c  purple  on  India,  block  of  four (Cat.  24.00)  20.00 

1893  230P4  to  245P4  Ic  to  5.00  set  of  plate  proofs  on  card  ....  (Cat.  40.00)  35.25 

1894  247P2  to  263P2  Ic  to  5.00  set  of  small  die  proofs (Cat.  75.00)  61.00 

1898  285P1  to  293P1  Ic  to  2.00  set  of  large  die  proofs (Cat.  150.00)  110.00 

285E  to  293E  Ic  to  2.00  set  of  large  die  bi-color  essays 72.50 


18.00 

60.00 

14.00 

21.00 

51.00 

25.00 
106.00 

44.00 

176.00 

290.00 
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1902  300P2  to  313P2  Ic  to  5.00  set  of  small  die  proofs (Cat.  85.00)  62.00 

1879-87  J1P4  to  J21P4  Ic  to  50c  2 sets  of  Postage  Due  on  card  (Cat.  10.00)  8.00 

1871  R105P4  to  R126P4  3c  to  3.50  Second  Issue  Revenue  on  card 

(Cat.  17.75)  13.50 

R130P4,  131P4  25.00,  50.00  Second  Issue  Revenue  on  card 

(Cat.  17.00)  13.00 

Kobsoii  Lowe  Ltd,  London  Sale  Nov.  8,  1944.  BRITISH  C OLUMBIA. 

These  will  be  listed  in  oni*  Catalog  later. 

18  60  2 14p  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card  about  6 3x4  2 mm 7 2.00 

1865  5c  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card  ab.  63x42  mm.  dated  “Mar.  17,  1865” 
and  stamped  “BEFORE  HARDENING”  with  m’s’s.  “7  205”  and 

“J.  S.”  in  corners  66.00 

5c  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card  ab.  6 3x4  2 mm.  dated  “Mar.  2 0,  186  5” 
and  stamped  “AFTER  HARDENING  AND  BEFORE  STRIKING” 

with  mss.  “R.  R.”  in  corner  64.00 

10c  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card  ab.  63x42  mm.  dated  “Mar.  10, 

1865”  with  m’s’s.  “7190”  and  “J.  S.”  in  corners 62.00 

10c  black  die  proof  on  glazed  card  ab.  63x42  mm.  dated  “Mar.  17, 

1865”  and  stamped  “AFTER  HARDENING  AND  BEFORE 

STRIKING”  with  m’s’s.  “A.  Mc.D.”  in  corner 64.00 

10c  yellow  die  proof  on  glazed  card  ab.  63x4  2 mm.  with  m’s’s.  “A. 

McD.”  at  corner 74.00 

10c  bright  violet  die  proof  on  glazed  card  ab.  63x42  mm 70.00 

10c  red-brown  die  proof  on  glazed  card  ab.  6 3x4  2 mm 7 0.00 

3p  black  die  proof  sunk  on  glazed  paper  ab.  63x42  mm.  dated  “Feb. 

10,  1865”  and  stamped  “AFTER  HARDENING”  “and”  “BE- 
FORE STRIKING”  70.00 

H.  R.  Harmer,  London.  Sale  Dec.  11-12,  1944.  R.  B.  Yardley  Collection. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

1850  3p  myrtle  green  proof  on  card  stamp  size,  sheet  margin  at  R 52.00 

1852  6p  chocolate  proof  of  Carmichaels  Laureated  head  on  stout  soft  paper, 

small  margins  36.80 

1856  6p  red  and  blue  Registration  reprint  on  thick  yellowish  wove  paper, 

complete  sheet  of  5 0 mounted  on  card 66.00 

8p  orange  plate  proof  on  thick  wove  paper,  block  of  four 22.00 

Is  dull  red  plate  proof  on  thin  wove  paper  block  of  four;  Also  a single 

Is  rosy-vermillion  27.00 

1861  5s  dull  violet  die  proof  on  watermarked  paper 70.00 

5s  black  plate  proof  on  soft  card,  block  of  25  (stained)  136.00 

NEW  ZEALAND 

1855-62  Ip,  2p,  3p  (2),  6p  all  black  proofs  on  India  paper  or  card  (5)  ....  210.00 
187  4 Ip,  2p,  3p,  4p,  6p,  proofs  in  trial  colors,  and  Is  green,  all  6 on  glazed 

card  overprinted  SPECIMEN.  Also  Ip  brown  on  small  buff  card  5 4.00 
1906  l^p  emerald  green  die  proof  on  large  card.  Also  18  9 8 1/2 p deep 

purple  and  6p  deep  purple  plate  proofs  se-tenant 26.00 

QUEENSLAND 

1860-1  Ip,  2p,  3p,  6p  (2),  Is,  and  Registered,  all  7 black  die  proofs  on 

India  or  card 180.00 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

18  55  2p  black  proof  mounted  on  large  sunk  card 18.00 

Ip  dark  green,  6p  deep  blue,  plate  proofs  blocks  of  four  and  Is  black 

in  block  of  six  (stained)  37.80 

TASMANIA 

1855  2p,  4p  black  die  proofs  on  same  die  sunk  card 58.00 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA 

1854  Ip  black  unfinished  die  essay  on  sunk  card 50.00 

Ip,  4p  black  plate  proofs,  blocks  of  four.  Ip  cut  into 29.00 

1860  2p  black  large  die  proof  on  India  paper  ab.  43x38  mm 46.00 
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6p  black  large  die  proof  on  India  paper  ab.  42x40  mm 44.00 

2p,  4p  black  plate  proofs,  blocks  of  four,  2p  close  and  creased 35.00 

1.^82-90  3p  rose,  pale  violet  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Crown  CA  paper 

gummed  and  perf 30.00 

Hariiiei*,  Rooke  & (''o.,  N.  Y.  vSale  Jan.  8,  1945. 

UNITED  STATES 

1890  6c  olive-green  trial  color  plate  proof  imperf.  pair,  gummed 26.00 

6c  yellow-brown  ditto  27.50 

6c  purple  ditto  26.00 

6c  purple-black  ditto  28.50 

6c  slate-green  ditto  . ; 26.00 

CANADA 

1851  3P3S  Avr  12p  black  plate  proof  on  India,  SPECIMEN  in  red 60.00 

H.  R.  Hai'iner,  London.  Sale  Jan.  8-9,  1945.  R.  B.  Yardley  Collection. 

PORTUGAL 

1862  lOOr  small  die  proof  on  pinkish  paper 36.00 

1866  5r  golden  brown  (pair),  120r  red,  120r  green,  5r  overprinted  “Inutil- 

azado” 29.00 

H.  R.  Hariner,  London.  Sale  Jan.  22-23,  1945.  R.  B.  Yardley  Collection. 

CEYLON 

1857  %p,  die  essay,  value  label  blank,  on  large  glazed  card  (slight  stains)  144.00 

4p  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  mounted  on  card  ab.  2 6x3  2 mm. 

(stained) 100.00 

9p  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  mounted  on  card  ab.  33x36  mm..  . . 70.00 

lOp  black  die  proof  sunk  on  card  ab.  45x40  mm 74.00 

ls9p  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  mounted  on  card  ab.  32x46  mm.  66.00 
2s  black  die  proof  on  India  paper  mounted  on  card  ab.  32x37  mm.  . . . 136.00 
%P,  2p,  4p,  5p,  6p,  8p,  9p,  lOp,  Is,  ls9p,  2s,  and  1867  Ip,  3p  normal 
color  proofs,  all  13  on  glazed  card  stamp  size  overprinted  SPEC- 
IMEN (mostly  all  cut  into  at  top)  220.00 

1872-80  2c,  4c,  8c,  16c,  24c,  36c,  48c,  96c  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed 

card  overprinted  SPECIMEN  (8)  120.00 

HONG  KONG 

18  62  8c  black  die  essay  of  unfinished  design  unglazed  card.  Also  18c  black, 

24c  black  proofs  cut  to  shape  and  stained 124.00 

18  63-7  4 2c  to  9 6c  (10)  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed  card  stamp  size  all 

overprinted  SPECIMEN.  Also  4 Postal  Fiscal  proofs 220.00 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS 

1867-8  2c  to  9 6c  (8)  normal  color  proofs  on  glazed  card  stamp  size  all 

overprinted  SPECIMEN  116.00 

Vahaii,  Mozian,  New  York.  Sale  Feb.  1,  1945.  UNITED  STATES. 

1898  285E  to  293E,  Ic  to  2.00  Omaha  bi-color  set  of  9 die  essays 80.00 

Eugene  N.  Costales,  New  Y"ork  Sale  Feb.  19-24,  1945.  Col.  E.  H.  R.  Green  Collection. 

UNITED  STATES 

1871  $5000.  gray-black,  pale  green  and  orange  II  Issue  Revenue  large  die 

proof  on  India  paper  showing  imprint 1200.00 

5.00  green  and  black  Proprietary  Revenue  small  die  proof  on  India 

paper  block  sunk  on  card 7 5.00 

• NICARAGUA 

1862  5c  apple  green  small  die  proof  on  bond  paper,  cut  from  A.  B.  N.  Co. 

color  sample  sheet  12.50 

18  62-71  5c  olive  green-black  finished  trial  color  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper 

perf.  and  gummed 31.00 
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1890  5c  black  wash  drawing  essay  on  thick  card  80.00 

3c  scarlet  engraved  essay  Type  A5  with  frame  of  5 lines 18.00 

1892  2c  black  wash  drawing  essay  of  frame  Type  A7  on  white  card 105.00 

2c  black  wash  drawing  essay  of  vignette  Type  A7  ditto 105.00 

1893  2c  black  wash  drawing  essay  Type  A8,  on  white  card  5%x6%" 105.00 

1894  2c  in  ten  different  colors,  small  die  proofs  on  India,  dated  1893  70.00 

1895  5c  black  wash  drawing  essay  Type  AlO  on  white  card  5 44x5%" 125.00 

Ic  to  lOp  normal  and  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  India,  29  blocks  of  4 190.00 

189  6 Type  All  (4)  die  essays  blank  value,  scarlet,  green,  blue,  black  on 

India 9 8.00 

189  8 5c  blue  Type  A12,  typographed  die  proof  on  glazed  white  wove  paper  25.00 
19  03-4  5c  gray  wash  drawing  essay  at  stamp  size  on  white  card.  Essayed 

May  13,  1902  105.00 

5c  dark  red  wash  drawing  essay  on  white  card  3%x4"  Essayed  May 

24,  1902  135.00 

Ic  to  10c  (4)  trial  color  die  proofs  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  “For  Ap- 
proval Aug.  20,  1902"  85.00 

Ic  to  10c  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  India  on  card.  Also  block  of  4 

Ic  frame  only  3 5.00 

1905  10c  pale  violet  die  essay  for  Official  stamps,  on  India  on  card 7 2.50 

1909  10c  dark  brown  water  color  and  ink  drawing  essay  for  a triangular 

Official  stamp,  on  white  card  7 44x5%".  Essayed  by  A.  B.  N.  Co. 

Feb.  7,  19  09.  “Dropped  on  account  of  decision  not  to  issue  sep- 
arate Official  stamps."  125.00 

SALVADOR 

1888-90  Types  A9,  A13  lot  of  102  plate  proofs  on  India,  mostly  blocks  of 

four 90.00 

189  3 Type  A21  green  vignette  in  unfinished  frame  large  die  essay  on  India 

paper 20.00 

1894  Type  A26  blue  vignette  die  essay  on  India  paper 25.00 

Type  A2  6 pale  green  two  rows  of  four  incomplete  die  essays 7 5.00 

Type  A26  60  die  proofs  in  multiples  on  India  paper 160.00 

1895  5c  green  incomplete  die  essay  with  pencil  sketches  on  India  on  card  . . 60.00 

5c  green  incomplete  die  essay  with  notation  “more  color"  around  “s"  51.00 

Ic,  3c,  24c,  incomplete  die  essays  each  with  pencil  sketches,  on  India  80.00 
Ic  black  Type  A32  three  states  of  the  die  essay  with  pencil  sketches  . . 100.00 
Ic  black  die  essay  engraved  vignette  with  pencil  sketch  for  frame  ....  75.00 

2c  black  die  essay  engraved  vignette  with  pencil  sketch  for  frame  . . . 80.00 

2c  black  die  essay  vignette  similar  to  issued  5c,  with  penciled  frame  . . 100.00 

2c  black  die  essay  similar  to  issued  12c  Type  A3 7,  vignette  engraved, 

frame  in  pencil  80.00 

5c  black  die  essay  similar  to  issued  3c,  vignette  engraved,  frame  in 

pencil 80.00 

3c  black  die  essays  of  two  states  of  vignette  with  pencil  frame  sketches  88.00 
5c  black,  green  (2)  die  essays  of  three  states  of  vignette  with  penciled 

frames 90.00 

10c  black  die  essay  similar  to  15c  Type  A38,  vignette  engraved  frame 

in  pencil  80.00 

20c  black  die  essays  of  three  states  of  die  with  pencil  additions 90.00 

5 0c  green  vignette  and  black  with  frame,  die  essays  each  with  pencil 

sketches 90.00 

Ip  black  Type  A43  die  essay  with  top  panel  sketched  in  pencil 90.00 

Types  A3 2-4 3 lot  of  125  die  essays  of  incomplete  engraving  and  pencil 

sketches 505.00 

1899  5c  black  and  gray  wash  drawing  essays  for  proposed  issue,  on  card  . . 150.00 

10c  black  and  gray  wash  drawing  essay  similar  to  above  5c,  on  card  . . 160.00 

5c  blue  black  engraved  die  essay  on  India  paper 45.00 

1897  10c  Registration  die  essay  of  vignette  with  penciled  frame  Type  R1  . . 120.00 

H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.,  New  A"ork.  Sale  March  6-7,  1945.  J.  Watson  Ynile  Collection. 

1851  12p  Vermillion  die  proof  from  scar  die  on  India  paper 76.00 

12p  chocolate,  with  10c,  large  die  proof  on  India,  (photo,  p.  128)  ....  155.00 
1857  7 4^p  brown  die  essay  of  vignette  with  hatching,  on  card  (photo,  p. 

128)  140.00 


(To  be  continued.) 
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U.  S.  STAMP  ESSAYS  & PROOFS 


POSTAL  CARD 
ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

(Copyright  1945  by  the  Author.  All  Publication  Rights  Reserved.) 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  5,  page  40.) 

Note — All  italics  used  are  editorial  by  the  Author  for  emphasis. 
Essay  and  Proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue. 


Tlie  Final  Essays 

From  the  above  letter (^)  of  August  14,  1872  we  find  that  the  National  Bank  Note  Co. 
then  forwarded  to  the  U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  the  first  prints  of  essay  UXiE-Zc. 
These  were  received  by  the  Post  Office  Department  on  August  15  as  we  find  from  the 
following  telegram  and  confirming  letter  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  From  the  small 
quantity  of  rough  surface  c.  cards  seen,  it  appears  there  were  less  than  of  the  175  smooth 
essays  d. 


Post-OfKce  Department, 
Office  of  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 

Washington,  August  15,  1872. 

National  Bank  Note  Company,  No.  i Wall  Street,  New  York: 

The  following  telegram  was  this  day  sent  you,  viz : “Postal-card  proofs  and  letters  received.  The 
yellow  and  red  tints  are  too  pale.  Please  send  me  immediately  proofs  in  black,  purple,  and  Vermillion. 
Would  like  to  have  them  to-morrow,  if  possible.” 

W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 


August  15,  1872. 

Dear  General : I send  two  more  colors,  and  this  day  will  procure  all  the  others  I can  find.  I should 
have  told  you  that  the  cards  are  cut  too  short,  notwithstanding  I gave  most  implicit  instructions,  and  that  I 
used  them  to  save  time.  7 am  remaking  the  die,  or  rather  making  a new  one,  which  is  intended  to  be  perfect; 
some  of  th  e lines  on  the  samples  are  broken.  All  of  these  impressions  are  run  off  on  a common  Gordon  press, 
and  are  not  proofs. 

Excuse  brevity,  and  the  pencil. 

Yours,  respectfully. 

General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell,  J.  Macdonough. 

Assistant  Postmaster-General 
Washington,  D.  C.” 


Note  the  following  essay  differences  from  proofs  of  approved  design 


as  issued  :("^) 


(5)  See  Journal  No.  5,  p.  37. 

Note.  In  JouRN.'\L  No.  5,  p.  40,  UXiE-Zb  the  red-violet  color  is  63  i/2  dull  deep  red-violet. 
(A)  For  illustration  see  UXiE-Zc,  Journai.  No.  5,  p.  40. 
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(1)  There  is  no  thin  line  border  inside  the  lathework  border. 

(2)  The  lathework  border  of  stamp  design  has  a heavy  scalloped  border,  omitted  on 
issued  card. 

(3)  The  lettering  on  the  stamp  design  is  smaller  with  lighter  shadows,  than  on  proofs 
of  approved  design. 

(4)  Note  periods  after  “United  States.”  and  after  “OTHER”,  which  are  omitted 
from  proofs  of  the  issued  design. 

(5)  The  letter  U is  at  least  1 mm  farther  from  upper  left  lathework  border  than  on 
approved  design. 

(6)  The  shadows  of  the  colorless  lettering  and  the  solid  color  letters  are  narrower 
than  on  approved  design. 

(7)  The  scrolls  about  United  States  are  not  identical  with  proofs  of  the  approved 
design  as  issued. 

(8)  The  Essay  cards  are  shorter  than  the  proofs  and  issued  cards. 


Aiigfiist  14,  1872. 

UXIE-Zc.  One  Cent  Die  Essay.  (For  illustration  see  Journal  No.  5,  p.  40.) 


Size  of  design  12  5x70  mm. 

Size  of  card  128x76  mm.  irregular,  (3x5  1/12") 

Designed  by  “W.  E.  H.”  (Wm.  E.  Hedden?) 

Vignette  Engraved  by  Alfred  Jones. 

Lettering  Engraved  by  Douglas  S.  Ronaldson. 

Lathework  Engraved  by  Joseph  C.  Lindsley. 

Engraved  on  soft  steel. 

c.  On  15  f/1  dim  faint  y-orange  cardboard  about  .012"  thick,  rough  surface  one 
side,  texture  is  cloudy  and  usually  with  vertically  laid  watermarked  lines,  “made 
from  ‘bond  paper’  stock,  cotton  and  linen  mixed,  the  fibre  beaten  out  long,  not 
cut  up  short  as  in  writing  paper.’’  “Some  of  the  (engraved)  lines  are  broken.’’ 
“Printed  single  on  a Gordon  press.’’  (Scarcer  than  d.) 


1 b/2  dull  light  red 
1 i/0  deep  red 
5 i/0  deep  o-o-red 
5 m/1  dim  dusky  o-o-red 
11  k/0  dark  orange 
15  k/1  dim  dark  y-orange 
17  1/2  dull  V.  dark  o-yellow 
19  m/3  dismal  dusky  y-o-yellow 
21  m/1  dim  dusky  o-y-yellow 


35  1/1  dim  v.  dark  green 

3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green 
39  i/1  dim  deep  blue-green 
43  i/2  dull  deep  green-blue 
47  k/2  dull  dark  g-b-blue 

4 7 m/0  dusky  g-b-blue 
61  m/0  dusky  v-r-violet 
69-/4  smoky  r-v-red 

69  k/1  dim  dark  r-v-red 


National  Bank  Note  Company, 

New  York,  August  16,  1872. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  telegram  of  yesterday  reached  here  in  the  afternoon.  We  mailed  you  yesterday  17 S 
specimen  cards,  printed  in  various  colors,  last  evening,  and  %vill  today  mail  you  others,  including  some  in 
black,  which  we  trust  will  meet  your  wishes. 

V’^ery  respectfully,  yours, 


A.  D.  Shepard,  Treasurer.’’ 


Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  August  17,  1872. 

National  Bank  Note  Company,  No.  i Wall  Street,  New  York  City: 

The  following  telegram  was  this  day  sent  you,  viz: 

“The  color  selected  for  postal  cards  is  velvet-bro’zvn,  the  same  as  the  tzvo-ccnt  adhesive  postage-stamp. 

\'erv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

“W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General.” 
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From  the  correspondence  I find  there  were,  prior  to  August  17,  several  shipments  of 
essays;  Aug.  14,  Aug.  15,  Aug.  16,  Aug.  17,  all  “printed  in  every  color  at  our  command.” 
From  the  existing  essays  I also  find  different  varieties  of  cardboard.  The  most  marked 
difference  is  that  some  cards  have  a distinctly  rough  surface  on  one  side  (as  later  men- 
tioned by  the  Third  Asst.  P.  M.  G.  in  II  of  his  letter  of  Aug.  19),  while  others  appear  to 
have  been  pressed  smooth  on  both  sides.  This  may  have  been  done  to  eliminate  the  “broken 
lines”  mentioned  in  letter  of  Aug.  21,  as  having  been  caused  by  the  rough  surface  card. 
The  rough  surface  one  side  cards  were  probably  the  first  essayed  on  Aug.  14  and  they  have 
been  so  listed  as  c.  The  smooth  surface  both  sides  have  been  listed  as  d.  on  August  15,  16 
and  17  as  there  is  no  information  as  to  which  colors  belong  to  each  date.  On  some  cards 
listed,  both  on  c.  and  d.,  the  laid  watermark  is  difficult  to  see;  it  is  generally  vertical  but 
has  been  seen  with  the  lines  horizontal. 

The  three  shades  of  “velvet  browm”  referred  to  in  the  correspondence  of  Aug.  23  and 
24,  as  the  “approved  color”  are  probably  5 m/i,  7 m/i  and  15  k/i  of  which  5 m/i  is  the 
color  as  issued. 


August  15-23,  1872. 


UXIE-Zd.  Same  as  c but  smooth  surface  both  sides,  vertically  laid  watermark.  Over 
175  essayed,  probably  10  in  each  color,  including  c.  and  d. 


1 i/0  deep  red 
3 i/0  deep  orange-red 
5 h/0  m.  deep  0-0-red 
5 i/0  deep  0-0-red 

7 m/1  dim  dusky  r-orange  (brown) 
11  k/0  dark  orange 
13-/1  dim  o-y-orange 
15-/1  dim  yellow-orange 
15  k/1  dim  dark  y-orange  (brown) 
17  m/3  dismal  dusky-o-yellow 
19  i/0  deep  y-o-yellow 


35  i/2  dull  deep  green 
35  m/1  dim  dusky  green 
37  m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green 
39  i/1  dim  deep  blue-green 
4 3 i/ 2 dull  deep  green-blue 
47  k/ 2 dull  dark  g-b-blue 
65  k/1  dim  dark  r-r-violet 
69-/4  smoky  r-v-red 
69  k/1  dim  dark  r-v-red 
71  i/0  deep  v-r-red 
71  0/5  black 


National  Bank  Note  Company, 

No.  I Wall  Street,  New  York,  August  17,  1872. 

Dear  Sir;  Your  telegrams  and  letters  of  i6th  instant  were  duly  received  at  the  office,  but  did  not 
reach  me  till  evening  ; however,  all  that  I could  do  had  been  done,  and  the  impression  on  the  cards  printed 

in  the  balance  of  type  colors  and  forwarded.  Aly  object  in  snaking  the  work  over  again  is,  to  improve  the 

lettering  on  the  lathe-work  around  the  head  by  giving  it  a little  heavier  shade  and  separating  the  words  “one 
cent,”  to  make  the  outline  on  “United  States”  sound,  clear  up  and  improve  “postal-cards,”  and  introduce  a 
knife-edge  line  around  the  inside  of  the  border,  to  give  it  a better  finish. 

But  if  I might  be  permitted  to  suggest,  there  need  be  no  delay  in  calling  for  bids  on  the  samples  already 

before  you,  as  they  contain  all  the  work,  are  printed  in  every  color  at  our  command , and  your  advertisement 
will  state  the  exact  size  at  which  the  cards  are  to  be  cut;  also,  the  Department  should  be  very  strict  in 
requiring  the  return  of  any  printed  cards  which  may  be  furnished  to  bidders  and  others  before  the  regular 
issue  is  made. 

By  the  time  the  contract  can  be  awarded  and  the  paper  made  in  quantity  sufficient  to  commence  work, 
all  of  the  plates  will  be  ready  for  the  presses,  seventy-two  in  all,  ( thirty-six  for  each  form.)  These  plates 
will  consist  of  one  card  each,  of  hardened  steel,  mounted  type,  high  on  metal  blocks,  spaced  accurately  to 
the  cut  of  the  cards,  3 by  5I/8  inches. 

By  extraordinary  work  we  have  managed  to  get  the  new  die  on  hard  steel,  a great  advantage,  as  we 
can  make  everything  much  clearer,  sharper,  and  sounder  than  the  soft  steel  of  the  first  die  would  admit  of; 
we  have  also  had  rolls  decarbonized  to  double  the  usual  depth,  and  can  now'  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
meet  with  rapid  and  complete  success. 

I stated  that  the  cards  sent  you  were  printed  on  a common  Gordon  press,  singly,  a most  unfavorable 
way  of  doing  the  work.  Of  course,  the  cards  printed  by  the  Hoe,  Adams,  or  Campbell  press,  carefully 
worked  on  large  sheets,  will  give  much  better  results. 

To  conclude,  1 do  not  believe  any  bidder  can  give  you  the  first  lot  of  cards  and  continue  deliveries  in 
less  than  thirty  days  from  award  of  contracts. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &:c.. 


J.  Macdonough,  Secretary. 

Hon.  W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C.” 
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Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  August  19,  1872. 

My  dear  Sir:  The  advertisement  for  proposals  for  postal-cards  is  ready  for  publication,  and  will  prob- 
ably be  issued  next  Thursday  morning,  upon  Mr.  Creswell’s  return  from  his  home  in  the  country. 

I.  Before  publishing  it,  however,  I wish  to  know  7 inay  expect  finished  proofs  from  the  new 

plate.  I dislike  very  much  to  give  out  the  specimens  now  here,  as  they  are  too  small,  and  the  printing  is 
not  perfect. 

II.  If  you  have  time,  I think  it  best  to  order  five  hundred  sheets  additional  of  card-board  for  the  new 
finished  proofs,  with  instructions  to  make  both  sides  alike,  or  of  equal  smoothness.  The  cards  we  now  have 
are  a little  too  rough  on  the  reverse  side  to  write  upon  with  a pen. 

III.  I would  also  like  to  know  the  views  of  your  paper-maker  about  the  “dandy-roll”  for  the  water- 
mark. Get  his  idea  fully  if  you  — ; specific  directions  how  it  shall  be  made,  &c.,  after  the  design  is  fur- 
nished. The  Department  will  get  up  the  rolls  and  furnish  them  to  the  contractor. 

Please  telegraph  me  in  reply  to  I. 

We  shall  advertise  four  weeks,  and  then  give  the  successful  bidder  till  about  November  i (nearly  six 
weeks)  to  get  ready  and  commence  the  delivery. 

Yours,  in  great  haste,  but  truly. 


W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

J.  Macdonough,  Esq., 

Secretary  National  Bank  Note  Company, 

No.  I Wall  Street,  New  York.” 


National  Bank  Note  Company, 

New  York,  August  21,  1872. 

Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  your  telegram  of  this  date,  I answered  that  we  would  print  and  forward  five 
hundred  cards  in  velvet-brown,  the  color  selected,  on  the  tub-sized  paper,  from  the  old  die  at  once  this  week, 
or  from  the  new  die  on  next  Tuesday,  whichever  you  might  direct.  The  cause  of  the  imperfection  in  the 
printing  on  the  specimens  you  have  is  the  roughness  of  the  paper ; a little  calendering  will  make  it  print  well. 

I had  already  directed  the  paper  manufacturer  to  send  me  more  paper,  but  will  write  him  again  this 
day,  and  get  his  response  about  the  “dandy-roll,”  &c.,  but  I know  that  the  successful  bidder  will  have  to 
furnish  the  size  of  his  machine,  that  the  roll  may  be  made  to  fit  it.  The  design  of  the  water-mark  will  be 
furnished  to  the  vellum  or  dandy-roll  maker,  with  an  exact  sketch  of  the  whole  sheet,  on  which  also  the 
allowances  for  shrinking  are  made;  the  design  must  be  very  simple,  as,  on  such  heavy  pulp,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  use  heavy  coarse  w'ire.  I can  send  you  the  names  of  “dandy-roll”  makers  if  you  have  not  selected 
one  yet. 

Please  telegraph  whether  we  shall  print  from  old  die  or  wait  for  the  new  one. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  iSIacdonough,  Secretary. 

General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 


National  Bank  Note  Company, 

No.  I Wall  Street,  New  York,  August  23,  1872. 

Dear  General : The  two  lots  of  cards  inclosed  are  printed  from  the  old  die  in  two  grades  of  velvet  brown. 
Will  you  please  select  the  color  you  approve  and  return  us  a card  marked  “color  selected?” 

The  new  die  is  a success.  It  has  been  hardened  this  afternoon — six  hours  in  the  fire.  So  far  we  have 
met  with  only  one  slight  mishap,  which  was  rectified  without  injury  or  loss  of  time. 

\'ery  respectfully,  J.  Macdonough,  Secretary. 


General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 
Washington,  D.  C.,  August  24,  1872. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  yesterday,  inclosing  two  samples  of  postal  cards  printed  in  velvet  brown,  is 
received.  The  color  in  both  samples  is  too  light.  (See  samples  marked  A and  B.)  The  color  we  want  is 
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sho’ivn  by  sample  marked  C.  It  is  darker  and  richer  than  the  others,  and  was  selected,  upon  niy  recom- 
mendation, by  the  J’ostmaster-General,  after  a hard  struggle,  in  which  I came  very  near  being  overruled. 

The  cards  must  be  of  that  color. 

As  I stated  in  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday,  my  fears  were  realized  to-day  by  the  receipt  of  the 
Attorney-General’s  opinion.  He  decides  that  we  cannot  contract  for  the  postal  cards  until  Congress  makes 

an  appropriation  to  pay  for  them.  That  settles  it  for  the  present. 

Go  ahead  and  send  me  the  samples. 

W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

J.  Macdonough,  Esq., 

Secretary  National  Bank  Note  Company, 

No.  I Wall  Street,  New  York. 


NATIONAL  BANK  NOTE  COMPANY, 

New  York,  August  26,  1872. 

Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  you  have  a literal  copy  of  the  paper-maker’s  anszuer  to  our  request;  also  cutting 
from  the  Tribune  of  this  morning.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  for  the  Department  to  furnish  officially  to 
the  papers  a history  of  the  “postal  card”  down  to  date?  Such  an  article  as  this,  even  though  it  does 
emanate  from  the  Tribune,  is  calculated  to  have  an  injurious  effect,  politically  and  morally?  Could  the 
Department  have  agreed  to  our  claim  that  these  cards  came  within  our  contract  as  stamps,  and  made  a 
proper  allowance  for  the  difference  in  paper,  the  work  could  have  gone  through  without  delay.  Is  it  too 
late  yet  ? 

\'ery  respectfully,  &c.,  J.  Macdonough,  Secretary, 


General  W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Inclosure  — Copy.) 

“In  regard  to  dandy-roll  for  the  paper  for  the  postal  cards,  my  idea  is  to  have  a heavy-laid  roll,  made 
with  whatever  design  the  Department  decide  upon,  put  on  it.  The  only  directions  the  Department  need 
is  to  have  the  manufacturer  give  the  size  of  his  machine,  the  size  of  the  roll  he  wishes,  size  of  the  bearings 
on  roll,  and  then  any  particular  ideas  of  his  own  that  he  wishes  the  roll-manufacturer  to  carry  out  to  secure 
a good  impression.  All  manufacturers  have  their  own  ideas  in  this  respect,  and  we  have  ours,  which  w'e 
think  superior  to  all  others,  and  which  we  would  rather  impart  to  the  roll-manufacturer,  in  case  we  get 
the  paper-contract,  than  to  impart  it  now,  perhaps  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

“Stainar  & Laffey  will  probably  make  the  rolls,  as  they  make  those  for  the  present  envelopes.  In 
case  we  make  the  paper,  the  writer  will  go  to  their  manufacturer  and  see  that  the  rolls  are  properly  made, 
to  give  the  Department  a satisfactory  water-mark.” 


POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  THIRD  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  30,  1872. 

Sir:  The  proof  sample  post-cards,  (UXlP  vuithont  vuatermark)  (P>)  five  hundred,  and  the  specimens  of 
plain  cards,  one  thousand,  were  duly  received  yesterday,  and  in  every  respect  (save  the  water-mark)  are  sat- 
isfactory to  the  Department.  You  will  please  proceed,  with  all  convenient  dispatch,  to  make  the  two  forms 
of  card-plates  (thirty-six  each)  for  surface  printing,  as  heretofore  agreed  upon. 

Would  he  glad  to  have  a design  for  the  water-mark,  with  a view  of  getting  the  w'ater-mark  rolls  made 
and  specimens  of  water-marked  cards  ready  by  the  time  proposals  are  advertised  for.  The  inclosed  envelope 
water-mark  is  very  satisfactory,  but  for  the  card,  of  course,  we  must  have  something  new.  I believe  there 
are  different  ways  of  making  the  same  thing,  as  well  as  of  making  the  same  thing  (substantially)  in  a 
different  shape.  Try  your  hand  on  a water-mark  design. 

W.  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

J.  Macdonough,  Esq., 

Secretary  National  Bank  Note  Company, 

No.  I Wall  Street,  New  York. 


NATIONAL  BANK  NOTE  COMPANY, 

New  York,  September  5,  1872. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  esteemed  favor  of  30th  ultimo  came  duly  to  hand,  approving  the  sample  postal  cards 
from  the  new  die,  which  is  very  gratifying  to  us;  also  approving  the  plain  card  except  the  water-mark,  and 
directing  us  to  proceed  with  all  convenient  dispatch  to  make  the  two  forms  of  plates  (thirty-six  each)  for 
surface  printing;  and  also  to  submit  designs  for  water-mark. 


(B)  Parenthetic  insert  by  the  author. 
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The  plates  are  progressing  as  rapidly  as  possible  without  overwork  being  done,  as  that  adds  greatly  to 
the  expense,  and  there  seems  no  immediate  necessity  for  it. 

We  ivill  prepare  and  forziard  designs  for  ivater-inark  of  dandy-roll,  but  think  you  will  hardly  find  any- 
thing better  than  that  you  are  now  using  for  the  envelopes.  The  wire  for  this  mark  must  be  coarse,  or  of 
large  diameter. 

We  notice  that  you  have  been  interviewed  and  reported  upon  by  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce 
in  relation  to  the  cards. 


J.  Macdonough,  Secretary. 

General  W\  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  W^ashington,  D.  C. 


National  Bank  Note  Company 
No.  I W'all  Street,  New  York,  December  4,  1872. 

Dear  Sir:  W^^e  beg  to  inclose,  for  your  examination,  several  designs  for  “’ivater-mark”  of  postal  card. 

It  has  proved  a more  difficult  matter  to  design  them  than  we  anticipated,  and  owing  to  the  size  of  the 
wire  which  will  have  to  be  used  to  secure  any  legible  mark  in  the  card,  I had  hoped  to  have  received, 
before  this,  memoranda  of  the  dimensions  of  dandy-rolls,  &c.  Should  it  come  to  hand  before  you  decide  upon 
a design,  we  will  forward  it  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  Alacdonough,  Secretary. 


Hon.  W\  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Post-Office  Department, 

Office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  December  31,  1872. 

Sir:  I have  received  several  designs  from  you  of  vcater-niarks  for  the  new  postal  card,  and  have  selected 
the  one  herewith  returned.  Please  have  the  water-mark  rolls  made  to  suit  the  plates  you  are  now  getting 
up,  and  send  me  specimens  as  early  as  practicable. 

\'ery  respectfully,  yours. 


W\  H.  H.  Terrell, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General 


J.  Macdonough,  Esq., 

Secretary  National  Bank  Note  Company, 
No.  I Wall  Street,  New  York. 


Watermarked  Essays 

In  his  letter  of  July  6,  1872,  J.  Macdonough  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  sug- 
gested “that  a distinct  watermark , ‘P.O.D/  should  appear  in  whole  or  in  part  on  every 
card."'  On  Aug.  19  he  was  asked  to  obtain  information  about  the  “dandy-roll”  for  the 
watermark,  and  on  Aug.  21  replied  giving  some  information  that  the  “design  must  be  very 
simple.”  The  requested  information  from  the  “dandy-roll”  makers  (Stainar  and  Laffey) 
was  forwarded  with  letter  of  Aug.  26.  On  Aug.  30  the  P.O.D.  letter  wanted  “something 
new”  for  the  postal  card  watermark  than  they  were  then  using  on  the  stamped  envelopes 
and  requested  that  J.  Macdonough  “Try  your  hand  on  a watermark  design.”  On  Sept.  15 
IVIacdonough  replied  he  would  “prepare  and  forward  designs  for  watermark  of  dandy- 
roll.”  But  it  was  not  until  Dec.  4,  1872  that  “several  designs  for  ‘watermark’  of  postal 
card”  were  essayed.  On  Dec.  31,  1872  the  design  selected  (large  P.O.D.  monogram)  was 
approved  and  the  dandy-roll  ordered. 

(^nly  one  watermark  essay  design  is  known  on  these  essay  cards.  Both  the  large  and 
small  monogram  watermarks,  as  later  approved,  exist  on  trial  color  proof  cards.  But  the 
double  line  P.O.D.  essay  watermark  only  has  been  found  on  essay  cards.  It  is  possible 
that  the  other  watermark  designs  essayed  were  the  large  and  small  P.O.D.  monograms  and 
these  may  possibly  some  day  be  found  on  essay  cards  UXiE-Z.  The  double  line  P.O.D. 
essay  watermark,  spaced  80mm.  apart  with  horizontal  lines  between  the  P.O.D.’s,  is 
applied  vertically  across  the  cards  and  only  a portion  of  it  falls  on  eacli  card,  reading  either 
up  or  down. 
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The  P.O.D.  Double  Line  Essay  Watermark  (UXIE-Ze). 


Dec.  4,  1872. 

UXIE-Ze.  On  “tub-sized”  smooth  both  sides,  cardboard  .012"  thick  with  P.O.D. 
double  line  watermark  reading  ui). 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red 
13  k/1  dim  dark  o-y-orange 
15  k/1  dim  dark  yellow-orange 
17  h/1  dim  v.  deep  orange-yellow 
17  1/2  dull  V.  dark  orange-yellow 
43  i/2  dull  deep  green-blue 
4 7 m/0  dusky  g-b-blue 
63  k/1  dim  dark  red-violet 

UXIE-Zf.  On  same  cardboard  with  same  watermark  as  c.  but  reading  down. 

1 i/0  deep  red 

7 k/1  dim  dark  red-orange  (brown) 

13  k/1  dim  dark  o-y-orange 

15-/1  dim  yellow-orange 

17  h/1  dim  m.  deep  orange-yellow 

17  1/2  dull  V.  dark  orange-yellow 

43  i/2  dull  deep  green-blue 

47  m/0  dusky  g-b-blue 

63  k/1  dim  dark  red-violet 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Alvin  R,  Meissner,  Retires 


Cliief  Designer, 

Bureau  of  Engraviiig  and  Printini 


By  Sol  Glass 

Alvin  R.  Meissner,  Chief  Designer  at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  retired  on  April  30,  after  40  years  of  Government  Service. 

Mr.  Meissner  was  born  in  Dresden,  Germany,  April  3,  1875  and  came  to  this  country 
at  the  age  of  4,  where  his  parents  settled  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  Detroit  Public  Schools,  and  his  art  training  at  various  Art  Institutes  in 
Detroit. 

He  served  his  apprenticeship  with  the  Detroit  Lithographing  Co.  leaving  there  for  a 
position  with  the  Calvert  Lithographing  Co.  of  Detroit.  In  1905  he  entered  the  govern- 
ment service  as  an  artist  and  engraver  for  the  U.  S.  Geodetic  Survey.  After  twenty  years 
with  Geodetic  Survey  he  was  transferred  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing. 

At  the  B ureau,  Mr.  Meissner  was  assistant  to  C.  A.  Huston,  the  then  Chief  Designer. 
When  Mr.  Huston  retired,  Mr.  Meissner  succeeded  him. 

The  first  stamp  to  be  designed  by  Mr.  Meissner  was  the  1928  5c  Beacon  Air  Mail, 
which  was  followed  by  nearly  sixty  others.  Among  these  were  the  1930  Winged  Globe 
Air  Mail  Stamps,  the  1931  2c  Red  Cross,  the  1932  2c  Arbor  Day,  1935  3c  California  Pacific 
International  Exposition  Stamp,  the  3c  Michigan,  1936  3c  Texas,  3c  Rhode  Island,  3c 
Arkansas,  and  3c  Oregon  Tercentenary  Stamps.  The  1936  Navy  series  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Commemorative  Series  were  also  designed  by  Mr.  Meissner,  as  were  the  1935  20c, 
25c,  50c  Trans-Pacific  and  1939  30c  Trans-Atlantic  Air  Mail  issues,  and  many  others. 

In  addition  to  his  many  stamp  designs,  Mr.  Meissner  designed  the  reduced  size  bank 
notes  now  in  use  and  all  of  the  present  Series  E and  F War  Bonds.  Many  Government 
Securities,  Commissions,  Citations  and  Diplomas  were  also  designed  by  him. 

A member  of  the  Washington  Philatelic  Society  for  many  years,  Mr.  Meissner  not 
only  designed  but  collects  20th  Century  United  States  Stamps. 

His  many  friends  at  the  Bureau  will  miss  his  joviality,  keen  humor  and  good  fellow- 
ship. All  of  them,  both  within  and  out  of  the  Bureau  extend  their  sincerest  good  wishes  and 
hope  that  he  enjoys  for  many  years  to  come,  the  rest  and  relaxation  so  well  earned. 


Sales  Department 

The  Sales  Department  in  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  during  the  first  three  months  of 
its  operation,  has  proven  that  it  fulfills  a definite  need  of  the  membership.  More  than 
one-third  of  the  membership  have  indicated  a desire  to  participate  and  are  anxious  to 
receive  circuits.  While  a number  of  circuits  already  are  in  circulation,  the  demand  for 
material  far  exceeds  the  present  available  supply.  Sales  have  been  phenomenal  proving 
that  there  is  an  active  demand  for  essays  and  proofs.  The  usefulness  of  the  Sales  Depart- 
ment only  is  limited  by  the  amount  of  material  entered  for  sale.  Much  more  material  is 
needed  badly.  Dealers  in  particular  will  find  the  Sales  Department  an  economical  and 
efficient  means  of  disposing  of  some  of  their  stock.  Members  through  the  Sales  Depart- 
ment will  find  that  they  can  turn  their  duplicates  into  cash  and  thereby  secure  addi- 
tional funds  to  purchase  items  needed  by  them.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  mount  your 
essays  and  proofs  in  an  approval  book,  any  kind  of  approval  book  will  do  at  present. 
Price  the  items,  send  them  to  the  Sales  Manager,  George  C.  Hahn,  833  illiamson 
Building,  Cleveland  14,  Ohio,  and  you  will  be  surprised  how  quickly  the  material  will 
he  disposed  of  at  your  prices. 
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The  E^F  Society  Catalog  of 
Essays  and  Proofs 

Actually  Seen  by  tlie  Catalog  Committee 

Clarence  W.  Brazer,  Chairman 
415  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  plus  a capital  letter  for  each  design 
and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties.  Illustrations  are  natural  size. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  i,  p.  31. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Ridgways  Color  Standards,  with  Brazer’s  color  names.  See 
Journal  No.  i,  p.  34. 

Values  where  given  are  about  20%  above  current  retail  prices. 

The  Committee  will  welcome  any  information  as  to  values  of  items  listed  and  submis- 
sions for  listing  and  illustration  of  all  foreign  essays  and  proofs  not  previously  listed 
herein,  and  also  any  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  not  now  listed  in  Brazer’s  nor  Scott’s  U.  S. 
catalogs.  Submissions  should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  with  self  addressed  and  stamped 
envelope  for  return.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  gradually  accumulate  a list  of  all  known  in 
private  ownership. 

Identifications  may  be  given  by  number  only,  thus — 87E-A  3 i/i  which  can  be  trans- 
lated into  correct  color  name  by  use  of  chart  on  page  38  of  Journal  No.  i. 

Note — India  paper  when  printed  is  pressed  on  card  board  backing  and  many  impres- 
sions are  found  adhering  to  this  original  cardboard  backing. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


E — Essay 
P— Proof 

TC— Trial  Color  proof 
N — Normal  color  proof 

S — Specimen  overprint,  plus  type 
A,  etc. 

V. — vertical  reading  up 
h. — horizontal 

d. — diagonal  lower  1.  to  upper  r. 
t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 

SPECIMEN. 

S-A. 


1. — left 
r. — right 

1 —  die  print  large  margins 

2 —  die  print  small  margins 

3 —  plate  print  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  print  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

imperf 

6 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

perf. 

7 —  plate  print  on  experimental 

paper 

SPECIMEN. 

S-B. 


SPECIMEN.  20.8x2.5  mm. 


SPECIMEN.  23x3  mm. 


(Continued  from  p.  47,  Journal  No.  5) 

1851. 

For  illustration  see  p.  44. 

laE-A.  1 Penny. 

a.  On  19  f/2  dull  faint  y-o-yellow 
bond  paper  .003  5"  thick,  imperf. 


stamp  size 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  50.00 

7 h/1  dim  m-deep  red- 

orange  50.00 

3 3 k/1  dim  dark  g-y-green  50.00 

35  k/0  dark  green  50.00 


b.  On  hard  white  bond  paper  .004" 
thick,  stamp  size  imperf. 
1 m/1  dim  dusky  red  50.00 


Colony  of  Canada. 

IbE-A. 


io6 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal 


IbE-A.  1 I*eiiiiy. 

Size  of  engraved  design  20x24  mm. 

b.  On  hard  white  bond  paper  .004" 
thick,  stamp  size,  imperf. 

9 m/1  dim  dusky  o-r- 

orange  7 5.00 

1TC3S-Abb.  8 Pence. 

71  0/5  black,  SPECIMEN 

(dark  red)  15.00 

1TC3S-B(1. 

(Delete  1TC3S-Ahb  on  p.  45) 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

71  0/5  black  SPECIMEN 

(deep  red)  12.50 

1P3S — Bd. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

5 i/0  (N)  red  SPECIMEN 

(black)  12.50 

2E-A.  6 Pence. 

For  illustration  see  p.  45. 

c.  On  hard  white  bond  paper  .004" 
thick  stamp  size. 

37  m/0  dusky  g-b-green  62.50 

d.  Lithographed. 

On  19g/2  dull  V.  faint  y-o-yellow 
wove  paper  .004"  thick. 

48m/l  dim  dusky  m.g-b-blue  

2TC3.  6 Pence. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

45  m/4  blue  block  of  four  100.00 
69  k/5  gray  block  of  four  100.00 

2TC3S-Avr.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

45  m/4  smoky  dusky  b-g-blue 
SPECIMEN  (deep  red) 
block  of  four  100.00 

69  k/5  dark  neutral  gray 
specimen  (orange) 
block  of  four  100.00 

3P1  & 16TC1.  12  Pence  & 10  cents. 

See  illustration  on  p.  128. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  6 1x3  7mm. 
Proof  from  scar  die,  with  16TC2 
10  cents  at  right,  on  India  paper 
die  sunk  on  card 

71  0/5  black  350.00 

3TC2a.  12  Pence. 

Scar  die  proof  on  India  paper. 

1 1/4  smoky  v.  dark  red  125.00 
5 i/0  deep  red  125.00 

41  m/3  dismal  dusky  b-b- 

green  125.00 


3TC2b. 

(Delete  b.  on  p.  46 ) 

Scar  die  proof 

On  4 5 g/2  dull  v.  faint  b-g-blue 
bond  paper  .00  4"  thick,  stamp  size 
37  m/0  dusky  g-b-green  125.00 

3TC2c.  (Delete  c.  on  p.  46) 

Scar  die  proof 

On  17  f/2  dull  faint  o-yellow  bond 
paper  .003"  thick,  about  28x28mm. 
69  k/ 3 dismal  dark  r-v-red  125.00 
6 9 m/3  dismal  dusky  r-v- 

red  125.00 

5 k/3  dismal  dark  red  with  16TC2 
10  cents  175.00 

3P3S-Avr.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

71  0/5  black  SPECIMEN 

(dark  blue)  85.00 

71  0/5  SPECIMEN  (dark 

red)  block  of  4 300.00 

3P3S-Bd.  (Delete  Ad  bottom  of  p.  45) 
Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

. 71  0/5  black,  SPECIMEN 

(deep  red)  40.00 

1855. 

7TC2a.  10  Pence. 

Engraved  small  die  proof 
On  stiff  white  bond  paper  .005" 
thick,  probably  cut  from  A.B.N.C. 
sheet,  see  cover  of  Journal  No.  5. 
71  0/5  black  40.00 

7TC2b. 

Add — No  duplicate  colors  known. 


3 i/2  dull  deep  orange-red  25.00 
15  i/2  dull  deep  y-orange  22.50 
19  i/1  dim  deep  y-o-yellow  25.00 
65-/3  dismal  r-r-violet  20.00 


7TC2c. 

Lithographed. 

On  17  g/2  dull  V.  faint  o-yellow 
soft  wove  paper  .003"  thick. 
Probably  cut  from  A.B.N.C.  color 
sample  sheet  (See  cover  of  Journal 
No.  5)  No  duplicate  colors  known. 
1 1/1  dim  V.  dark  red  25.00 

7TC3.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

3 5 m/0  dusky  green  20.00 

7P2. 

Small  die  on  India  paper  stamp 
siz0 

45  -/2  dull  b-g-blue  40.00 

45  k/2  dull  dark  b-g-blue  40.00 

7P3.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

47  11/ 1 dim  v.  dusky  g-b-blue  25.00 

48  n/0  (N)  blue,  block  of  4 125.00 
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8l*2b.  Vz  Penny. 

Small  die  proof  from  A.B.N.C. 
sheet  on  17  g/2  v.  faint  o-yellow 
soft  wove  paper  .0025"  thick. 

3 i/1  dim  dark  orange-red  30.00 

8TC2a.  Penny. 

Engraved  small  die  proiof.  No 


duplicate  colors  known. 

Add  p.  46. 

5 k/1  dim  dark  0-0-red  2 5.00 

71  0/5  black  40.00 

8TC2b.  Add — No  duplicate  copies 
known. 

19  i/2  dull  deep  y-o-yellow  17.50 
45  k/2  dull  dark  b-g-blue  22.50 
65  i/3  dismal  deep  r-r-violet  22.50 
69  k/4  smoky  dark  r-v-red  25.00 

8TC3. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
35  m/0  dusky  green  17.50 


8T(  SS-Avi*. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
7 k/2  dull  dark  red-orange, 

SPECIMEN  (deep  red)  15.00 
7 m/2  dull  dusky  red-orange 
(brown)  SPECIMEN 
(black)  25.00 

710/5  black  SPECIMEN 

(deep  red)  block  of  4 75.00 

8TC5L. 

Lithographed. 

On  17  g/2  dull  faint  o-yellow  soft 
wove  paper  .004"  thick,  probably 
cut  from  A.B.N.C.  sheet  (see  cover 
Journal  No.  5)  privately  perf.  12 
close  to  design  and  gummed. 

1 1/1  dim  V.  dark  red  25.00 

8X06. 

Plate  proof  on  stamp  paper  perf. 
12,  brown  gum. 

17  k/0  dark  o-yellow  60.00 

9P3.  7 Yz  Pence. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
3 7 m/1  green  block  of  4 125.00 

18oJ). 

14P3.  1 Cent. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
1 h/1  dim  m.  deep  red  15.00 

1 i/1  dim  deep  red  15.00 

14P3S-Bd 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

1 k/1  red  (N)  SPECIMEN 

(deep  red)  10.00 


14TC3S-Cbb.  1 (ent. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange 

SPECIMEN  handstamp 

(dark  red)  

(Exists  one  only  overprinted  in  a 
block  of  4 — 3 without  overprint) 

15TC3.  5 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
6 9 0/5  warm  black  17.50 

15P3S-Bd. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
5 i/0  (N)  deep  0-0-red 

SPECIMEN  (deep  red)  12.50 
5 i/0  block  of  4 62.50 

16TC2.  10  Cents. 

a.  Small  die  proof. 

On  India  paper  stamp  size. 

11  11/ 0 V.  dusky  orange 

(brown)  50.00 

b.  1879  (?).  Small  die  trial  color 
(Goodall)  proofs  on  India  on  card- 
board. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  25.00 

15  m/1  dim  dusky  y-orange 

(brown)  25.00 

45  m/2  dusky  b-g-blue  25.00 

d.  Small  die  proof  from  die  with  3P2. 


On  grayish  thin  bond  paper  .003" 
thick. 

45  m/3  dismal  dusky  b-g- 

blue  50.00 

69  m/3  dismal  dusky  r-v-red  50.00 
69  0/5  warm  black  60.00 

71  0/5  black  60.00 

e.  Same  as  d.  on  laid  paper  .003" 
thick  (exists  gummed) 

69  0/5  warm  black  75.00 

16TC3. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  15.00 

15  i/0  block  of  four  75.00 

71  0/5  black  17.50 

16TC3S-Bd. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
6 9 0/5  warm  black.  SPECI- 
MEN (deep  red)  15.00 

67  m/5  gloomy  dusky  v-red 
(brown-black) 
SPECIMEN  in 
dark  red  15.00 


17P3.  10  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

63  m/3  dismal  dusky  red-vi- 
olet (N) 

(Scott’s  red-lilac) 


17.50 
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18T(  2l>.  t^Vz  Cents. 

1879  (?).  Small  die  trial  color  (Goodall) 
proofs  on  India  paper  on  cardboard 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  25.00 

15  m/1  dim  dusky  y-orange 

(brown)  25.00 

45  m/2  dull  dusky  b-g-blue  25.00 

18TC3. 


Plate  proofs  on  India  paper. 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  17.50 

4 5 m/3  dismal  dusky  b-g- 

blue  20.00 

45  m/3  blue  block  of  4 100.00 

48  n/0  V.  dusky  g-b-blue  17.50 

71  0/5  black  20.00 

118TC3S-mT. 

71  0/5  SPECIMEN  in  deep 

red  17.50 


18P3. 

Size  of  plate  10x10  = 100 
33  m/2  dull  dusky  g-y-green 
(N)  (Scott’s  yellow-green)  20.00 

33  k/2  dull  dark  g-y-green  20.00 

35  k/2  dull  dark  green  20.00 

18aP3.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

37  m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green  22.50 

18P3S-A\t. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y-green 
SPECIMEN  in 
dark  red  15.00 

18P3S-B<i. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y-green 
SPECIMEN  in 
black  12.50 

SPECIMEN. 

S-D. 

SPECIMEN  21.5x3mm. 

18P3S-Dvl. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

3  3 m/1  green  (N)  SPECI- 
MEN (deep  red)  20.00 

19TC1.  17  Cents. 

Die  proof  on  India  paper  on  card 
(rare) 

35  k/0  dark  g-y-green  

19TC2a. 

18  59.  Small  die  proof  on  India 
paper  stamp  size. 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  50.00 

13  m/0  dusky  o-y-orange 

(brown  ) 50.00 


19TC2b. 

1879  (?).  Small  die  trial  color  (Goodall) 
proofs  on  India  paper  on  cardboard 


5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  25,00 

15  m/1  dim  dusky  y-orange 

(brown)  25.00 

45  m/2  dull  dusky  b-g-blue  25.00 

19TC3. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  20.00 

13  i/0  block  of  four  100.00 

71  0/5  black  25.00 

71  0/5  block  of  four  125.00 

19P3. 

Size  of  plate  10x10  = 100 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

47  m/0  dusky  g-b-blue  25.00 

4  7 m/0  blue  block  of  4 125.00 

48  m/1  dim  m.  dusky  g-b- 

blue  (N) 

(Scott’s  blue)  25.00 


19P3S-Avr. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
4 8 m/1  dim  dusky  m.g.-b- 
blue  SPECIMEN 
in  dark  red  20.00 

19P3S-Bd. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
4 8 m/1  dim  dusky  m.  g-b-blue 

SPECIMEN  (deep  red)  17.50 

1864. 

20TC2b.  2 Cents. 

1879  (?).  Small  die  trial  color  (Goodall) 
proofs  on  India  paper  on  cardboard. 

5  i/0  deep  o-o-red  25.00 

15  m/1  dim  dusky  y-orange 

(brown)  25.00 

45  m/2  dull  dusky  b-g-blue  25.00 

20TC3. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 


3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green  22.50 
37  m/1  green  block  of  4 

blue  112.50 

20P3. 

Size  of  plate  10x10  = 100 

1 i/1  dim  deep  red  17.50 

1 k/1  dim  dark  red  (Scott’s 

rose)  17.50 

1 k/l  block  of  four  87.50 

11/1  dim  V.  dark  red  17.50 


20P3S-Pb. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

3 i/1  dim  deep  o-red  SPEC- 
IMEN in  gothic  capitals 
7. 5x2. 5mm.  (dark  blue) 
(scarce)  

201*5.  Plate  proof. 

On  wove  paper,  imperf., 
gummed 

1 k/0  dark  red  50.00 
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Doaiiimoiii  of  Csmadsi 

By  British  American  liaiik  Note  Co. 
1«(>8. 

21  TCI.  Vz  Cent. 


24E-A.  3 Cents. 

Size  of  solid  color  die  51x63  mm. 
Size  of  colorless  frame  22.5x27.5 
mm. 


Size  of  die  sinkage  43x54mm.  to 
another  lathe  engraved  border  im- 
pression at  bottom. 

Die  proof  on  India  paper  (rare) 

35  m/1  dim  dusky  green 

21TC2(1. 

Small  die  proof. 

On  21  f/2  dull  faint  o-y-yellow 
glazed  surface  paper,  .004"  thick, 
stamp  size,  (scarce) 

33  11/ 0 V.  dusky  g-y-green  

21P4. 

71  0/5  black  (N)  50.00 

71  0/5  black  block  of  4 250.00 

22TC2a.  1 Cent. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

4  8 m/1  dim  dusky  ni.  g-b- 

blue  

71  k/1  dim  dark  v-r-red 

22TC4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard  .014" 
thick 

71  0/5  black  60.00 

22P4. 

5  k/0  dark  0-0-red  (N) 

(Scott’s  brown-red)  50.00 

23P2a.  2 Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

37  m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green 

(N)  

23P4. 

37  n/0  V.  dusky  g-b-green  50.00 
37  n/0  green  block  of  4 250.00 


By  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  N.  Y. 
24  E- A. 


Size  of  design  20x2  6 mm. 

a.  Typographed  on  19  g/2  dull  v. 
faint  y-o-yellow  glazed  wove  paper 
.0055"  thick,  about  67x73  mm. 
(rare) 

33  k/1  dim  dark  g-y-green  

71  0/5  black  

By  British  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

24TC2a.  3 Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
( rare ) 

59  k/1  dim  dark  violet  

24TC2d. 

Small  die  proof. 

On  21  f/2  dull  faint  o-yellow 

glazed  paper  .004"  thick,  stamp 
size,  (scarce) 

33  n/0  V.  dusky  g-y-green  

24TC4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard  .014" 
thick  (scarce) 

6  5 k/ 3 dismal  dark  r-r-violet  

24P4.  3 Cents. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  (N) 

(Scott’s  red)  50.00 

5 i/0  red  block  of  4 250.00 

24P5. 

Plate  proof. 

On  17  f/2  dull  faint  o-yellow  wove 
stamp  paper  .002  5"  thick,  (scarce) 
13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  

25TC2a.  6 Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
( rare ) 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  

25P4. 

13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y- 

orange  (N)  (Scott’s  dark 
brown)  50.00 

13  m/2  normal  block  of  4 2 50.00 

26TC1.  121^  Cents. 

Size  of  die  4 2x5 3mm. 

Large  die  proof  on  India  paper 
die  sunk  on  card  (very  rare) 

5 k/1  dim  dark  0-0-red  

26TC2a. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

7  m/1  dim  dusky  red-orange 

(brown)  
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20P4.  124^  Cents. 

4 8 m/1  dim  dusky  m.  g-b- 

blue  (N)  50.00 

48  m/1  blue  block  of  4 250.00 

27TC1.  lo  Cents. 

Die  proof  on  India  paper  (rare) 

71  0/5  black 

27TC2a. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

5 k/1  dim  dark  0-0-red  60.00 

71  0/5  black  75.00 

27P4.  15  Cents. 

63  m/ 2 dull  dusky  red-violet 

(N)  (Scott’s  lilac)  50.00 

28TC4.  15  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard  '• 

21  k/3  dismal  dark  o-y- 

yellow  50.00 


32aE-Aa. 

1870. 

32aE-A.  y2  Cent. 

Size  of  design  16  mm.  diameter. 
Size  of  die  3 2x37  plus  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  Alfred  Jones. 

a.  Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette. 
On  India  paper. 

71  0/5  black  


32aE-Ab. 

Size  of  design  17x2  2 mm. 

b.  Large  die  essay  on  India  paper  on 
card. 


1870-88. 

33TC1.  1 Cent. 

Large  die  proof  with  marginal 
guide  lines,  and  5 mm.  of  another 
lathe  engraving  at  bottom.  On 
India  paper  on  card,  (rare) 

71  0/5  black  

33TC2a. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

59  k/1  dim  dark  violet  

33TC4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard  .014" 
thick 

71  0/5  black  50.00 

33P4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard. 

17  i/0  deep  o-yellow  (N)  50.00 

17  i/0  block  of  four  250.00 

34TC2a.  2 Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

5 k/0  dark  0-0-red  

34P4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard  .012" 

thick 

33  k/1  dim  dark  g-y-green  50.00 
33  m/0  dusky  g-y-green  (N)  50.00 

36P4.  3 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  (N)  50.00 

37TC2a.  3 Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 

(rare) 

37  m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green  

37P2a. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 

(rare) 

7 i/0  deep  red-orange  (N)  

38TC2a.  6 Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 

(rare) 

48  m/1  dim  dusky  m.  g-b- 

blue  

381*4. 


Plate  proof  on  cardboard 
thick 

.014" 

11  m/1  dim  dusky  orange 

(brown) 

50.00 

13  m/0  dusky  o-y-orange 

(brown) 

50.00 

17  m/1  dim  dusky  o-yellow 
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1890. 

;?9P1.  (>  Cents, 

Die  proof  on  India  paper  29x33nim 
(rare) 

5 k/1  dim  dark  o-o-red  (N)  

7 m/1  dim  dusky  red-or- 
ange (N)  (Scott’s  red- 
brown)  100.00 

40Tr2.  10  Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

1 k/0  dark  red  

40P4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard  .014" 
thick 

63  i/2  dull  deep  red-violet  50.00 
67  i/2  dull  deep  violet-red  50.00 


41aE). 


41aE.  121^  Cents. 

Size  of  design  17x22  mm. 

a.  Engraved  die  essay  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

1 m/0  dusky  red  

55  k/2  dull  dark  blue-violet  


41bE. 


41bE.  15  Cents. 

Size  of  design  17x22  mm. 
a.  Engraved  die  essay  on  India  paper, 
(rare) 

35  k/0  dark  green  

4 8 n/1  dim  v.  dusky  m.  g-b- 

blue  

71  0/5  black  

42TC1.  5 ( ents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India  paper 
with  imprint 


British  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
(rare) 

5 m/2  dull  dusky  o-o-red  100.00 
11  m/2  dull  dusky  orange 

(brown)  100.00 

45  m/2  dull  dusky  b-blue  100.00 

42TC2a. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

35  k/0  dark  green  

35  m/1  dim  dusky  green  

42TC2b. 

Small  die  proof. 

On  thin  cardboard  .0065"  thick 

stamp  size  (scarce) 

49  n/1  dim  v.  dusky  blue  

42P4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard 

25  m/4  smoky  dusky  y- 
green-yellow  (N)  (Scott’s 
olive-green)  50.00 

block  of  four  250.00 

42TC4.  13  -/2  dull  o-y-orange  50.00 

43TC2a.  5 Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  India  paper 
(rare) 

71  k/1  dim  dark  v-r-red  

43P3. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

21  k/ 4 smoky  dark  o-y- 

yellow  50,00 

43P4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard 

21  k/ 4 smoky  dark  o-y-yel- 
low  (N)  (Scott’s  olive- 
green)  50.00 

block  of  four  250.00 

By  Canada  Bank  Note  Co.  Montreal. 

1870. 


33E-A. 
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33E-A.  1 Cent. 

Size  of  design  19x23.5  mm. 

b.  Engraved  on  India  paper  stamp 
size. 

19  h/0  m.  deep  y-o-yellow  15.00 

d.  Lithographed  plate  essay  on  white 
glazed  wove  paper  .004"  thick. 

19  -/I  dim  y-o-yellow  10.00 

19  -/I  block  of  four  50.00 


34E-A. 


34E-A.  2 Cents. 

Size  of  design  19x23.5  mm. 

Size  of  plate  5x3  or  more. 

b.  Engraved  plate  essay  on  India  pa- 
per. 

5 j/1  dim  V.  deep  o-o-red  15.00 
13  m/1  dim  dusky  o-y-orange  15.00 
25  k/ 3 dismal  dark  y-green- 

yellow  15.00 

35  m/1  dim  dusky  green  15.00 

3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green  15.00 

48  e/1  dim  v.  dark  m.g.-b- 

blue  15.00 

c.  Engraved  plate  essay  on  very  thin 
India  paper  .002"  thick. 

3 -/I  dim  o-red  15.00 

3 -/I  block  of  four  75.00 

37  m/1  block  of  four  75.00 


36E-A.  3 Cents. 

Size  of  design  19x23  mm. 
b.  Engraved  plate  essay  on  India 
paper. 


5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  15.00 

5 i/0  block  of  four  75.00 

d.  Lithographed  plate  essay  on  white 
glazed  paper  .004"  thick. 

7 -/I  dim  red-orange  10.00 

7 -/I  block  of  four  50.00 

69  m/5  dark  neutral  gray  10.00 
69  m/5  block  of  four  50.00 


By  British  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
1882. 

4oP4.  14  Cent. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard 
71  0/5  black  50.00 

1893. 

46P4.  20  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard 

5-/0  o-o-red  (Scott’s  Ver- 
million) 50.00 

47TC1.  50  Cents. 

Die  proof  on  India  paper  (rare) 

71  0/5  black  

47P4. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard 

47  m/0  dusky  g-b-blue  (N)  50.00 

48TC1.  8 Cents. 

Die  proof  on  India  paper  (rare) 
2 5 m/4  smoky  dusky  y-g- 

yellow  

48P4.  Plate  proof  on  cardboard 

69  i/5  deep  neutral  gray  (N)  50.00 
(N)  50.00 

By  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

1897.  Jubilee  Issue. 

50P3.  Yz  Cent. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

71  0/5  black  (N)  10.00 

51P3.  1 Cent.  ‘ 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
11  k/0  dark  orange  (N)  10.00 

52P3.  2 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
39  m/1  dim  dusky  blue- 

green  (N)  10.00 

53TC2.  3 Cents. 

a.  Proof  with  “AMERICAN  BANK 
NOTE  CO.,  OTTAWA’’  under 
THREE  CENTS.  On  cardboard. 
(Scarce) 

1 k/0  dark  red  
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b.  Same  as  a.  without  imprint.  On 
cardboard. 

41  m/1  dim  dusky  b-b-green 

47  m/2  dull  dusky  g-b-blue  

60  k/1  dim  dark  m.  violet  

61  k/1  dim  dark  v-f-violet  

o3P3.  3 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 

71  -/O  v-r-red  10.00 

S-E. 

SPECIMEN  13.5x1.5  mm.  handstamp 
53l*4S-Evr. 

Plate  proof  on  cardboard  .013" 
thick. 

1 -/O  red  (N)  SPECIMEN 

(black)  10.00 

54P3.  5 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
4 7 m/2  dull  dusky  g-b-blue 

(N)  10.00 

55P3.  6 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
11  n/1  dim  v.  dusky  orange 

(N)  (brown)  10.00 

o6P3.  8 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
65  k/ 4 smoky  dark  r-r-violet 

(N)  10.00 

57P3.  10  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
6 3 n/2  dull  v.  dusky  red- 

violet  (N)  10.00 

58P3.  15  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
41  m/4  smoky  dusky  b-b- 

green  (N)  10.00 

59P3.  20  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
7 i/0  deep  red-orange  (N)  10.00 

60P3.  50  Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
51  n/0  V.  dusky  b-v-blue 

(N)  10.00 

61 P3.  1 Dollar. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
1 k/0  dark  red  (N)  10.00 

62P3.  2 Dollars. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
59  k/1  dim  dark  violet  10.00 


63P3.  3 Dollars. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
15  k/0  dark  yellow-orange 

(N)  10.00 

64P3.  4 Dollars. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
61  k/1  dim  dark  v-r-violet 

(N)  10.00 

65P3.  5 Dollars. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper 
23  k/2  dull  dark  yellow 

(N)  (olive)  10.00 

By  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  Ottawa 


66E-AA. 

1897.  Vignettes  engraved  by  Charles 
Skinner 

66E-AA.  Cent. 

Size  of  design  17x21  mm. 

a.  Die  essay  on  cardboard  .013"  thick, 
trimmed  to  about  20.5x24  mm. 
(rare) 

61  m/1  dim  dusky  v-r-violet  


66E-AB. 

66E-AB.  Cent. 

Size  of  design  17x21  mm. 

a.  Die  essay  on  cardboard  .013"  thick 
trimmed  to  about  19x22  mm.  (rare) 
65  m/1  dim  dusky  r-r-violet  

66P1 

Die  No.  P-102. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  6 7x71  mm. 
Large  die  proof  on  cardboard 
.0085"  thick. 

Print  of  1.5  mm.  hole  in  die  at  top. 

69  0/5  warm  black  

(To  be  continued) 
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Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors,  Febrnary  14,  1945 

President  Snieltzer  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  5.35  p.  m.,  Feb.  14,  1945,  at  the  Collectors  Club, 
New  York,  N.  Y.  The  members  of'the  Board  present  were:  Messrs.  Brazer,  Morris,  Myer,  Rich,  Smeltzer, 
and  Zervas ; with  proxies  from  Messrs.  Costales,  Hartwell,  Hennan,  Mitchell  and  Rosell. 

On  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  a quorum  was  established. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  meeting  of  Dec.  27,  1944  were  read  and  accepted. 

The  Treasurer’s  report  was  presented  and  accepted,  showing  a cash  balance  on  hand  of  $467.09.  This 
amount  will  be  substantially  increased  as  payments  for  advertising  in  Journal  No  5,  just  published  and 
mailed  out  Feb.  i,  come  in.  Four  bills  presented  by  the  Treasurer  were  ordered  paid. 

On  motion  of  Treasurer  Morris,  an  interim  audit  of  the  Treasurer’s  books  for  the  first  half  of  the 
Society  year,  was  ordered,  to  facilitate  and  speed  the  annual  audit. 

Editor  Brazer  reported  in  detail  on  Journal  No.  5,  mentioning  that  the  estimated  receipts,  including 
apportionment  of  contributions,  for  this  number  run  approximately  $40.00  more  than  total  costs  exclusive 
of  mailing  and  envelopes.  He  further  reported  that  he  has  on  hand  and  paid  for,  cuts  which  cost  approxi- 
mately $200.00,  for  use  in  future  numbers  as  articles  are  published. 

On  motion  of  Brazer,  carried,  the  price  for  Journal  No.  1 is  to  be  increased  to  $1.50  on  the  publica- 
tion of  No.  6 and  to  $2.00  on  the  publication  of  No.  7. 

The  Secretary  presented  a list  of  12  applications  for  membership  received  since  the  last  Board  meeting. 
Those  qualified  were  elected  to  membership,  with  due  regard  to  date  of  completion  of  posting  or  to  com- 
pletion of  replies  from  references. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  death  of  member  C.  F.  Richards,  Brewster,  N.  Y.,  on  Nov.  29,  1944.  On 
motion,  carried,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a letter  of  condolence. 

Two  letters  from  Sales  IVIanager  Hahn  to  President  Smeltzer,  on  matters  of  Department  policy  were 
read  and  discussed.  On  motion,  carried,  the  Sales  Department  policies  as  to  purchase  of  insurance,  etc. 
were  approved. 

A letter  from  the  Stamp'ex  Committee,  Newark,  New  Jersey,  with  regard  to  arrangements  for  the 
Essay-Proof  sections  in  their  exhibition  in  August  1945,  was  read.  On  motion,  a reply  was  ordered, 
informing  them  that  we  are  holding  our  annual  meeting  with  them  on  August  21,  1945  and  that  a separa- 
rate  section  for  foreign  essays-proofs,  for  which  one  member  of  E.-P.  S.  is  donating  a trophy,  should  be 
provided. 

On  motion,  unanimously  carried,  a vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  A.  F.  Lichtenstein  for  his  exhibit 
in  the  Essay-Proof  night  at  the  Collectors  Club  on  Feb.  7. 

At  7.10  p.  m.,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Secretary’s  Meport,  Jamaary  1 to  March  31,  1945 

Prepared  in  mid-January  1945,  much  delayed  at  the  printery  (as  is  usual  in  these  late  wartime  days), 
a Society  Directory  was  mailed  to  all  members  in  mid-March.  The  Board  of  Directors  had  instructed  that 
this  directory  be  prepared  and  sent  out.  It  is  not  for  sale,  and  is  supplied  to  members  only.  We  are 

fortunate  in  having  among  our  dealer  members  only  such  men  as  will  not  abuse  having  this  list. 

Our  growth  in  membership  continues,  only  slightly  less  in  rate  than  in  the  last  quarter.  Owing  to 
favorable  conditions,  it  was  possible  to  include  applications  up  to  Jan.  15  in  the  January  Journal:  hence 
the  list  this  quarter  seems  smaller  by  8 names  than  it  actually  is. 

Will  members  or  applicants  who  receive  unsolicited  approvals,  or  are  otherwise  improperly  bothered, 

because  of  publication  of  their  names  in  this  section,  or  because  of  misuse  of  the  directory,  please  notify 

the  Secretary. 


308 

310 

311 

312 

313 

314 
313 
316 


Members  Aclinittecl,  Jan.  1 to  March  31,  1945 

Abbott,  Charles  A.,  2301  Greenwood  St.,  Puehlo,  Colo.  (U.  S.,  IL  S.  Possessions.  Great  Britain) 
Muller,  Wilbur,  Gates  Bldg.,  New  Britain,  Conn.  (Dealer) 

Doran,  Ben  G.,  443  Beacon  St.,  Boston  15,  Mass.  (No  specialty  stated) 

Judd,  John  T.,  Apt.  5E,  140  Fast  52  St.,  New  York  22,  N.  Y.  (Brazil) 

Steinman,  Carl,  1892  Spring  St.,  Racine,  Wis.  (Postal  Cards) 

Sim,  David  R.,  8190  Munro  Road,  Utica,  Mich.  (Latin  America) 

Pearce,  C.  J.,  2933  N.  W.  13th  St.,  Oklahoma  City  7,  Okla.  (Czechoslovakia) 

Horwitz,  Sgt.  Wm.,  Hcadiiuarters  Co.,  Base  4,  A.  P.  O.  920,  San  Irancisco,  Calif.  (loreign 
Essays  and  Proofs) 
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32  s 

330 

331 

332 

333 

334 

335 

336 

337 


338 

339 

340 

341 

342 

343 

344 

345 

346 

347 

348 

349 


350 

351 

352 

353 
3 54 
35  5 

356 

357 


Dodd,  Leslie  H.,  iiii  Burlineame  Ave.,  Detroit  2,  Mich.  (Canada) 

•Muresan,  Rev.  CJeorj^e  C.,  4310  Olcott  Ave.,  East  Chicago,  Ind.  (U.  S.  2c  1922-27) 

Young,  Albert  G.,  Jr.,  34  Lowell  Road,  Wellesley  Hills  82,  Mass. 

Tunick,  Irve,  9945  67th  Road,  Forest  Hills,  L.  L,  N.  Y.  (Black  Proofs) 

Wright,  Ira  J.  Jr.,  Navy  \-i2  Unit,  Sec.  14,  Rice  Institute,  Houston  i,  Texas.  (Bosnia, 
Indian  Feudatory  States,  Foreign  Essays  and  Proofs) 

Pickard,  C.  W.,  P.  O.  Box  26,  Aloncton,  N.  B.,  Canada.  (Canada) 

Ipp,  John  A.,  52  Kelsey  Ave.,  Trenton  8,  N.  J.  (Orange  Free  State) 

Schrader,  Otto  H.,  1229  West  Foster  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.  (U.  S.  and  Possessions) 

Bond,  Frank  A.,  85  Main  St.,  North  Adams,  Mass. 

Keuhne,  Frank,  P.  O.  Box  196,  Sistersville,  W.  Va.  (British  North  America) 

Gerrish,  Henry  E.,  148  North  Whitney  St.,  Hartford  5,  Conn.  (U.  S.  Postal  Cards,  Air  Mail 
Stationery) 


Applications  for  Membership  Received 

During  period  Jan.  16  to  April  3,  1945  and  still  pending 

Stephens,  Walter  T.,  129  Flower  City  Park,  Rochester  13,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.,  Canada) 

Curtis,  Albert  W.,  48  Beverly  Road,  Worcester  5,  IVIass.  (U.  S.  and  British  North  America) 
Cullum,  R.  L.,  c/o  Turner  Construction  Co.,  420  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  (No 
specialty  stated) 

Pond,  Frank  N.,  47  East  19  St.,  New  York  3,  N.  Y.  (British  North  America) 

Willcox,  Frank,  465  St.  John  St.,  Alontreal,  Que.,  Canada.  (Newfoundland) 

Alaxham,  Robert  R.,  P.  O.  Box  5,  Windsor,  Vt.  (U.  S.  and  British  North  America) 

Gottlieb,  Edward,  74  Mayfield  Road,  Jamaica  3,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Official  Seals) 

Flagg,  A.  J.,  4397  Detroit  Ave.,  Oakland  2,  Calif.  (U.  S.) 

Crosby,  L.  S.,  BanflF,  Alberta,  Canada.  (British  North  America) 

(McDonough,  Charles,  3213  North  Howard  St.,  Philadelphia  40,  Pa.  (U.  S.  2-cent  postage; 
Canada;  Australia) 

Holmes,  L.  Seale,  AI.  D.,  Aledical  Arts  Bldg.,  London,  Ont.,  Canada.  (British  North  America) 
Alorley,  Alan  W.,  46  Cranforth  Ave.,  Castelton,  Rochdale,  Lancs,  England.  (Leeward  Islands 
including  the  separate  administrations.  New  Zealand) 

Wasko,  Frank,  69  Jackson  St.,  Passaic,  New  Jersey.  (No  specialty  stated) 

Cole,  Ezra  D.,  Nyack,  N.  Y.  (Dealer) 

Brisley,  Charles  L.,  5961  Nottingham  Road,  Detroit  24,  Mich.  (Canada) 

Jarrett,  Fred,  30  Bloor  St.  West,  Toronto  5,  Ont.,  Canada.  (British  North  America) 

Akin,  Thomas  A.,  508  North  Foothill  Road,  Beverly  Hills,  Calif.  (British  North  America) 
Buckner,  John  T.,  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.  (U.  S.,  Philatelic  Literature) 

Pierce,  Clare  E.,  P.  O.  Box  385,  Jackson,  Mich.  (British  Colonies) 

Billings,  Charles,  2415  14th  St.,  N.  E.,  Washington  18,  D.  C.  (Spain) 


Changes  in  Membership  List 

Deceased : 

733  Richards,  C.  F.,  Nov.  29,  1944. 

Name  incorrectly  given: 

306  Cobb,  Capt.  Harold  G.  (middle  initial  incorrect  as  previously  reported) 

Changes  of  Address: 

155  Caraher,  S.  J.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  to  115  Winston  Ave.,  Elmhurst,  Wilmington  175,  Del. 

297  Culkin,  W.  L.,  Omaha,  Nebr.  is  P.  O.  Box  400,  (not  44  as  in  Alember  List) 

256  Diamond,  Alfred,  Chicago,  111.  is  Zone  3,  not  2 

242  Mannist,  Milton,  Manoa,  Penna.,  to  313  Nassau  Boulevard,  Prospect  Park,  Penna. 

39  McNabb,  George  C.,  Glenside,  Penna.,  to  P.  O.  Box  82,  Buckingham,  Penna. 

69  Mott,  Kenneth,  Peekskill,  N.  Y.  to  309  Nelson  Ave.,  Peekskill,  N.  Y.  (Correction) 

239  Plotz,  David  O.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  to  Apt.  G-E-io,  10  Monroe  St.,  New  York  2,  N.  Y.  (not 

G-E-io  Monroe  St.  as  in  Alember  List) 

313  Pearce,  C.  J.,  applicant  in  Jan.  1943  Journal,  address  correctly  given  as  member  in  this  number, 

(postal  zone  added) 

92  Ruppin,  Mrs.  Mabel  L.,  Portland,  Alaitie,  to  1005  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 

331  Wright,  Ira  J.,  applicant  in  Jan.  1943  Journal,  address  correctly  given  as  member  in  this 

number  (Change  of  Unit  in  address) 

77  Zalevsky,  Sam,  Wilkinsburg,  Penna.,  to  2t6  AIcCutcheon  Lane,  Wilkinsburg,  Penna. 

Chapter  Officers : 

2 Chicago.  Add  (not  in  Alember  List)  Secretary : David  Lidman.  Our  regrets  to  Air.  Lidman 

for  omitting  his  name;  no  record  of  the  election  to  this  office  came  to  the  society  secretary. 
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Reports  of  Chapter  Meetin 


New  York  Ckapter  No.  1 

The  regular  second  Wednesday  meeting  of  January  was  postponed  to  the  24th  of  January  due  to  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Collectors  Club.  The  attendance  was  quite  large  (including  12  Chapter  members) 
and  was  called  to  order  by  Chairman  Thomas  F.  Alorris  at  eight  o’clock.  The  chief  e.^hibitor  of  the  evening 
was  John  N.  Meyer  who  showed  a wonderful  collection  of  essays  and  proofs  of  Colombia. 

President  Chester  A.  Smeltzer  announced  that  the  Collectors  Club  was  holding  an  Essay-Proof  evening 
on  February  7th  and  exhibitors  were  needed.  Alembers  present  who  volunteered  were:  Altman,  Blanchard, 
Brazer,  Coopersmith,  Glass,  Gros,  Lichtenstein,  iMeyer,  Alorris  and  Smeltzer.  In  order  to  mount  the 
exhibits  in  the  wall  frames  it  was  decided  that  the  exhibitors  should  gather  on  Wednesday,  February  7th  at 
five  o’clock  at  the  Collectors  Club. 


The  regular  meeting  on  February  14th,  1945  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o’clock  by  Chairman  Tom 
F.  Morris.  As  usual  the  gathering  took  place  at  the  Collectors  Club,  22  East  35th  Street,  New’  York  City. 

There  were  12  Chapter  members  present. 

Unusual  interest  was  manifested  over  "the  first  showing  of  four  circuit  books  supplied  by  the  Sales 
Department.  A number  of  sales  were  made  and  it  was  decided  that  the  expenses  in  connection  with  the  for- 
warding of  the  circuits  were  to  be  borne  by  the  purchasers  in  proportion  to  their  purchases.  It  was  hoped 
that  additional  circuits  could  be  had  as  all  members  w'ere  very  much  interested  in  this  opportunity  to  buy 
essays  and  proofs. 

Exhibitors  of  the  evening  were — Julian  Blanchard,  who  showed  some  very  interesting  banknotes  and 
pointed  out  their  connection  with  stamp  designs  through  the  engravings  which  were  used  for  both  items. 

Clarence  Brazer  gave  one  of  his  very  interesting  and  detailed  talks  while  showing  an  unusually  fine 
exhibit  of  essays,  proofs,  and  trial  color  proofs  of  Argentine.  This  remarkable  collection  contained  in  four 
volumes  is  now  owned  by  A.  P.  Bantham,  E.-P.  S.,  C. — 27. 

Upon  motion  the  meeting  adjourned  about  lo  P.  AI. 


The  regular  second  Wednesday  meeting  of  the  month  was  held  Alarch  14th  at  the  Collectors  Club 
located  at  22  East  35th  Street,  New  York  City,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Chairman  Tom  F.  Morris  at 
8 o’clock.  There  were  1 1 Chapter  members  present. 

A motion  was  proposed  and  seconded  that  the  Chapter  make  a contribution  of  $10.00  to  The  Col- 
lectors Club  inasmuch  as  it  had  not  charged  the  Chapter  for  the  use  of  its  meeting  room.  It  was  unani- 
mously passed.  However,  no  method  was  decided  upon  as  how  to  collect  this  amount  as  the  club  treasury 
could  not  stand  the  strain  of  making  this  gift.  After  much  discussion,  it  was  left  for  a future  meeting  in 
hopes  that  more  of  the  Society  members  resident  in  our  territory  would  join  in  support  of  the  Chapter. 
Dues  were  collected  from  Sol  Glass  and  a special  contribution  of  $1.00  was  received  from  Tom  Morris  for 
the  rent  fund. 

The  exhibitor  of  the  evening  was  T.  F.  Alorris,  who  showed  a volume  of  Italian  essay-proofs  which 
had  originally  belonged  to  the  Earl  of  Crawford  and  later  passed  through  the  hands  of  Baron  Rothschild. 
Needless  to  say,  it  was  a treat  to  see  these  rarities,  many  of  which  had  never  been  shown  before.  At  10 
P.  M.  the  meeting  had  been  adjourned. 


Cliicago  Cliapter  No,  2 

Essay-Proof  night  will  be  observed  by  the  Chicago  Chapter  at  the  April  19th  meeting  of  the  Chicago 
Philatelic  Society  at  the  LaSalle  Hotel.  Although  this  will  mark  the  first  real  session  of  the  Chicago 
Chapter  No.  2 of  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  the  meeting  should  make  up  for  any  time  lost  since  inception  of 
the  Chapter  during  the  August  1944  “Golden  Jubilee”  Convention  of  the  Society  of  Philatelic  Americans 
in  Chicago. 

Dr.  Clarence  Hennan,  first  vice-president  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society,  and  chairman  of  the  Chicago 
chapter,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  E.-P.  S.  part  of  the  meeting.  He  will  display,  not  only  from  his  own 
extensive  collection  of  essays  and  proofs,  but  choice  material  being  sent  to  Chicago  especially  for  this  meeting 
by  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  founder  of  the  E.-P.  S.,  and  editor  of  its  Journ.'Xl,  and  Thomas  F.  Morris.  E.-P.  S. 
treasurer. 

It  is  expected  that  every  member  of  the  Society  living  in  Chicago  or  the  vicinity  will  attend  the  meeting. 
A full  report  will  he  provided  for  the  next  issue  of  the  Journ.al. 


D.win  Lio.max,  Secretary. 
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Essay^Proof  Society  Niglit  at  tlie  Collectors  Club 

• 

On  February  7,  the  Collectors’  Club  meeting  was  devoted  to  the  visit  of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  mem- 
bers and  their  displays  which  filled  the  20  wall-frames  in  the  meeting  room. 

President  Chester  Smeltzer,  genial  and  M'itty  as  usual,  introduced  the  exhibitors,  of  which  there  was 
the  fortunate  number  of  thirteen  ! 

A large  room  full  of  people  was  kept  so  interested  that  in  spite  of  a showing  lasting  over  an  hour  and 
a half  in  length  no  one  left,  but  all  remained  keenly  interested  listeners  and  spectators. 

The  opening  display  was  by  the  one  and  only  Dr.  Stephen  G.  Rich,  who  showed  one  of  the  five  copies 
of  the  great  Luff  book,  handsomely  bound  in  green  crushed  Levant  leather,  printed  on  vellum  paper,  and 
extra  illustrated  with  plate  proofs  of  the  various  stamps  discussed  in  the  book.  This  was  the  copy  given 
to  his  father  Jos.  S.  Rich  by  John  N.  Luff  at  the  time  of  publication.  The  proofs  were  also  given  to  the 
late  Jos.  S.  Rich  by  Henry  Mandel  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  This  means  of  illustrating  an  already 
handsome  volume  is  a happy  example  of  gilding  the  lily. 

Thomas  F.  Morris,  Jr.,  showed  a fine  group  of  original  artists  drawings  of  United  States  stamps, 
including  the  2c  1890,  the  $1.00  1894,  of  the  first  Bureau  issue,  and  an  essay  drawing  for  the  2c  Alaska- 
Yukon  issue. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Coopersmith’s  display  of  stock  dies  used  by  Bank  Note  engravers  for  both  bank  notes  and 
stamps  emphasized  the  1847  Issue.  He  pointed  out  a bank  note  dated  1832  with  the  vignette  of  Washing- 
ton that  was  later  used  for  the  1847  issue.  He  also  explained  how  minor  changes  were  made  in  the  designs 
so  that  the  manufacturers  could  identify  the  particular  note  or  stamp  the  vignette  was  used  for. 

Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  as  usual,  showed  unusual  material,  including  the  unique  original  models  for 
the  U.  S.  1847  stamps.  He  said  that  the  models  were  prepared  under  the  supervision  of  James  Parsons  Major 
who  was  the  head  of  the  modeling  division  of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson  at  the  time.  Dr.  Brazer 
also  explained  the  identification  of  1847  die  and  plate  proofs  so  that  even  when  cut  down  to  stamp  size 
they  could  be  distinguished. 

S.  Altmann  showed  a comprehensive  range  of  United  States  proofs,  including  several  of  the  very  rare 
proofs  made  for  the  1913-15  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  in  San  Francisco. 

Julian  Gros  spoke  briefly  on  the  1903  Small  Die  proofs,  and  showed  a very  fine  lot  of  these  beautiful 
items. 

The  next  speaker,  Sol  Glass  of  Baltimore,  showed  a fine  lot  of  U.  S.  20th  Century  Commemorative  Die 
Proofs,  many  signed  as  approved  by  the  Postmaster  General.  Included  in  his  display  were  the  rare  die 
proofs  of  the  1914  unissued  set  for  the  Centenary  of  Peace  Between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
and  the  proposed  issue  to  commemorate  the  Centenary  of  the  Birth  of  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse.  Mr.  Glass  con- 
cluded his  remarks  with  some  reminiscences  of  the  late  H.  M.  Southgate. 

Chester  Smeltzer  modestly  called  attention  to  his  colorful  display  of  trial  color  proofs  of  the  U.  S. 
Newspaper  and  Periodical  stamps,  in  blocks  of  four. 

Winthrop  S.  Boggs  was  the  first  speaker  to  discuss  foreign  proofs,  and  pointed  out  some  unusual  items 
in  proofs,  and  proofs  from  the  cancelled  plates  of  the  stamps  of  the  little  known,  and  less  understood, 
country  of  Kashmir.  Most  of  the  proofs  and  similar  items  from  this  country  are  exceedingly  rare. 

John  N.  Meyer,  as  usual  discussed  his  favorite  topic,  Colombia,  and  showed  a fine  range  of  proofs  of 

the  1917  issue,  in  trial  and  normal  colors.  He  pointed  out  that  the  5c  of  1924  was  from  a new  die  but 

because  the  color  was  changed  the  catalogues  do  not  call  attention  to  the  fact  of  a different  die. 

Jacob  Glaser’s  display  was  a colorful  showing  of  trial  color  proofs  of  the  1882  Issue  of  the  state  of 

Bolivar,  Colombia,  showing  the  various  colored  papers  that  were  experimented  with. 

Alfred  F.  Lichtenstein’s  grand  array  of  Essays  and  Proofs  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  ably  explained 
by  Dr.  S.  G.  Rich  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Lichtenstein.  There  were  many  outstanding  items,  chief  of  which 
was  a die  proof  in  black  of  a single  one  penny  triangular  from  which  all  other  square  pair  dies  of  all  values 
were  derived. 

The  concluding  speaker.  Dr.  Julian  Blanchard,  our  able  exponent  of  the  charms  of  paper  money,  pointed 
out  brilliant  examples  of  Bank  Note  work  in  his  unusual  exhibit,  and  gave  many  interesting  sidelights  on 
the  relationship  between  stamps  and  paper  money. 
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PROOFS 

A superb  group  of  U.  S. 
Specimen  Departments  & 
Proofs  — many  complete  sets 
in  original  envelopes  — at 

PUBLIC  AUCTION 

MAY  24,  1945 

Request  Free  Catalogue 


It’s  tlie  Advertisers’ 
DOLLARS 

Which,  coupled  with  the  unself- 
ishness of  the  few  Essay-Proof 
stalwarts,  that  make  this  publica- 
tion possible. 

Previous  ads  over  my  name  in 
this  medium  have  been  greeted 
with  stony  silence  and  sheer  indif- 
ference. Are  you  sure  you  would- 
n’t like  to  see  my  new  ii  6-page 
United  States  price  list,  or  the  cat- 
alog of  my  forthcoming  Auction 
Sale?  Either,  or  both,  are  free. 

HERMAN  HERST,  Jr, 

ii6  (J)  Nassau  St. 

New  York  7,  New  York 


Canada  1875  Trial  Color  Die  Proof 
5c  deep  blue 

We  have  in  stock  a number  of  other 
scarce  proofs  and  essays  of 

Canada  Sl  Aenfoiiiidland 

HOMAN,  KRASSA  CO.,  INC. 

551  5th  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


Postal  Stationery 


Envelopes,  Wrappers,  and  Reg- 
istration Envelopes  of  all  Foreign 
countries,  and  Postal  Cards  and 
Letter  Cards  of  the  United  States 
and  all  Foreign  countries,  used  and 
unused.  Entires  only.  Selections 
gladly  sent  on  approval  or  want- 
lists  filled.  Do  NOT  stock  U.  S. 
Envelopes.  No  cut  squares. 

Dr,  W.  I,  Mitchell 

398  Vaissar  Avenue 
BERKELEY  S,  CALIF. 
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Obsolete  Bank  Notes 

B.  A,  Stamps 

of  Philatelic  Interest 

I let  Clarence  Brazer  handle  B.  N.  A. 
Proofs 

CENTENARY  OF  NEW  YORK  POSTMASTER’S 
STAMP 

Just  100  years  ago,  in  July,  1845,  Robert  H.  Mor- 
ris, postmaster  at  New  York,  issued  his  famous  5c 
stamp,  the  first  of  the  so-called  “postmasters’  pro- 
visionals.’’ 

BUT 

I have  almost  everything  else  in  B.  N.  A. 
Stamps  in  stock — singles  and  blocks  both 

Quoting  from  Scott’s  “Catalogue  of  United  States 
Stamps,  Specialized’’: 

mint  and  used 

“Die  for  the  head  of  Washington  on  the 
then  current  Bank  Notes  was  made  use  of 
in  the  preparation  of  the  central  portion  of 
the  stamp.  It  had  a small  flaw  extending 
from  the  corner  of  the  mouth  down  the 
chin,  which  is  quite  visible  in  the  paper 
money  but  which  was  corrected  for  the 
stamp.” 

1851  TO  DATE 

Covers 

Postal  Stationery 

Revenues 

Precancels 

What  better  item  could  be  had  to  mount  with  this 
historic  old  stamp,  especially  for  exhibitions  during 
the  present  year? 

A few  specimens  of  these  rare  notes,  with  the  imprint 
of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  are  available 
for  connoisseurs,  and  selections  will  be  sent  on 
approval,  upon  request. 

Drop  me  a line  about  what  you  are 
hunting  for. 

Many  other  fine  and  interesting  notes  having  close 
philatelic  association  can  also  be  supplied.  Inquiries 
are  invited. 

J,  N,  Sissons 

J.  Blanchard 

B,  N,  A,  Postage  Stamps 

1 Sheridan  Sq.,  New  York  14,  N.  Y. 

204  (J)  Glenrose  Ave.,  Toronto  5,  Can. 

WAi^TED 

Interested  in 

Essays,  Die  Proofs, 

PURCHASING 

Plate  Proofs 

Essays  and  Proofs 

and  i§ipeeinien  Stamps  of 

of 

Costa  Rica 

Canada,  New  Brunswick, 

Doiiiinican  Republic 

Newfoundland, 

Haiti 

Nova  Scotia, 

Nicarajriia  Nos.  1 to  12 

and 

Salvador  Nos.  1 to  17 

Prince  Edward  Island 

Also  Want  Covers  and  Blocks  of 

These  Countries. 

You  Will  Get  a Prompt  Reply. 

Thos.  F,  Morris 

Dr.  Clareiiee  Deniiaii 

60  (J)  East  42nd  Street 

7002  Paxton  Ave.,  Chicago  49,  Illinois 

New  York,  17,  N,  Y, 
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Wanted  Airmails 

EXCLUSIVELY 

• 

Offers  of  proofs,  Essays,  and 
specimens  of  Airmails  invited. 
Please  give  particulars  and 
price. 

Do  not  submit  until 
requested, 

• 

L,  W,  CHARILAT 
Airmails  Exclusively 
180  Broadway 
York  7,  N,  Y« 


We  Are  BUYING! 
Are  You  SELLING! 

We  are  in  a position  to  BUY 
the  stamps  you  want  to  SELL, 
whether  valued  at 

$100  or  $100,000.00 

We  are  certain  you  will  find  it 
to  your  advantage  to  consult  us 

before  you  sell,  and  obtain  the 

• 

prices  and  results  you  want  with 
a minimum  of  RED  TAPE. 

M.  Meghrig  & Sons 

116  Nassau  Street  New  York,  N.  Y. 


The 

Canada  and 
N ewf  oundlaiid 
Stampless  Cover 
Catalog 

by  Konwiser  & Campbell 

is  still  delayed 

at  the  printer’s 

But  is  expected 

soon  after  this 

Journal. 

$2.00  post  free. 

The 

28th  Edition 
Mitcliell-Hoover 
Bureau  Print 
(Pi’eeancel)  Catalog 
is  still  current. 

$1.25 

Coming: 

Revised  Edition  of 
Steiger’s  Meter  Style 
Chart. 


STEPHEiv  r;.  IIICU 

Publisher 

\ Cortina 


No  Proofs  or  Essays 

In  Our 

CURRENT  ISSUE 

Economist  Bulletin 

If  you  haven’t  received  a copy 
we  will  be  glad  to  send  you  one. 


Economist  Stamp  Co.,  Inc. 

87  (J)  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 
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Famous  Americans 

$260.00 

Farley  Imperforates 

$365.00 

These  are  the  prices  I Avill  pay 
for  full  sets  of  sheets  in  mint  condition. 


I will  also  pay  the  following  for  the 
items  listed  below. 

Ci,  2,  3 — U.  S.  Airmails  $ 6.00 

C4,  5,  6 — U.  S.  Airmails  4.00 

C13,  14,  15 — Graf  Zeppelins  58.00 

C18 — 50c  Graf  Zeppelin  3.50 

Full  sets  of  Flag  sheets  13  Var 42.00 


Will  be  pleased  to  receive  offers  of  any 
other  United  States  or  foreign  stamps  or 
covers. 

JOHN  A.  FOX 

116  (J)  NASSAU  STREET 
NEW  YORK  7,  N.  Y. 


Boston  Auction 


I hold  auctions 
regularly  in  Boston 
and  would 

be  glad  to  send 
Catalogs  to 

any  Collector 
applying  for  them. 

DANIEL  F,  KELLEHER 

7 (J)  Water  Street,  Boston  9,  Mass. 


AUCTION  SALE 
May  28  and  29,  1945 

UNITED  STATES 

300  Lots  of  Essays  and  Proofs, 

California  Express  Cjvers, 
General  Issues 

also 

Fine  Collection  of  Gambia, 
and  good  range  of  other  foreign. 
Request  Free  Catalog 

EUGENE  N.  COSTALES 

99  Nassau  St.  Jgk  New  Y^ork  7,  N.  Y. 


Proofs  Specimens 

U.  S.  A.  TAX  PAIDS 

I have  a small  remaining  stock  of 
these.  A voucher  copy  of  each  phase  $2.50 

COTTON=CUSTOMS 

Revenues  (Civil  War) 

on  metal  and  parchment 


Cotton,  Brass  Dart  $2.00 

Cotton,  Parchment  Tag  $2.00 

Customs,  Brass  label  form  $2.00 


Inquiries  solicited. 

I have  many  foreign  revenue  specimen 
and  proof  varieties. 

E.  R.  Vaiiderlioof 

339  (J)  GRAND  AVENUE 
LONG  BEACH  4,  CALIFORNIA 
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U.  S.  Essays 

E.  S.  Proofs 

I have  in  stock  a nearly  COMPLETE 
line  of  U.  S.  plate  proofs,  on  Card  Board 
and  India  Paper  in  singles  and  Blocks 
of  4.  Also  Die  Proofs.  Also  an  extra- 
ordinary stock  of  Essays,  including 
complete  line  of  the  small  numeral  18  69 
essays  in  singles  and  blocks  of  4.  The 
Atlanta  Thdal  Colors  Nearly  Complete 
in  Singles.  Also  a complete  stock  of 
postage,  departments  and  newspapers 
overprinted  “SPECIMEN”  and  “SAM- 
PLE.” Carry  a most  complete  stock  of 
REVENUE  PROOFS. 

Would  be  glad  to  submit  on  approval 
selections  of  above  at  very  attractive 
prices. 

“Oldest  specialized  dealer  in  Essays  & 
Proofs  in  the  United  States.” 

M.  J.  FENSTER 

115  (J)  Columbia  St.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 


I Want  To  Bey 

AmytMiig 

tliat  is  not  listed  in 
Scott’s  Catalog 
☆ ☆ 

GENUINENESS 
does  not 
have 
to  be 

GUARANTEED.  . 

☆ ☆ 

PAUL  WISE 

POSTAGE  STAMPS 
505  (J)  Fiftli  Avenne 
New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


JUNE  18  & 19  PUBLIC  AUCTION 

The  Rare 

UNITED  STATES  REVENUE  PROOF 

-2md  ISSUE 


THE  PRIZE  WINNING 
UNITED  STATES  REVENUE  COLLECTION 

OF  RARITIES 

In  Brilliant  Colors  and  Superb  Condition 


Imperforate 

3c  playing  Card 

2nd  Issue  Inverted 

Ic  — 2c  — 5c  — 10c 
50c  — $1.  — $5. 

Proprietary 

10c  Inverted 

Do  Not  Fail  to  Request  This  Auction  Cataloj 

VAHAN  MOZIAN,  INC. 


505  FIFTH  AVENUE 


NEW  YORR  17,  N.  Y 
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1945  EDITION 

United  States  Stamp  Catalogue 

(Specialized) 

The  most  comprehensive  catalogue  of  United  States 
stamps  ever  published.  Lists  and  describes  postage 
and  revenue  die  and  plate  proofs  in  normal  and  trial 
colors. 

Price  $3.00 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR  DEALER 

SCOTT  PUBLICATIONS,  INC. 

1 (J)  West  47tli  Street  Xew  York  If).  X.  Y. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY 
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APPROVAL  SERVICE 

WANT  LIST  SERVICE 


FOREIGN  STAMPS  EXCLUSIVELY 

Avail  yourself  of  our  enormous  stock.  Whether  your  Collection  is 
general  or  specialized,  you  will  find  items  of  interest  in  our  Special  Series 
of  Books  by  Countries. 

These  are  mounted  and  priced  to  please  the  average  Collector  and 
contain  the  cheaper  stamps  as  well  as  the  more  expensive  ones. 

Your  request  for  more  information  will  be  cheerfully  answered,  and 
we  will  be  glad  to  give  you  all  the  information  that  you  require. 

NASSAU  STAMP  COMPANY 

68  (J)  NASSAU  STREET  NEW  YORK  7,  N.  Y. 

MEIVIBER  A.S.D.A  A.P.S.  S.P.A. 


PHILATELIC  LITERATURE 

Bluss  Philatelic  Literature  News  No.  4 

in  the  Making 

Send  for  your  free  copy. 

The  American  Philatelist  Scotds  Monthly  Journal 

Collectors  Club  Philatelist 

and  most  British  Periodicals  now  sorted. 

JVill  he  glad  to  fill  JV ant  Lists. 

If  in  46th  Street  stop  in  and  Browse  in  our  Stock  of  over 

70,000  Books  and  Periodicals. 

Will  purchase  Handbooks  and  Libraries.  What  have  you  to  offer? 

PAUL  BLUSS 

PHILATELIC  BOOK  STORE 

51  (J)  WEST  46tli  STREET  NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 
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The  IMPRIMATUR 


STAMPS  OF 


GREAT  BRITAIN 


A MAGNIFICENT  collection  of  line-engraved  imprimaturs  comprising 
one  of  each  known  plate  recorded  in  this  condition,  mostly  corner 
copies  showing  the  plate  numbers. 

The  quality  is  generally  fine  to  superb.  Those  that  are  of  lesser  merit 
are  denoted  as  additional  numbers  in  brackets.  No  allowance  has  been 
made  for  these  in  the  price. 

1840  ONE  PENNY  BLACKS. 

Eight  fine  corner  copies,  all  lettered  TA  and  comprising  plates  I,  II  and  V,  each  In  two 
states,  and  one  each  of  plates  III,  VUI  (re-entry)  and  the  “VR.” 

1841-56  ONE  PENNY  RED. 

(a)  On  blue:  Alphabet  I,  Die  I — 92  AA,  23  TA  and  one  AB  (3)  ; Alphabet  II,  Die  I — 
47  AA,  3 TA,  6 AB  and  one  TB  (30)  ; Alphabet  II,  Die  II — 7 A (7)  ; Alphabet  III, 
Die  II — 22  AA  and  3 TA  (2)  ; Alphabet  IV,  Die  II — 2 TA. 

(b)  On  ‘white:  Alphabet  II,  Die  II — 8 AA  (i);  Alphabet  III,  Die  II — 3 AA  and  one 
TA  (i),  orange-brown  8 AA  and  rose-red  8 A A. 

1841-56  TWOPENCE  BLUE. 

Plates  III  TA,  IV  AA,  V AL  and  VI  AA. 

1858-80  ONE  PENNY. 

Plates  71  to  225  complete  comprising  122  AA,  2 AB,  10  AK,  13  AL,  and  of  which  all 
are  fine  to  superb  but  (7). 

1858-80  TWO  PENCE. 

Plates  7 to  1 5 complete  comprising  5 AA,  one  AL  and  one  TA. 

1860-70  THREE  HALFPENCE. 

Plate  I rosy-mauve  and  plate  2 rose-red — both  AA. 

1870  HALFPENCE. 

Plates  I to  XX  complete,  comprising  4 AB,  one  AW,  3 TB  and  7 TW. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  ABOVE: 

Fine  to  superb-  Less  than  fine. 

1840  id  - 9 — 

1841-56  id.  233  46 

1841-56  2d  4 — 

1858-80  id  143  7 

1858-80  2d  7 — 

1860-70  ij/2d  2 — 

1870  YzA  15  — 

413  53 

Of  the  413  fine  to  superb  stamps,  383  are  corner  copies  and  ten  others  have  the  corner 
copies  attached. 

We  are  able  to  offer  this  unique  collection  at 

the  price  of  £49500  stiffing 

ROBSOI^  LOWE.  LTD. 

.»0  PAI.I.  S.  \V.  I L«IM>01>. 
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VALUABLE  PUBLICATIONS 


UNITED  STATES,  U.  S.  POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICA 

Complete  except  for  the  great  rarities,  this  104-page 
catalog,  with  more  than  1,000  illustrations  for  your  con- 
venient reference,  lists  ami  prices  all  major  varieties  of 
the  countries  included.  It  serves  not  only  as  a valuable 
check  list  and  guide,  but  also  as  a reliable  source  of  supply 
for  these  popular  stamps  at  economical  prices.  Every  col- 
lector needs  this  useful  and  authoritative  catalog.  Send 
for  a copy  today  if  you  do  not  already  have  one. 

Senf  for  10c  to  Cover  Mailing 


mm  mm  mmn 
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STAMPS  OF  MODERN  EUROPE 

With  128  pages,  informative  write-ups,  and  beautiful 
illustrations,  this  comprehensive  catalog  lists  and  prices 
one  of  the  most  attractive  of  all  special  groups  : The  20th 
Century  Issues  of  Modern  Europe.  Here  you  will  find  — 
y^tican  City  — those  attractive  stamps 
w’hich  tell  so  vividly  the  story  of  our  own  times,  and 
which  have  enjoyed  such  rapidly  increasing  popularity  in 
recent  years.  Send  for  a copy  today  and  see  for  yourself 
why  Modern  Europe”  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  stamp  catalogs  ever  published. 

Senf  for  10c  to  Cover  Mailing 


BRITISH  EMPIRE  STAMPS 

Devoted  to  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  the  special 
groups,  this  beautiful  illustrated  112-page  catalog  lists  — 
from  Aden  to  Zanzibar  — the  20th  Century  Issues  of  the 
Ilritish  Commonwealth  of  Nations.  So  far  as  we  know, 
it  is  the  only  publication  of  its  kind  in  the  world  ; and 
since  it  is  backed  by  what  we  believe  to  be  the  most 
comprehensive  existing  stock  of  British  20th  Century 
issues,  we  feel  certain  you  will  find  it  invaluable : both  as 
a reference  list,  and  as  a convenient  source  of  supply  — 
at  favorable  prices  — for  these  none-too-plentiful  stamps. 

Sent  for  10c  to  Cover  Mailing 


AIRMAIL  STAMPS 

“Quite  the  finest  thing  in  the  airmail  line  to  appear  in 
the  U.  S.  A.” — George  Van  Den  Berg.  “Best  presen ta Con 
yet  made  of  the  fascinations  of  collecting  airmail  stamps. 
A must  for  every  collector.” — Stamps  ^lagazine.  “One  of 
the  finest  volumes.  ...  In  effect,  a complete  priced  cataiog 
of  the  world’s  airmail  stamps.” — 1. inn’s  Weekly  Stamp 
News.  “Attractive  prices.” — Camden  Courier-Post.  “Most 
beautiful  price  list  of  airmail  stamps  we  have  ever  seen. 
...  A valuable  guide  and  check  list,  well  worth  a dollar.” 
— Weekly  Philatelic  Gossip. 

Sent-  for  1 Oc  to  Cover  Mailing 


AIRMAIL 

STAMPS  O?  THE  WORLD 


IF  YOU  HAVE  STAMPS  TO  SELL 

To  replenish  our  extensive  retail  stocks  we  are  constantly  buying — at 
generous  prices — collections  and  accumulations  of  postage  stamps,  provided 
they  are  worth  $50  or  more.  . . . Our  free  appraisals,  good  prices  and  prompt 
payments — with  no  haggling  or  delays — have  made  us  innumerable  friends 
among  collectors  with  stamps  to  sell.  . . . Send  for  our  free  booklet  of  val- 
uable information,  “If  You  Have  Stamps  to  Sell,”  and  read  it  for  your  own 
protection  before  disposing  of  your  collection.  Free  on  Request. 

H.  E.  HARRIS  & CO.  • Transit  Bldg.  • BOSTON  17,  MASS. 
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SUPERB  and  RARE 


Vys';"’  y-; 
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Left : 12p  chocolate,  die  proof  from  the  unfinished  die  with  10c  1859, 
printed  together  on  hond  ijaijer.  Realized  $155.  . . . Right:  7^^p  browTi, 
unfinished  die  proof  of  portrait  and  inscription,  on  card.  Realized  $140. 


Memo  to  Essay  & Proof  Collectors- 


y^UR  CANADA  Auction  of  March  6-7,  though  not  an  exceptional  sale,  con- 
tained  no  less  than  38  lots  of  Proofs  and  one  lot  of  Essays.  In  London, 
our  great  series  of  R.  B.  Yardley  sales  this  season  has  offered  a wealth  of 
rare  material  in  the  Essay-Proof  field. 

Discriminating  collectors  of  Proofs  and  Essays  know  it  is  well  worthwhile  to 
check  our  Auction  catalogues.  American  collectors  may  bid  in  our  London  sales 
through  our  New  York  office. 

Sellers  of  Proofs  and  Essays  also  know'  that  we  have,  among  our  thousands 
of  bidders,  a goodly  number  of  connoisseurs  who  appreciate  these  fine  pieces,  and 
have  bought  them  from  us  over  the  last  50  years. 

H.  R.  HARMER,  INC. 

East  57tli  St,,  New  York  22,  N,  Y, 

Establislivcd  over  50  years 


SCOTT 


Scott  specializes  only 
in  the  quality  of  its 
stamps  and  services. 


For  service,  Scott  has 


large  stocks  of  the 


stamps  of  the  world, 
including  a great  variety 
of  essays  and  proofs. 

For  good  stamps  at 
fair  prices,  send  your 
want  list  to  Scott. 


Scott  Stamp  & Coin  Co.,  Inc. 

1 West  47th  Street  New  York  19,  N.  Y. 


O Public  Auction  is  the  modern  way  to  sell  your 
collection. 

• Present  realization  prices  are  the  highest  they 
have  been  in  years. 

• We  are  Auction  Specialists  exclusively,  and 
our  efficient  and  up-to-date  service  assures  the 
maximum  in  results. 

O If  you  contemplate  disposing  of  your  stamps 
the  opportune  time  is  now. 

• We  can  offer  early  dates  and  attractive  terms 
— liberal  advances  pending  sale.  Deluxe  catalogs 
plus  expert  supervision  of  all  material  by  experi- 
enced philatelists. 

INFORMATION  CHEERFULLY  GIVEN 


IRWIN  HEIMAN 


UKVI  KTIIKKT 


